
April 2, 1982 

To: John Kricher, Chair 
Educational Policy Committee 

From: Sheila Shaw, Chair 
Balanced curriculum CoDJ:ni ttee (formerly FIPSE-PAC), Subconxnittee 

of Educational Policy Committ:i?e 

Now in its second year, our colllllittee has undertaken various tasks, 
enumerated below, since the fall of 1981: 

1. On September 14, 1981, Project Associate Bonnier Spanier distributed 
to the faculty n report explaining how the Committee had dispersed its FIPSE 
funds during 1980-81. In her report, Spanier a) cited names of proposers and 
their departments; b) described each specific project and dates of initiation; 
and c) specified amounts of money distributed to ench proposer. (Please see 
attached report for a complete listing of 1980-82.) 

2. On October 2, 1981, members of the comm.ittee met with the faculty 
in order to discuss the Balanced Curriculum. Project after its first year. The 
specific purpose of this meeting was to establish open lines of communication 
between the faculty and our col!Jllittee during the second stage (curriculum 
development) of the F!PSE grant. 

3. October 9, 1981, was the deadline for proposals for this year. In 
the course of meetings over the next few weeks, the Committee was able, even 
tually, to fund requests from Philosophy; Psychology (second stage--an ongoing 
project); Biology; ;Literature (a group that in.eludes members from English, 
Classics, French, German, Russian). 

4. October 12 was the first of six sessions of the Faculty Discussion 
Series-•still in progress-•sponsored by our Committee. Each monthly session 
focuses on a different discipline and its contributions to new scholarship 
about women. All members of the faculty are invited to these discussion groups; 
reading materials are provided in advance. 

5. On December 14, 1981, Project Director Schmidt and ,roject Associate 
Spanier requested the Budget Advisory Group (nAG) for $10,750 from Venture funds. 
As expl3ined in thei~ letter, the money was needed largely to support faculty 
activities which were initiated by the FIPSE grant but which, due to our budgetary 
constraints, were significantly under-funded. 

$6,250 was subsequently granted to support the Literature summer workshop 
and the Psychology project. 

I 
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6. January 25~28, 1982: A four day Facult!,t workshop ("Balancing the 
Curriculum: Impact on Teaching and Research Methods") was held in Knapton. 
The major focus was en inform.ll presentation by ~eaton faculty, followed by 
active discussion based on our experiences as teachers and scholars. 

7. On February 18, 1982, a few members of the Balanced Curriculum 
Committee met with members of the Subcolllllittee on C.'urriculum (SOC). A 
summary of that meeting, prepared by Bonnie Spanier for BCC, is available for 
Ed Pol, if desired. 

In addition to the above events, administrators of the project and faculty 
involved in integration projects, have responded to invitations from institu 
tions which have heard about Wheaton•s Balanced curriculum Project. So fal", 
Project Director Ruth Schmidt, and various individual faculty, have visited 
University of Wisconsin--Green Ray; Saint Joseph College in Hartford (also at• 
tending this presentation were representatives from the University of Connect 
icut, University of Hartford, Wesleyan, Trinity); Rhode Island College; and 
Colby•Sawye.r College. During the month of April, groups will visit-•all by 
invitation--Goucher, Agnes Scott, and Colgate-Hamilton. 

Finally, as explain-ed in a four-page letter (March 19) from Bonnie 
Spanier to the Faculty> our Committee has decided to use its reaaining 1981-82 
funds 11to support a fuculty seminar to investigate theoretical frameworks for 
integrating the study of women into the liberal arts.11 Plense see said letter 
for a description of the particulars. 

In closing this report, our Committee would li~..e to ask Ed pol to reeons&:ler 
its designation of Sherrie Bergman, the College Librarian, as a non~voting mem 
ber of BCC. Ms. Bergman is invaluable to us for many reasons, and since she is .> 

a voting member of the Faculty, we would very much like to have her services as 
a votinz member. 
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July 15~ 1982 

To: Ruth Schmidt 

From: Bonnie Spanier 

Re: Annual Report to Provost about Balanced Curriculum P-roject 

/ 

The enclosed reports sutmtarize the major activities of the Balanced 
Curriculum Project for 1981-82. The first lists all activities 
fund~d by the Balanced CU.rriculum Project Advisory Committee with 
checks indicating activities taking place in, l.981--82. Activities 
based within departments took place in the are.as of biology, economics> 
English., government, history, music, ph:llos0phy, peysical education, 
psychology and religion. Multidepa.rtmental activiti~s included the 
literature group and the visiting professor in Wctmen's Studies, 
Kathleen Adams, teaching, one course a semester. And the fa.culty 
developll'1ent activities across a variety of disciplines that were spon 
sored thi~ year included the faculty discussion session on the new 
scholarship. about women, e second faculty workshop called "Balancing 
the Curriculum--Impact on Teaching and Researeb Methods" and a faculty 
study group on feminist theory. 

