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New York Governor Press Conference 
 

Governor Andrew  M. Cuomo issued a press conference to talk about how New York is 
the most impacted state in the United States, with 7,102 as of today. The number climbed up 
2950 from one day to another. 14,000 cases across the US. Worldwide, there have been 
245,484 cases and over 10,000 deaths according to John Hopkins. He has paused any and all 
evictions (residence and work-based) for 90 days. He has ordered a state-wide, stay-at-home 
order and is claiming full responsibility for all the “unhappiness” this may cause. He specifically 
said to “blame me.”  1

 
 
White House press conference.  
 

President Trump talks of what has and will be done to minimize the impact now that it 
has become an immediate problem. Student loan interest has been waived, US tax deadline 
has been moved to July 15, moving to reduce migration from Mexico in the US to preserve 
healthcare resources of the country, and to do this are diverting other government resources to 
provide Customs and Border Protection with “all the tools necessary” to reduce this influx of 
migrants . He calls the COVID-19 the “Unseen Enemy.” “Americans from all walks of life are 2

coming together.”  
Six officials that came up to talk about the coronavirus have commented on the fact that 

illegal immigration must be stopped in times like these. Among these officials was Mike 
Pompeo, secretary of state. 

Pompeo very notably discards some accusations of the COVID-19 being originated in 
the US military.  3

 
 

1 It’s curious to see him placing this responsibility on himself, especially when so many government 
officials nowadays rely on diverting whatever blame could be placed on them to other places. But it is a 
global crisis. My guess? He knows the stress levels of the people, and people in stress get angry, and 
angry people blame others. So instead of having New Yorkers target a specific group within the vast 
cesspool of different races and ethnicities in the states’ highly diverse society, he is attempting to redirect 
it to himself. 
2 Simultaneously, I have seen on Twitter that Immigrations and Customs Enforcement (ICE) has been 
taking advantage of the fact that everyone is home in order to raid homes with possible immigrants. Keep 
in mind, Twitter is not a reliable news source, but they are often firsthand accounts from people, so they 
are worth a look. 
3 Why would they need to address this? 



I’m watching these press conferences live through NBC from the confines of my living 
room. I live in Guaynabo, Puerto Rico, where the whole island has been on a 24/7 “curfew” 
since Sunday night. Today marks Day 5 of curfew. Only workplaces allowed to be open (and 
thus, the only places people are allowed to go to) are those selling or working “essentials,” this 
means supermarkets, drugstores, gas stations, etc.  
 

My mom, who works in marketing and publishing, works 8-10 hours from home as of 
Tuesday. She told my brother and I that they're threatening to cut her pay or cut her off (fire her) 
entirely. My dad worked Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday this week. On Tuesday he was 
ordered to come in only on Mondays and Wednesdays, from then on. The rest of the days, he 
works from home. My brother, a senior in high school, started virtual classes on Tuesday. I’m 
currently preparing my own workplace (my room) into one that is healthy for me to perform 
whatever task is issued by my professors.  4

 
My brother claims that this is a “global crisis.” I asked him how he feels about this. He 

responds, “Am I bummed out? Yes. But it’s hard to focus on myself when the situation is that 
big.”  5

4 This has been the norm the last few days. Stress between all four of us in the house has been high. I get 
angry whenever anyone says virtually anything to me. My dad, probably taking the right measures, has 
stopped talking to me altogether. My mom complains about my dad all the time and criticizes my every 
move. 
5 Keep in mind, this is the fourth emergency situation that Puerto Rico has undergone in four years, and 
the second in just this year. My theory is that my little brother has become numb to all the emergency 
situations he has gone through as a puertorrican citizen. 


