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Each year since 1966 the American Council on Education (ACE) through the Cooperative 
Institutional Research Program (CIRP) has conducted a survey of students entering 
college as first time, full time freshmen. Wheaton College has participated in 
the survey for 13 out of the 14 years, and this report focuses on the last four 
years of data, for the classes entering Wheaton in 1976 through 1979. 

Data is collected through the use of the Student Information Form (SIF) which is 
designed to serve two functions: (1) obtain student input data for longitudinal 
research; and (2) obtain standard descriptive and normative data for general 
information. For the most paTt, the SIF's administered over the past four years 
have covered similar items, so it is possible to identify trends in several areas. 

For the purpose of this report, the 39 items in the 1979 SIF (Appendix A) were 
grouped into the following seven categories: 

1. biographic and demographic, 
2. high school background, 
3. selection of college, 
4. future career plans and educational aspirations, 
5. financial arrangements, 
6. current activities, and 
7. attitudes, objectives, & opinions. 

Appendix B lists the 1979 survey items by these categories. 

This report is not intended to be an all encompassing study of the SIF data for 
the past four years. It focuses on high school background; selectionof college; 
future career plans & educational aspirations~ attitude, objectives & opinions; 
and to a limited extenS on current activities and biographic & demographic data. 
The category of financial>arrangements is not covered because it was felt that 
the information is already compiled by the Financial Aid Office. However, if 
anyone wishes to investigate any of thetopics further, the four years of summary 
data from ACE and the spread sheets developed for this report are available in 
the Business Office. 

In the summary data sheets, ACE supplied comparison data to four year colleges(FYC) 
for the years 1976-1978, and to four year independent colleges of high selectivity 
(ICHS) for the year 1979 (Wheaton is classified as an independent college of high 
selectivity). 



SURVEY RESULTS 

SELECTION OF COLLEGE 

Reasons for Attending College 

The main reasons for attending college given by Wheaton students, female students 
at four year colleges, and female students at independent colleges of high selec 
tivity are as follows: 

Reason 
Wheaton 
4-Yr .Avg. 

ICHS 
'79 Response 

Learn more about things 89% 
Gain general education 89% 
Meet new & interesting people 79% 
Prepare for graduate school 60% 
Get a better job 60% 
Become more cultured person 57% 

82% 
77% 
68% 
46% 
71% 
44% 

4-Yr.Col. 
3-Yr .Avg. 

85% 
84% 
73% 
56% 
66% 
50% 

Over the past four years the% of Wheaton students responding "get a better job" 
varied significantly - the high in 1978 was 70.2% while the low in 1979 was 48.9%. 

In the past three years 60% of the entering classes reported chances were very 
good that they would be satisfied with college. 

Choice of College 

On the average approximately 60% of the entering students indicated Wheaton was 
their first choice; for other four year colleges and independent colleges of high 
selectivity this figure is around 75%. 

> 

From 1976 to 1979, there does appear to be a slight increase in the% of students 
who indicated Wheaton as their first choice (1976 - 50.3%; 1979 - 59.4%). 

For each of the past four freshmen classes, over 88% of the students indicated 
Wheaton was either their first or second choice. 

The most frequent reasons for selecting Wheaton are: 

4-Yr.Avg.% 
Its good academic reputation 76% 
Offers special educational 31% 
programs 

Offers financial assistance 17% 

There is a significant.decrease from 1976 to.1979 in the% of students who 
indicated they selected Wheaton because of its good academic reputation (82% in 
1976 compared to 67% in 1979). 

There is a slight decrease in the% of students who indicated they chose Wheaton 
for its special educational programs (35% in 1976; 27% in 1979). 
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Number of Applications & Admissions 

Wheaton students apply to more colleges than students at other institutions. As 
a result, Wheaton students have more total acceptances, although it appears that 
their "success rate" is lower. 

% Wheaton Students 
(4-Yr. Average) 

Applied to 3 or more colleges 73% 

Accepted by 3 or more colleges 43% 

% Female Students 
ICHS 

1979 Response 

46% 

39% 

% Female Students 
4-Yr. Colleges 
(3-Yr. Average) 

25% 

25% 

HIGH SCHOOL BACKGROUND 

Average Grades in H.S. 

The% of Wheaton students with A- or better grades in H.S. has not changed over the 
past four years. 

Wheaton has a lower% of students with A or A+ average grades in H.S. than other four 
year colleges. 