Th.e second report included here is a report from the Balanced 
CUrricul.u.-n I>roject Advisory Comi,nittee to the Co!llllri.tte:e on Educational 
Policy, and it is a report of our committee•s activities through the 
spring of 1982. It indicates the kinds of dissemination activities 
that Wheaton faculty and administrators have taken part in off campus 
in describing our Balanced CUrriculum•efforts. 

At this ti.me after two years of our focused efforts of integrating the 
study of w0111en into the curriculum we have involved a good p:ortion of 
the t4heaton faculty in integration activi.ti:es including faculty develop 
ment and curriculum development of various kinds. We have elso 
developed a core group of about a dozen faculty who are becoming knowl 
edgeable about feminist theory beyond disciplinary bound~ttas. 

We have successfully negotiated the third year budget at $45,910. Next 
year's com:nittee which will see Herb Ellison> Darlene Boroviak, Ann 
Murray and Roz Ladd replacing former members Ruth Schmidt, V•ino Ktitla 
and Hilda Kahne will advise the new Director, Bonnie Spanier in allocating 
up to $5000 in faculty incentives. Darlene Boroviak has a.greed to work 
closely with Bonnie Spanier on matters of policy concerning the development 
of the project. 



Wheaton College 

Balanced Curriculum (FifSE) Allocations 
1980-1982, First and Second Years 

A. Departmental Integration Activities B. Multidepartmental c. Other 

A. Departmental Integration Activities 

Department, Proposers Projects Amounts Initiation of Project 

Biology, Kathleen Zawasky I Integrating the study of $400 for materials Spring, 1982 
women into the biological 
sciences: four seminars on 
practical applications 

Chemistry, Bojan Jennings Contributions of women to the $2000 for summer Summer, 1981 
oevelopment of chemistry stipend 

Economics, for John Miller Integration into introductory 1/3 release time Spring, 1982 
macro- and micro-economics + $200 for special 

materials 

Economics, Hilda Kahne Film, "Wilmar 8" $85 Fall, 1981 

Education, Charles Rathbone Sexism in schools $925 for stipends Summer, 1981 
and Frances Maher 1. Summer workshop (two) 

2. Consultants and consultants 
" 

English, Richard Pearce 1. Film, "Marriage of Maria $200 Fall, 1980 
Braun" 

2. Consultants: incorporated 
into January workshop 

English, Frances Shirley Feminist perspectives on 1/3 release Fall, 1981 
Shakespeare and Elizabethan time 
literature - 

' 



7 Departmental Integration Activities Continued -2- 
, - - - - - -- ·----- ------ ------------ .. - 

French, Janet Letts and Enrichment in French 
Jeanne Whitaker 1. Consultants $500 Fall, 1980 

2. Janet Letts 1/3 release time Spring, 1981 
3. Jeanne Whitaker, $1000 Summer, 1981 

research in France 
4. Jeanne Whitaker, Inter- $15 registration Spring, 1981 

national Symposium on 
Women Writers 

Government, Shirley Co-sponsor film, Sambizanga $100 Fall, 1981 
Washington about African women and 

colonialism 
" 

History, for Alex Bloom Conference on integration $1090 Spring, 1981 
and Mary Skinner materials in American and 

EuroJ>_ean history courses 

History 1. Ann Lane, visiting professor part-time salary 1981.-1982 
2. Martha Tolpin, consultant in $150 Spring, 1981 

European history integration 

Music, Ann Sears 1. women in music $ 2000 for summer Summer, 1981 
stipend 

2. Performance and history $700 Fall, 1981 
of music workshop 

Philosophy, Carol Cleland Feminist perspectives in $370 Spring, 1982 
philosophy of science: Sandra 
Harding visit 

Physical Education, Body image/self-concept survey $600 Fall, 1981 
Rosalie Ciummei 

p p t Am, t Initiat· f p t 

·; 



