
THE LIBRARY 

WHEATON 
COLLEGE 

NORTON, MASSACHUSElTS 02766 
(617) 2as-7n2 

February 24, 1981 

Dear Ms. Spanier, 

The Women's Information Center is planning a panel discus 

sion on "Definitions of Feminism," and the ways in which personal 

definitions affect our lives, our work, and what we know. In par 

ticular, on this panel, where each speaker will represent a scholar 

ly discipline, it would be interesting to analyze personal atti 

tudes towards "bodies o( knowledge" -- their methodologies, their 

truthfulness or validity, their emphases, their exclusions -- 

from the point of view of a feminist. 

The panel discussion is planned for Wednesday, March 18 at 

7:30 PM in the Women's Information Center, in the library. Please 

indicate your interest in participating by Friday, March 6. After 

that date it would be useful for panel members to meet with each 

other. 
,) 

We look forward to your response and suggestions. 

Sincerely, 

Linda G. Pugsley, Wheaton 
fellow in the Women's 
Information Center 

Betty L. Brown, Staff 
supervisor, Women's 
Information Center 

cc. 
Alan Soble 

Kathleen Adams 
Bonnie Spanier 
Nancy Norton 
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WHEATON 
COLLEGE 

NORTON. MASSACHUSETTS 02766 
(617) 285-7722 

March 4, 1981 

to: i)t6nnie Spanier 
Ann Caldwell 
Preside_nt Emerson 

From: Anne Diffily j\\) 
Re: FIPSE feature release for news media 

Sam Coale has submitted this final draft of a feature story on 
the initial stages of Wheaton's FIPSE project. Would you 
please take a moment to read it and let me know if the 
information is correct and the treatment appropriate? I 
will hold this until Tuesday, March 10, for your comments 
before giving it to Priscilla Wescott for release. 

Thanks very much. 

encl. 



Scientist Bonnie Spanier brings a fresh approach to ground-breaking Wv1:e~ 

curriculum project 

As a scientist, Bonnie Spanier may be something of a heretic. 

As an administrator, she is on the cutting edge of a movement to revo 

lutionize college curricula. 

To Spanier, who holds a Harvard Ph.D. in microbiology, the 

notion that scientific research is objective is an illusion, and the 

idea that rationality informs the scientific method is much overrated. 

Those are unorthodox views for one trained as a researcher. But they 

dovetail with Spanier1s approach to her current job, in which she is 

helping to orchestrate an entire col1ege's treatment of women's studies. 

Spanier has come to Wheaton College, a liberal arts college 

for \200 women in Norton, Massachusetts, to help coordinate a sweeping 
~ 

Under a transformation of the traditional liberal arts curriculum. ,___ 
three-year government'grant from the Fund for the Improvement of Post- 

secondary Education (FIPSE), Wheaton has undertaken a 

to revise its 1ntroductory courses to incorporate the 

thinking of women. When complete, Wheaton's revised curriculum will 

LJ.~ 
collegewide effort ~~I 
activities and 1 ~I d;vlr- 

~ \ 
be a model for colleges and universities across the nation. 

Spanier, who is project associate for the FIPSE grant, began 

her career as a scientist. From 1978-80, however, Spanier expanded her 

professional interests to include women's issues while studying on one 

of ten research associateships from the Lilly Endowment Grant at the 

Bunting Institute of Radcliffe College. Her award, part of a larger 

grant to the Institute for research on women in American society, al 

lowed Spanier to study contemporary women in science. It was an eye 

opening experience. 
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open. 

"My research at the Bunting Institute broke my world wide 
"--..._"', c 0v,vevJ7 

I became a ~ to women's perspectives," Spanier reca 11 s. 

"The experience was so stimulating. It made me look and think in new 

ways about the traditional knowledge stored in my head. You suddenly 

wonder how knowledge is formed and shaped by present social perspec 

tives." 

J 
;----· 

\ 
\ 
\ is," she says. "It can be fraught with value judgments disguised as 

\ objec~:" ----J 
~· Similarly, Spanier observes, cultural and biological stereo- 

In particular, Spanier reassessed her views of science. 

now realize how selective and haphazard the scientific method really 

"1 ·1 

) 

types about the role of women in society can "infect the acquisition 

of knowledge .... The study of women pushes and pulls in new ways," she 

continues. "You discover hidden messages in literature, for instance, 

and new insights intO' levels of meaning and expression." 

The opportunity to re-shape traditi onal thinking about women 

through the curriculum of a women's college has made her return to 

~Jheaton an especially happy homecoming for Spanier, who taught biology 

here from 1975 to 1978. She was extremely pleased that a women's 

liberal-arts college such as Wheaton was chosen for the FIPSE grant. 

"1✓e were already thoroughly committed to women's education," she says. 

"l✓e were already enlightened." She maintains that the size of the col 

lege allows for flexibility and campus-wide participation in the FIPSE 

project. "Programs at other schools often involve only a small per- 

centage of the faculty. We're unusual in that 

and attitude of t~~:ul ty." effort 

we have the cooperative 
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The FIPSE process is already underway at Wheaton, Spanier re 

lates. The faculty participated in a two-day workshop in Newport, R.I., 

last faI l ; a five-day workshop on campus in January;}~ and is presently 

examining and evaluating the ''new research on women in their particular 

fields and deciding what new materials would be relevant to introduc- 

tory courses' ,, :Sa.A.j s srwue {. 
Several professors have already begun to include the new em 

phasis on and thinking about women in their introductory courses. As 

sociate Professor of Art Ann Murray explains, "In addition to offering 

my new seminar on Contemporary Women Artists for the first time, I have 

made an effort to include a number of readings specifically on women in 

my Impressionism/Post-Impressionism course." At one of the FIPSE meet 

ings, History Professor Nancy Norton "first heard of the Women's Group 

at the University of Indiana and wrote and asked for their materials ... 

I am using some of th>eir materials in my course on the Civil War and 

Reconstruction, to illuminate the experience of women on the move to 

the West Coast and in the South." 

And Hilda Kahne, chair of the economics department, is offer 

ing a new course on the economics of work and family. She will analyze 

the "economic aspects of changing roles and activities of men and women 

in the labor force and in the family, and their economic implications 

for home life, for the work place, and for social policy." Kahne will 

also examine ''individ~al and societal sex role differences and changing 

behavior" in her new course. 

"The FIPSE people are tremendously excited about this grant 

--about developing ways of~the new research on women into 

existing courses," Spanier says. Certainly they are no more excited 

than Spanier herself. She will continue to expand, her own--and 
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Wheaton's--knowledge of the historical and contempory contributions of 

women to our society. 