The% of Wheaton students with B+ or better grades has decreased slightly over the 
past four years (55% in 1976 to 48% in 1979). 

Academic Rank in H.S. & Type of H.S. 
> 

There is no trend information on academic rank and type of H.S. because questions on 
these topics were not included in previous years. 

In 1979 47% of Wheaton's entering freshmen ranked in the top 20% of their H.S. class. 
This compares to 63% for female students entering independent colleges of high 
selectivity. 

62% of Wheaton students entering in 1979 attended public school; the comparable figure 
for independent colleges of high selectivity is 75%. 

HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAMS & REMEDIAL WORK 

On the average 98% of Wheaton's students were in the college preparatory program in 
high school. 

There is a decrease in the% of students reporting a need for remedial work in 
mathematics (30% in 1977; 19% in 1979). 

A decreasing% of students reported a need for remedial work in the foreign languages 
(13% in 1977; 4% in 1979). 
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FUTURE CAREER PLANS & EDUCATIONAL ASPIRATIONS 

Educational Aspirations 

Compared to other colleges Wheaton has a higher% of students who plan to earn degrees 
beyond the bachelor's level - 83% of Wheaton students, 77% of female students at ICHS 
and 61% of female students at 4 yr. colleges plan to obtain degrees beyond the 
bachelor's level. 

The% of students planning to earn a medical degree (MD, DO, DDS or DUM) has decreased 
slightly over the past 4 years (12% in 1976 to 6% in 1979). 

The% of students interested in obtaining a law degree has remained constant. 

Over the past 3 years, an average of 83% of the students reported it was very 
likely they would get their bachelors degree - for ICHS the % was 87%; for 4 yr. 
colleges - 76%., 

Major Field of Study 

On the average 34% of the students in each entering class indicated their major 
field of study at Wheaton would be in the Arts & Humanities - dominant specific 
areas within Arts & Humanities were English Literature, Fine & Applied Arts, 
Journalism and Language. 

25% of the students reported their major field of study would be in the Social 
Sciences with political science and psychology the dominant areas. 

At Wheaton students interested in business appear to be increasing while those 
interested in biology & other physical sciences appear to be decreasing. 

> 

An average of 8% of the students in each class were undecided, and over 20% of the 
students indicated chances were good that they would change their major. 

ProbabJ..e Career Occupation 

Students indicated a variety of probable career occupations; the top three were lawyer, 
business executive and writer/journalist. 

Over 20% of the students reported they were undecided in their career choice which is 
a higher% than for the 4 yr. college students (12%). 

25%.of the Wheaton students indicated they would probably change their career choice - 
this compares to 15% at 4 yr. colleges. 

There was a slight decrease in the% of Wheaton students who thought chances were very 
good that they would find a job in their preferred field (65% in 1977; 59% in 1979); 
at independent colleges of high selectivity and 4 year colleges, 68% of the students 
believed they would find a job in their preferred field. 

- 



ATTITUDES, OBJECTIVES & OPINIONS 

Objectives 

Over 50% of Wheaton students considered the following objectives to be essential 
or very important - for comparison purposes the response percentages from ICHS 
and 4 year colleges are also given. 

Objective 
Wheaton 

(3 yr. avg.) 

Be an authority in my field 75% 
Help others in difficulty 70% 
Develop a philosophy of life 63% 
Keep up with political affairs 58% 
Raise a family 57% 
Be very well off financially 53% 
Obtain recognition from colleagues 53% 

ICHS 
(1979 response) 

71% 
71% 
62% 
50% 
61% 
52% 
52% 

4 Yr. College 
(avg. of 77 & 78 res.) 

73% 
76% 
63% 
37% 
61% 
50% 
47% 

The objectives which were indicated by a decreasing percentage (difference) 5% points) 
of Wheaton students are: 

Objectives 

Be an authority in my field 
Develop philosophy of life 
Create artistic works 
Be involved in environmental 

clean-up 

1977 response 1979 response 

79% 
68% 
25% 
34% 

68% 
59% 
19% 
28% 

> 

The objectives which were indicated by an increasing percentage (difference ) 5% points) 
of Wheaton students are: 

Objectives 1977 response 1979 response 

Influence social value 30% 
Have administrative responsibility 29% 
Be very well off financially 49% 

37% 
35% 
56% 

Political Orientation 

The mix of political beliefs among Wheaton students has been relatively unchanged 
over the past four years - the breakdown is 50% middle of the road, 27% liberal, 
and 20% conservative. 