Departmental Integration Activities Continued -3- 

Department, Proposers Proiects Amounts Initiation of Project 

Psychology Revision of Introductory Courses 
Part I 
1. Marylyn Rands, coordinator 

of departmental research 

2. Consultants 
3. Workshop 

4. Conference on feminist 
psychology 

Part II 
Evaluation 
1. Judy Rosenblith and 

Marylyn. Rands 
2. Marylyn Rands 

1/3 release time 
for coord. + $400 
for materials 
$600 
$1750 for stipends 

(8) 
$50 registration 

$5000 
$1600 from 
Venture funds 

Spring, 1981 

Summer, 1981 

Spring, 1981 

Fall, 1981 

Spring. 1982 

Religion, Jack Teahan Women in religious studies 1/3 release time Fall, 1981 

Soc/Anthro, Kathleen 
Adams and John Burton 

Eleanor Leacock visit $300 plus travel Fall, 1980 

B. Multidepartmental 

Proposers Proiects .... Amounts Initiation of Project 

Alex Bloom (History), 
Hilda Kahne (Economics), 
John Miller (Economics), 
Jean Potuchek (Soc/Anthro), 
and Mary Skinner (History/ 
Religion) 

Film series, "Women in Society" $550 Spring, 1981 

Bonnie Spanier and 
Ruth Schmidt 

Kathleen Adams, visiting 
associate .professor in Gov 
ernment Dept. Interdepart- 
mental courses: "The New 
Scholarship on Women: Feminist 
Critiques of the Natural and 
Social Sciences' and "Women as 
Scholars_ in Contemporary Society" 

half-time 
salary 

f 

1981-1982 

L 
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Multidepartmental Continued 

- - ~ - - - - ............ _.._ ...... '"" ..... .LJ.J..&., '- .LO i....&.Vi.L V - 
Rhoda Flaxman, Sue Standing, New contents, new techniques 
and Eva Stigers, Literature for teaching introductory 
Group literature courses: 

1. Five seminars, twenty $1200 for Fall, 1981 
participants materials and 

consultants 
2. Summer workshop $4650 from Summer, 1982 

Venture funds for 
stipends and 
consultants 

c. Other '- 

Proposers Projects Amounts Initiation of Project 

Vaino Kola (Art) and Male faculty $342 Fall, 1980 
Tom Osborne (Soc/Anthro) dinner-discussion 

Bonnie Spanier and FIPSE- Faculty workshop I $5233 January, 1981 
PAC Subcommittee "Introduction to the New_ 

Scholarship about Women" 

Faculty workshop II $1900 January, 1982 
"Balancing the Curriculum: 
Impact on Teaching and 
Research Methods" 

Faculty discussion session on $500 Fall, 1981 
scholarship about women 

Ruth Schmidt, Provost Seven faculty and two $728 Spring, 1981 
administrators attending 
Scholars and women Conference 

Bonnie Spanier GLCA Summer Institute in $1200 Summer, 1981 
Women's Studies 

Tom Brooks (English), Student essay contest on $300 1981-1982 
Nancy Norton (History), perspectives on women in the 
and Liz Melehan liberal arts 

f 

Alex Bloom and Bonnie 
Spanier 

Faculty seminar on theoretical 
frameworks for integration 

$3500 Summer 1982 
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Wheaton College 
announces a 

Working Conference on How to 
Integrate the Study of Women into 

the Curriculum 

Wheaton College 
Norton, Massachusetts 

"Moving Toward 
a Balanced 
Curriculum" 
June 22-24, 1983 

for 
'learns of Faculty and 

Administrators from Colleges and 
Universities 

For more information, write: 

Dr. Bonnie Spanier 
Balanced Curriculum Project Director 

Wheaton College 
Norton, Massachusetts 02766 

617-285-7722 
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Toward a 
Balanced 
Curriculum 
Integrating the 
Study of Women 
into the Liberal Arts 

A Curriculum Development 
Project Supported by the 
Fund for the Improvement 
of Postsecondary Education 

1980-1983 

Bonnie Spanier 
Project Director 
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Purpose and Outcome of Project 

In 1980, Wheaton College undertook a pioneering 
effort to revise introductory curriculum to reflect 
a gender-balanced view of human experience. 

The products of the voluntary three-year 
program of self-assessment, faculty education 
about the study of women, and curriculum 
development will include enriched introductory 
courses and a case study describing the process 
of change. 

