
March 2, 19$1 

Alex Bloom, Ilistory 
Hilda Kahne, Economics 
John Hiller, Econorai.cs 
Jean Potuchek, Sociology/Anthropology 
Mary Skinner, History and Religion 

Dear 

I am pleased to tell you that the FIPSE Project Advisory 
Committee has approved the allocation of $550 for your film 
series: "Women in Society" for this semester. The committee 
expressed the hope that the advertising for this series would 
reflect FIPSE's support of this very worthwhile project. 

Please make arrangements for payment through Grace Desrosiers 
in the Provost's Office, allowing about two weeks for the process. 

Very truly, 

Bonnie Spanier 
Project Associate 
FIPSE Currichlium Development 
Project 

BS/sc 
Hellon-FIPSE Office 
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WHEATON 
COLLEGE 

NORTON. MASSACHUSElTS 02766 

February 18, 1981 

TO: PAC Committee 

FROM: Alex Bloom, Hilda Kahne, John Miller, Jean Potechek, Mary Skinner 

RE: Film Series: "Women in Society" 

The recent developments in documentary filmmaking, including the emergence of many 
important women filmmakers, have provided us with a vast array of provocative and 
important new films which are not only entertaining and stimulating, but fit well 
into the course material of a number of Wheaton's introductory courses. 

To take advantage of this wealth of available films, for both the benefit of students 
in various courses and the campus as a whole, we are proposing a short film series 
to run this semester. Individually, these films have enormous merit and supplement 
other elements in our courses. Together, we believe, they offer a panaorama of 
women's issues and their historical roles. 

The films proposed: 

"Growing Up Female" (to be shown mid-March) 
A film about the socialization of American women through a 
personal look i~to the lives of six woman, ages 4 to 35. 
(direct use in Economy of Work and the Family; Gender Role) 

"Union Maids" (early March) 
The by-now classic documentary of three women organizers 
during the 193Os, intermixed with their comments filmed 
during the 197Os. 
(for Modern America; Economy of Work and the Family) 

"With Babies and Banners" (mid March) 
A film about the women who became the backbone of the famous 
GM strike at Flint, Michigan in 1937, and how their activities 
change their lives. 
(for Modern America; Economy of Work and the Family; Macroeconomics) 

"Joyce at 34" (late March) 
A film on the first year of motherhood, juggling the demands of 
motherhood, career, and husband. 
(Gender Role, Economy of Work and the Family) 

"Rosie the Riveter" (mid April) 
A documentary on the role of women in World War II, as they joined 
the work force on the homefront. 
(Modern America; Economy of Work and the Family; Macroeconomics) 
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"Blow for Blow" (late April) 
A striking film about French women whose increased militancy 
in their workplace leads to both a new sense of themselves 
and changed relations at home. 
(Economy of Work and the Family; Women in Western Society; Microeconomics) 

"The Other Half of the Sky" (late April) 
A film about the interaction between American and Chinese women, 
drawn from the travels of Shirley MacLaine. 
(Economy of Work and the Family) 

The individual rentals for these films are: 

"Growing Up Female" $65 plus $5 shipping 
"Union Maids" 70 5 
"With Babies & Banners" 75 5 
"Joyce at 34" 40 4 
"Rose the Riveter" 75 5 
"Blow for Blow" 33 
"The Other Half of Sky" 100 5 

However, all the films, save "Blow for Blow" are distributed by New Day Films. 
They have offerred as the package price $383 plus shipping if we rent all six 
films. For the evening showings we need to pay the Student Film Society workers 
$3.35 per hour. That would add approximately $50 to the total. Thus the cost 
of presenting all seven films will be $550. 

Our plan for the series i~ to have at least two showings, one afternoon and one 
evening, of each film, plus classroom showings, where appropriate. In terms 
of course enrollment alone, among the five courses for which these films directly 
apply, the total enrollment is over 200. Therefore, these films are sure to 
reach a wide Wheaton audience, even before public showings are held. Finally, 
the entire community should be invited to the public showings, both on and off 
campus. The issues raised by the films are of equal importance to all - students 
and faculty, the Wheaton community and the Norton community, men and women. 

We hope the FIPSE Committee agrees. 
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