Opinions 

Over 50% of the Wheaton students agreed strongly or somewhat with the following 
statements - for comparison purposes the response of female students from 4 year 
colleges and independent colleges of high seleGtivity are also given: 
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Statement 
Wheaton Students 

4 Yr. Avg. 
ICHS 

'79 Response 

Women should get job equality 
Fed. gov't. discourages energy use 
Gov't. not controlling pollution 
Energy shortage causes depression 

(79& 78 only) 
Inflation biggest domestic problem 

(1979 only) 
Students help evaluate faculty 
Gov't. not protecting consumer 
Use same degree standard for all 
Abortion should be legalized 
Grading in high school too easy 
Need national health care plan 
Wealthy should pay more taxes 
Marijuana should be legalized 
Live together before marriage 
Too many rights for criminals 

98% 
89% 
84% 
82% 

75% 

74% 
73% 
70% 
69% 
69% 
60% 
58% 
58% 
55% 
53% 

98% 
88% 
86% 
88% 

79% 

77% 
73% 
77% 
64% 
67% 
56% 
61% 
46% 
41% 
54% 

4 Yr.Colleges 
3 Yr. Avg. 

96% 
84% 
84% 
82% 

73% 
75% 
75% 
53% 
63% 
61% 
73% 
43% 
38% 
57% 

The response of Wheaton students to the following statements differed by ten or 
morepercentage points in the years surveyed. 

Statement % of Students Who Agreed Strongly or Somewhat 
1979 1978 1977 1976 

Too many rights for criminals 58% 55% 52% 48% 
Grading in high school too easy 68% 66% 65% 58% 
Women's activities best in home 21% 13% 15% 11% 
Live together before marriage 47% 51% 55% 57% 
Discourage large families > 39% 46% 55% 60% 
Sex 0.K. if people like each other 45% 45% 52% 41% 
Students help evaluate faculty 70% 73% 72% 81% 

Current Activities 

Over 50% of Wheaton's students indicated they have engaged in the following activities: 

% of Wheaton Students 
( 2 Yr. Avg.) 

Activity 

Attended public recital or concert 
Attended religious service 
Drank beer 
Stayed up all night 
Took vitamins 
Played musical instruments 

92% 
83% 
78% 
66% 
60% 
56% 

% of Female Stu. 
ICHS 

(1979 response) 

91% 
86% 
69% 
69% 
69% 
57% 

% of Female Stu. 
4 Yr.Col. 

(1978 response) 

86% 
91% 
61% 
68% 
64% 
52% 
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BIOGRAPHIC & DEMOGRAPHIC 

Racial Background 

On the average over the past four years 95% of the students entering Wheaton are 
white/caucasian. 

Religious Preference 

40% - Roman Catholic - increased slightly over the past four years (34.6% in 1976 
and 39.1% in 1979) 

37% Protestant 

5% Jewish 

12% No religious preference 

Estimated Parental Income 

30% of each entering class estimated parental income to be over $50,000. 

Parental Education 

In each entering class over 90% of the students indicated their fathers had a 
collegedegree or some college education,. and over 40% had fathers who had 
graduate degrees or some graduate school. 

Over 70% of the students indicated that their mothers had a college degree or 
some college education. 

> 
Parental Occupation 

The major occupation of the fathers is businessman (over 40%), the next most 
frequent occupations were doctor/dentist (8%), engineers (9%) and lawyers (6%). 

Over 33% of the students indicated their mothers were full time homemakers. 
(This% has decreased slightly over the past four years - 41% in 1976 to 33% 
in 1979); the next most frequent occupations were businesswoman (10%); elementary 
educator (7%); business-clerical (6%); and nurse (6%). 
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UNl'\'EH.SlTY OF CALIFOHNlA, LOS ANGELES 

Bt-:llt-.EI.EY · J)\ns · 111\l'\t·: · l,()', :\NCEI.ES • Hl\'EHSIDE · S:\N DlEC() • SA\: FI\ANCISCO SA1'TA llA!lllAI\A- • SA1'TA CRUZ 

COOPF.l\ATl\'I:: 1:--STITUTIO:--AL RESEARCH PROGRAM 
OF THE A\IEHICA:S COL':--CIL ON EDUCATI_O:S AND 
TIIE U:--IVEHSITY OF CALIFOR:SIA AT LOS A1"GELES 

Dear Institutional Representative: 

GRADUATE SCHOOL OF EDUCATION 
LOS A:--IGELES, CALIFORNIA 90024 

, . '. ~ ·, 
.. \. ·~ 

We are pleased that your institution is participating in the Co 
operative Institutional Research Program. Under separate cover we are 
sending the tf-.._')O Student Information Forms that you requested. The 
fans will be mailed from Minneapolis so as to reach you on or before 

· {f..uff«-Q.._,J.. IS . If for some reason you do not re_ ceive them by that 
date,1 lease call me collect (213-825-1925 or 213-478-6556). 