Wheaton will share its experiences and 
materials with teams of colleagues from colleges 
and universities of diverse types at a campus 
conference in June of 1983 to stimulate 
integration efforts nationwide. 

"The FIPSE workshop in January was both 
exhilarating and threatening. It opened my 
eyes - and mind - to all kinds of dimensions 
and directions my courses could take; and 
indeed I am pursuing them in modem fiction 
andfilm. But it also made me realize how little 
I knew, how many books I had to read, how 
many books I had to re-read, and - most 
disturbing - how I had to reconsider the values 
that governed the canon and the approaches to 
which I've been committed in my teaching and 
writing. We know that such radical re 
evaluation should be ultimately enlivening, but 
not until we go through the very hard work and 
very real doubting." 
Richard Pearce, Professor of English 

Campus-wide Multidisciplinary Projects 

i two-day conference of faculty, 
administrators, and student leaders to initiate 
discussion of the relevance of the study of 
women to Wheaton's curriculum, with outside 
consultants stimulating interest in finding 
resource materials. 

.Y. week-long Intensive workshop with 
assigned reading guided by women's studies 
scholars addressing the impact on various 
traditional disciplines. 

"' monthly faculty discussions of classic 
scholarship in women's studies. 

.Y. seminar on feminist theory as applied to 
integration efforts. 

Integration Activities in the Following 
Subjects 

anthropology, biology, chemistry, economics, 
education, English, French, history, literature, 
music, philosophy, physical education, 
psychology, religion, and women's studies. 

Examples of Integration Projects 

"° In the department of psychology, faculty 
compensation and outside consultants provided 
resources for collection and assessment of 
materials about women in the different areas of 
psychology, planning of revisions of introductory 
courses, and evaluation of the impact of those 
changes on students and teachers. 
i Women's studies scholars in European 

and American histcry gave lectures in courses 
and worked with faculty in history to integrate 
new materials and transform perspectives in 
existing courses. Faculty members attend a 
conference on integrating women's history into 
traditional curriculum. 
i An economics professor received released 

time from teaching to develop an annotated 
bibliography on women and economics and to 
give several lectures on that subject to classes in 
introductory microeconomics and 
macroeconomics as the first stage towards 
integration. 
i Biologists met to discuss assigned 

reading on gender issues in biology and 
sponsored a consultant's presentation and 
informal discussion about gender issues and 
sociobiology. 
i A visiting scholar offered two 

introductory-level women's studies courses on 
the new scholarship about women: "Feminist 
Critiques of the Natural and Social Sciences" 
and "Women as Scholars in Contemporary 
Society." 

"I believe it is essential that we integrate 
knowledge about women throughout the 
curriculum. Our integrity as intellectuals and 
scholars is at stake. We cannot ignore new 
findings and new perspectives. Rather, we must 
rethink our beliefs on the basts of the new 
knowledge if we are to live up to our own 
ideals." 
Alice Emerson, President of Wheaton College 

Case Study and Dissemination Conference 

Wheaton intends to share with Interested 
institutions the case study of the process of 
curriculum change and the collection of enriched 
course syllabi. At the dissemination conference 
planned for June 22-24, 1983, Wheaton faculty. 
administrators, and students will provide 
resources to assist teams of educators in 
initiating or stimulating programs on their 
campuses to integrate the study of women into 
the curriculum. Resource people from other 
integration projects may contribute to the 
conference if funds are available. 

Project Director 
Bonnie Spanier - 

Fields: history of science, biology, 
women's studies 

Advisory Committee 
A committee of faculty. administrators, and 
students advises the project administrators 
about the use of funds, provides direction by 
acting on proposals from the faculty for 
Integration projects which stress cooperative self 
assessment and possible revision of 
introductory-level courses, and shapes the 
multidisciplinary activities supported by the 
grant. 

"The experience at Wheaton is teaching many 
things, not the least of which is the value of 
controversy and discomfort. The primary lesson, 
however, is that it is possible to take a solid 
step toward a curriculum which reflects the 
experiences of women as well as men,jor a 
fuller understanding of humanity." 
Bonnie Spanier, Project Director 

Outside Advisory Board 
Paula Goldsmid - 

Dean of Faculty, Scripps College 
Margaret V. McIntosh - 

Program Director, Wellesley College Center 
for Research on Women 

Elizabeth Kamarck Minnich - 
Professor of Philosophy, Union Graduate 
School, and Academic Coordinator, National 
Women's Studies Institute 


