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October 30, 1980 

Tom Osborne 
Sociology/Anthropology Department 

Dear Tom: 

I am pleased to inform you that the FIPSE Project Advisory Conmittee 
has approved your request to fund a dinner and discussion of the current 
and future roles of male faculty members at Wheaton. However, the budget 
alloted for this event was set at a maximum of $500.00 including suggested 
honorariwn of $100.00-$150.00. 

You may obtain the checks for the honorarium and the dinner from 
Mrs. Desrosiers in the Provost's Office. 

I would appreciate receiving copies of any formal communications con 
cerning the dinner. The Committee also requests that you submit a report 
including an evaluation of the effeet on curriculum develcpment and a 
budget, after the meeting has haken place. 

Again, on behalf of the COillllittee, let me express our confidence in 
the significance of your'proposal and the potential benefits for the 
Wheaton Community. 

Sincerely, 

Bonnie B. Spanier 
Associate Director 
FIPSE VUrriculum Development Project 

BBS/sc 
FIPSE Office 



WHEATON· 
COLLEGE 

NORTON. MASSACHUSETTS 02766 

October 21, 1980 

TO: Members of PAC 

FROM: Vaino Kola and Tom Osborne 

RE: Funds for a dinner and discussion of the current and 
future roles of male faculty members at ~1eaton. 

The "male meeting" at the Newport conference made it unquestionably clear 
that there is a great need for male members of the faculty to talk openly 
with one another about all kinds of things which they are concerned about 
as the College begins to search for ways to integrate the study of women 
into the curriculum. Comments made at the "male meeting" and since then, 
leave no doubt in our minds that the FIPSE PROJECT cannot succeed if the 
faculty feel threatened and/or otherwise concerned about their respective 
roles. Therefore, wr!. would like to assemble the male. faculty once again 
to continue the Newport discussions and to begin to try to determine what 
the future might hold. We believe that a group dinner, followed by dis 
cussion is the best way to achieve this. We estimate that the total cost 
for dinner for 40 people would be $400. We would like to also have Mr. 
Joseph Pleck, who moderated our Newport meeting, do so again. We do not 
yet know how much we would have to pay him but we do not expect it to be 
above $200. We have set Friday, Novembe r 14 as the tentative date for 
this event as we strongly believe that we should not let too much time 
pass between Newport and the next 5e-.!:J_ng. 
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November 21, 1980 

TO: FIPSE Connnittee 

FROM: Tom Osborne, Vaino Kola 

RE: Results of the meeting, Nov. 14th, of male faculty at Wheaton. 

The meeting of male faculty on November 14th in the faculty lounge for 
cocktails, dinner and discussion was attended by 23 male faculty of 28 who had 
committed themselves to attend and Joseph Pleck, moderator, from the Center for 
Research on Women, Wellesley College. 

Following dinner a two and one half hour discussion was held. The results 
of the discussion were several. First, it gave all those who attended an op 
portunity to express their concerns or lack of them at being males on the faculty 
at Wheaton. The discussion contained all aspects of a spectrum of views with 
regard to how people perceived their roles and what could be done under FIPSE 
or not done with respect to increasing the material about new research on women 
into the curriculum. Related attitudes of students, administration, and field 
considerations were also discussed. 

In our view the meeting served a positive purpose. It made it quite clear 
as to what various male faculty's concerns and commitments are. We feel that 
additional meetings of this size and scope would serve no further useful purpose. 
Instead support should be give to those male faculty who are planning to actively 
pursue a constructive effort to find how they as males can best relate to and 
include in their work the new research on women. In short, we know where people 
now stand, and further work should be undertaken by those who feel a strong 
connnitment to do so. 

We would like to report, 
as facilitator was adequate. 
removed the participants from 

in addition, that we feel our choice of Joseph Pleck 
We came to the conclusion that he was neutral and he 
the responsibility of chairing the meeting. 

In short, the meeting served the purpose for which it was designed; to 
continue the beginnings of a self-conscious male faculty involvement in the FIPSE 
idea and grant. It produced and provoked a long discussion, and from this meeting 
it may very well be that selected male faculty may wish to continue to work towards 
the aims of the FIPSE proposal. 
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January 6, 1982 

TO: FIPSE PAC 

FROM: Vaino Kola and Tom Osborne 

RE: Male faculty dinner/discussion 

The November 21, 1980 written report from Tom Osborne and I covers all aspects 
of what took place at the male dinner/discussion quite adequately. Hence, we 
are enclosing a copy of the same summary again. In addition, we would like to 
add that while Joseph Pleck did not contribute a great deal, he may very well 
have kept the meeting from getting out of control simply by being "the outside, 
neutral person with credentials." He was much more active as a moderator at 
the original meeting in Newport. He may have thought that at this second 
meeting, it would be best to let us set up the structure which we would follow 
and step in only if it did not work. As it turned out, the structure suggested 
by one faculty member worked very well (we each took a turn at making a state 
ment about the intention and potential impact of Wheaton's FIPSE grant). So, 
he did not have a great deal to do. 
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