This marks the 15th year of this continuing study of higher education. 
Past experience has indicated that your adherence to a few simple procedural 
guidelines will result in maximum benefits for your institution and for our 
program. These guidelines, attached, are in two parts: first, those which 
are general and apply to all participating institutions, and second, those 
additional guidelines which pertain to institutions selecting one or more of 
the special options offered in this program. 

\tie strongly urge all institutions to take advantage of Special Option 
#1.- We have received many requests from institutions wishing to ·perform 
follow-up studies for data files with identifiable student data. We cannot 
fill these requests unless the institution asks the students to grid an I.D. 
number on the SIF at the time of administration. 

It is imperative for the success of this program that the attached 
Administration Report Form be completed and accurately filled out and re 
turned with the Student Information Forms to Minneapolis. (You should not 
return unused forms.) All completed forms must be returned ·by October 15, 
1980. Also, please find enclosed, for your convenience, a checklist and a 
schedule of operations. 

Thank you again for your cooperation in the Cooperative Institutional 
Research Program. 

Sincerely, 

M~I~ 
Margo R. King 
Staff Coordinator 

r.. 

Attachments: Administrative Report Form 
Guidelines 
Special Options 
Checklist 



A. 

B. 

c. Please provide your most ,accurate estimate of the 

1. 

~ .. ,,· 
ADMINISTRATION REPORT FORM • ~- :, ·• .. ~~-""f ' ... ~ 

1980 COOPERATIVE INSTITUTIONAL RESEARCH PROGRAM 1; ,, ·:.; L li,v ,(. 
~ ,,,,,.. ' . . 

This form is essential to the processing of your questionnaires.1;'Please be:·.t 
sure that you have filled it out completely and,that you return it,-along 
with your completed student.questionnaires, to our contractor· in~Mi.nneapolis.'\:.,., 
Pleasi answer all questions accurately or to the best of your-knowledge~ 7If 
you do not expect to be able to obtain the information by October/15,:d980;<,,.,, 
please ship the questionnaires to Minneapolis with a .copy of .the 'incomplete\.'• 
form and then mail the completed form to UCLA when you have" obtained ,the'-'.~ 
needed information. Please let Margo Ki'ng (213-825-1925 or 213-478-6556).know ,·t 
that the form will be arriving separately. ·.,.· ,. ' · . !L. ~,::,, ·: ··~. · 

' .. t· . \"•· ----~ .,~· •."· :·t ••. ~ 
• ",I~.,_\, ~ ~• ' • •X.• ~j t.,.'.1, s -.,t' •: ',tvr ;,_ "· ) • ~ 

Number of first-time, full-time entering 
freshmen enrolled for 1980 

Number of first-time, full-time entering·· U· 
black or minority group freshmen enrolled 

;.-.. 
3. Number of completed questionnaires· 

2. 

' :r 
O. If. you have requested breakouts, please first r_eread At t echment T, -paragraph ·#5. 

Then please list the label for each group below. All .forms should ber i nc l uded 
in these eight breakout groups; if you have requested breakouts,• you must have 
at least two physically separated and labeled groups and no more than eight. If 
you have surveyed nonfreshmen (including transfer' students' and part-time stu 
dents), they must be included in these ·eight groups. '.' DO NOT BUNDLE NONFRESHMEN 
ANO PART-TIME STUDENTS SEPARATELY. · · They will be .·•automatically .. removed, by 
analyses of questionnaire item·resppnses, .and a separate ~eport:w\11 be provided 
t t. ll · ... · ~,·'t , -ii-~('.·,.'--""" Z-,'·.J::.· -• au oma 1ca y. ,· • . ,:·, , t_..-,,. .,· • .- , '1"•J·· ~"'"; J. J. •t-~ ~ .. '!. t . • , • . . , . . " . . - • Y' ,, •l~- .:It 11 . . ,,t . " . . < . ; :. . . :· , ," . \.f y ~ -~ , .L: .:·• 1·, , . t•• ~,·t 4;11 r :/,, . .-; .. ;;,, 

Breakout Label· (limited-~to,'~15 .. characters)· ; ..... .;:# of Questionnaires in·Group .. 
. . . ~- 

1) 

2) 

3) 

4) 

5) 

6) 

7) 

8) 

I• 

., 



E. Was the questionnaire administered: 

,. .fl 

1. In l large group? • ' a single 

2. In two or more small er groups? 

3. In one or more proctored groups? 

4. By mail? .. .. \. :;--.,· 

5. By some other distribution and collec~ion procedure? 
--;ti~ 

F. Describe briefly any unusual circumstances or 
administering the questionnaire. 

,> 

G. If more than 20 percent of ·your first-time,-~ 
ticipate in the survey, please explain. 

Signature of Person 

· Typed or 

· . Title 

' ·, 



P 1 ease note #1, #2, and "3. Pl ease a 1 so note that the boxes the forms are sent in can 
be used to return them after they are administered. 

Attachment 1 

G~neral Guidelines for All Participants 
l 

1) The Student Information Forms are designed to be self-administered in 
a proctored situation during the freshman orientation or registration period. 
Preferably, the forms should be completed by your entering freshman class before 
the start of the academic year. If this is not possible, they should be completed 
before the end of the first full week of classes. 

2) Use only the 1980 version of the Student Informatidn Form. We cannot process 
any of the old forms. 

' - \ . ' ''' 

3) The questionnaire is processed by an optical scanning device, and therefore, 
it must be filled out in black lead PENCIL. For~s filled out in ink are difficult to 
process and cost us an extra $0.15 per form. If possible, provide #2 1/2 pencils in 
the testing situation. 

4) The questionnaires should not be folded. Staples and paper clips may 
not be used. 

5) As soon as the forms have been completed by your students, complete the 
attached Administration Report Form. This form must be completely filled out in 
order for your questionnaires to be processed and must be returned WITH THE QUESTION 
NAIRES to expendite the production and dissemination of institutional summary.reports 
and comparable national normative data. RETURN the completed que s t ionn a ir e s and 
Administration Report Form in the self-addressed box(es) provided to: 

INTRAN Corporation 
45~5 West 77th Street 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55435 

These forms must be returned by October 15, 1980. We suggest that you choose a 
shipping method that can be traced if the shipment is lost en route and that you keep 
any receipts that will facilitate such tracer. action. If the forms are shipped in 
more than one package, please so indicate on the exterior of the cartons (e.g., 111 of 
3''). Please send all of your forms and the Administration Repo~t Form at the same 
time. If you do not have all the information, please send the form with as much 
information as possible to INTRAN and send the entire completed form to UCLA as soon 
as possible. Place the Administration Report Form on top of·the questionnaires in box 
1. 

6) Summary reports will be provided to each participating institution. The 
data for your institution will be reported in the first three columns (male, female, 
total); the second three columns (male, female, total)--except on the part-time and 
transfer student reports)--give weighted normative data based on all students entering 
a type of institution comparable to your own. Provisions are made to supply separate 
summary reports for special breakout groups of FIRST-TIME, FULL-TIME FRESHMEN, if you 
so desire. Some typical breakouts are by department, or by in-state versus out-of 
state residents. You are permitted a MAXIMUM OF EIGHT (8) breakout groups. Each 
group should include full-time students and part-time and transfer students, .i f , 
surveyed. Part-time and transfer students should not be separated from the f i r s tv , 
time, full-time students. These eight (or less) groups must be completely independent 
of one another, i. ,e., a single student must belong in one and only one breakout 
group. It is essential that the forms be packaged separately for each group, and that 



each group be clearly specified on its package. If the forms are not physically 
packaged and labeled separately into groups, you will not receive separate reports 
for each group. In addition to summary reports for the first-time, full-time 
freshmen within each separately packaged and labeled breakout group, you will be 
provided with a' total summary report on all first-time, full-time freshmen . Do 
not request any breakouts by sex because these are automatically provided in your 
summary reports for each breakout group and for all first-time, full-time freshmen. 
Do not request any breakouts by part-time or transfer students; we provide only a 
tot~report for each of these two groups. 

7) If you desire, nonfreshmen ( including transfer students) and part-time 
students may also be surveyed. Bundle all questionnaires, (full-time and part-time 
freshmen and nonfreshmen) in one unit, or if you have requested breakouts, bundle 
all questionnaires in the appropriate breakout groups. Bundle nonfreshmen and 
part-time students together with all other first~time, full-time freshmen; we will 
separate out nonfreshmen and part-time students when the forms are processed. You 
1~i 11 be provided two additional summary r eport s:' one on all ncnfr eshmen students 
ariclone on~ part-time freshmen. 

8) Since the best results are obtained when the forms are administered in 
a proctored situation, this method is recommended. For the purposes of UCLA and 
the American Council on Education, p ar t ic i p at ion in this survey is voluntary; 
freshmen should be specifically informed of this unless you choose to make comple 
tion of the form an institutional requirement for all entering freshmen. It is 
essential that you obtain as close to 100 percent of your first-time freshmen as is 
possible so that your data may be included in the National Norms and your institu 
tional summary report will be of maximum value to you. 

vie. have provided a paragraph that you may read to your students explaining 
the purposes of this progr~n. It is included on the back of Attachment-2. 

9) Since students may inquire about how data are handled at UCLA, it may be 
we l l to familiarize yourself with our procedures as described in "A 'Link' System 
for Assuring Confidentiality of Research Data, in Longitudinal Studies," by A. W. 
Astin and R. F. Boruch (American Educational Research Journal, - Vol. 7, No. 4, 
November 1970). 

10) The special 9-circle grid labeled "Mark in this area only if directed" 
and the additional .2-ci.cle grid, labeled "GRP Code" in the middle left hand column 
of page one of the questionnaire should be ignored unless you are choosing one of 
the options described in Attachment 2. We strongly recommend that you take advan 
tage of this option, even if you do not foresee use of the data tapes in the 
future. Also ignore the set of circles for items 40-49 in the lower right hand 
portion of page four of the questionnaire unless you are taking advantage of 
special option #3. Under all circumstances, ignore the set of grids labeled, "Do 
Not Mark in This Area," which is adjacent to the 9-circle and 2-circle grids in the 
middle left hand column of page one. (These are used for our own quality control 
procedures). 

iB cs a ;:e&e: a -·. '-''' - ~ - . ,_.:• ,: . - . - '-" ' ~ ~• ~ .. } ... ' ~~ M 



Attachment 2 

Special Options Available to Your Institution 

1) Obtaining Item Data for Local Research. You will have the opportunity 
to request a computer tape containing the coded item responses of each of your 
freshmen. Even if you do not now plan to make 'use of this service, your institu 
tion might find it useful in the future. We therefore recommend strongly that you 
take advantage of this option, and have each st udent _grid his or her identifica 
tion number into the 9-digit box in the middle left hand· co Iumn of the information 
form, labeled "Mark in this area only if d i r ec t ed ;" If your stud·ent number is 
less than 9 digits, have the students start at·the left hand edge of the box and 
continue gridding in their numbers across successive columns, filling in any remaining 
columns with zeros. Only one digit per column should be marked. Also have the 
student answer the question directly after Question #39 on page 4 of the Student 
Information Form. We must have the student's informed consent before we can return 
the data with i dent i fy i nq information. Please note that if the I.D. number is not 
gridded when the student fills out the questionnaire, you will not be able to receive 
the 1980 data with identifying information. 

On the back of this page, we are including a paragraph that you may read to 
your students to explain the nature of our research progrilln and why we are requesting 
nillnes and addresses and, possibly, why you are requesting I.D. numbers. 

2) Identification of Additional Subgroups. To the right of the 9-digit grid, 
you will find an additional 2-digit grid, labeled, "GRP Code." This 2-digit grid is 
provided solely for your use in identifying students in special programs or other 
groups of special interest to you if you should elect to receive a data tape. Its use 
is optional. In effect, -'this grid enables you to obtain many more breakout groups 
than the eight described in paragraph #6 of the first attachment, provided you are 
willing to perform the analysis yourself. For example, special environmental subunits 
at your institution (residency groups, special educational programs, etc.) might be 
coded on this grid. If you choose to use this.2-digit grid, please explain your code 
in the space provided at the end of the attached Administration Report Form. 

3) Optional (local) items. At the end of the questionnaire (lower right 
portion of page 4) you will find a set of circles provided that will permit you to 
ask up to 10 udditional questions of interest to your college (Nos. 40-49). · Each 
item perrnits a maximum of five alternatives (A-E). Students may be told to mark only 
one alternative. Fewer than five response alternatives may be used for any of the 
items, in which case students should be instructed to choose only among those circles 
that apply, starting from the left. The student responses to these optional items 
will be included on the computer tape described in paragraph #1, and the statistics 
for these items will be included in your institutional summary report. The construc 
tion of these items and the supplemental directions to the students are the responsi 
bility of your college. We recommend that you prepare and d i st r ibu te to your students 
a sheet containing your supplemental instructions, your additional questions, and thes 
response alternatives (indicated by the letters A through E). We would also appre 
ciate receiving from you a courtesy copy of your questions and supplemental ins true 
tions for our information. Please send them directly to the Graduate School of 
Education, UCLA, Los Angeles, California 90024, Attention: Margo R. King. 



MEANS OF INFORMING STUDENTS ABOUT RESEARCH PROGRAM 

I 
Please read the following to your entering freshmen before they start to 
complete the questionnaire. 

~~e are asking you to complete this questionna_ire as part of a national 

study of higher education that is being conducted by ··d1e•,American Council on 

Education and the University of California at ·Los Angeles. One of the major 

purposes of this research is to determine how students are affected by the 

kinds of colleges they attend. The results of these studies, which are being 

conducted by social scientists across the country, are designed to benefit 

future generations of college students and to improve the qual i ty of educa 

tibnal practices in institutions. Results of your participation will also be 

directly beneficial to [insert the name of your institution], since we will 

receive complete tabulations of your responses to compare with the responses 

of students nationally. Your name and address [and I.D. number] is/are 

requested so that the researchers will be able to follow you up at some later 

date in order to see how you are progressing in college. Your responses, 

however , wi 11 be used only for research purposes and will be kept in the 

strictest confidence. We want to emphasize that your participation is 

entirely voluntary, but we hope you will give your most serious consideration 

to participating in order that we· may have responses from a representative 

sample of our new students this fall. If you have any questions about any 

aspects of this survey, raise your hand. 



Checklist and Approximate Schedule of Operations 

1. Received s~fficient questionnaires 

2. Studied and understood General Guidelines 

3. Studied and chose Special Options available 

Set up a file including these materials and 
your records for participation 

5. Arranged logistics of testing, including 
arrangements for: 

4. . ":, : . 

On receipt of materials 

On receipt of materials 

On '.eceipt of materials 

. . ' receipt of materials On 

As soon as possible after 
receipt of materials 

a. testing time 

b. testing space 

c. proctors (see paragraph 8, General Guidelines) 

d. special option materials (as pertinent) 

e. pencils (see paragraph 3, General Guidelines) 

6. Administer 1980 questionnaires 

7. Complete Administratfon Report Form 

8. Combined completed questionnaires and Admin 
istration Report Form and prepared for shipment 

a. separately labeled multiple packages for 
high volume and/or use of subgroup option 
in paragraph 4, General Guidelines 

b. arranged for shipment to Minneapolis in 
accordance with paragraph 5, General Guide 
ltnes 

c. actual shipment and retention of receipts 

9. Received your copy of your institutional report 

10. 'Received your form for requesting a computer tape 
(see paragraph 11, Special Options) 

11. Received your copy of the published national 
norms for entering college freshmen, 1980 

At registration, or no 
later than the first full 

week.of classes 

On completion of testing 

By October 15, 1980 

On or about 12/20/80 

On or about 1/15/81 

On or about 1/15/81 

- 
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MEMORANDUM 

DATE: April 18, 1980 

Wl-IEATON 
COLLEGE 

NORTON. MASSACHUSETTS 02766 

TO: Off ice rs 

CC: Kay Hudoc 

FROM: 

RE: Y OF i\CE SURVEY 

Attached please find a copy of the study recently completed by Kay Hudock 
of Wheaton's ACE Survey for the years 1976-1979. 

Please review at your pleasure. Kay will join us at a future staff meeting 
for a discussion of her findings and possible implications. 

Please feel free to share this study with jour staffs as appropriate. 

DW:maw 

Encl. 



APPENDIX B 
Sffiv1MARY OF ITEMS ON 1979 STUDENT INFORMATION FORM 

AMERICAN COUNCIL ON EDUCATION 

BIOGRAPHiCS & 
DEMOGRAPHICS 

HIGH SCHOOL 
BACKGROUND 

Ill - Sex 
112 - Veteran 
113 - Age 
// 4 - Yr . H • S • gram 

graduation 117 - Avg. H.S. 
119 - Enrolled as grade 

full-time stud. U8 - Acad.rank 
UlO- Prior acad. Ul2~ Remedial 

credit at Wh. Work 
Ull- Acad. credit 

at other inst. 
1113- Miles from 

home 
1114- Living arrgmts. 

during fall 
term 

021- Marital status 
1122- Race 
U30- Est. -parents' 

income 
U31- Parents' educ. 

level 
032- Parents' occ. 
U34- Relig. pref. 
035- Phys.handicap 

115 - Type of 
H.S. 

1/6 - H. S. pro- 

SELECTION 
OF COLLEGE 

1115-Choice of 
college 

1116-II of Col. 
applied to 

I! 17-fl of other 
accept. 

1133-Reasons 
for sel. 
Wheaton 

112 ?-Reasons 
for att. 
college 

FUTURE CAREER PLANS & 
EDUCATIONAL ASPIRATIONS 

1/25-Highest academic 
degree des ired 

1/32-Career Choice 
U37-Undergraduate 

Major 
U39-Best guess of future 

events 

FINANCIAL 
ARRAL\lGEMENTS 

CURRENT 
ACTIVITIES 

//18-Sources of 
financing 
college 

//19-Awareness 
of BEOG, 
GSL 

f/20-Ass is tance 
from parents 

1126-ff of other 
people de 
pendent on 
parents 

1/27-Concern about 

ATTITFDS::S, 
OBJECTIVES 
& OPINIONS 

U23-Frequent, 1/24-Future 1 
occasion- patterns 
al, or 1/29-PoliticE 
never views 
act iv- 1/36-0pinion~ 
ities on vari2 

statemer. 
1138-Importar. 

· of accoc: 
plishmen 

financing 
college educ. 

.._ 

I 
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TO: Graduating seniors May 29, 1981 

FROM: Dean Boroviak and Provost Schmidtrs Offices 

This questionnaire was developed last year by Candy White'8O and was sent to all 
seniors to survey their opinions about their education at Wheaton. Dean Boroviak 
and Provost Schmidt's Offices are repeating the survey (with additional questions) 
this year to assess your attitudes about your educational experiences at 'Wheaton. 

You are not required to complete this questionnaire, but we hope you will participate 
in.the survey so that the results will reflect the range of opinions of your class. 

This survey is done with no identification of individual respondants. The results 
will be used as a collective response from the graduating senior class. We anticipate 
quoting anonymously from some of the individual comments. Comparisons of results from 
other classes and years should contribute to Wheaton's responsiveness to student needs 
and attitudes. 

T~k you :'ery mu:h• 

§lifl_~~ 
FIPSE Project Associate 

IF YOU ARE COMPLETING THE QpESTIONNAIRE, PLEASE CIRCLE YES OR NO: 

I have been informed of the purpose of this study. I agree to participate and to permit 
the anonymous use of my responses. 

YES NO 

- 
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1. What is your major? 

What is your minor? 

2. What is your opinion 
very high 

5 4 3 2 

Are you a Wheaton Scholar? 

of a liberal arts education? 
very low 

1 

Are you a continuing education student? 
yes no 

3. Do you believe that a liberal arts education will be useful to you in what 
you do after graduation? 
very useful not useful 

5 4 3 2 1 

4. What are you thinking of doing within a year after you finish your liberal 
arts education? 
Graduate School 
Career 
Job 

Marriage 
Travel 

Other 

A combination 

s. Do you intend to utilize your major concentration as a base for your future plans? 

yes no maybe 

6. How important is the major field of concentration within a general Ld.b er-a L 
arts education? 

very important 5 4 3 2 1 not important 

7. If you have taken a course in the area of 'studies in perspective' such as 
history, philosophy or religion, circle the three most significant skills you have 
acquired. 

a. analyzing, dissecting information 
b. conveying feelings and thoughts through writing and speaking 
c. organizing and classifying information 
d. researching, information gathering 
e. diagnosing, tracing problems to their sources 
f. effective social interaction, having insight into people and situations 
g. making decisions 
h. not applicable 
i. other 
j. problem solving tecninques 
k. nothing_~---~~~~-~~~~ 
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8. If you have taken a natural science or mathematics course (astronomy, 
biology, chemistry, mathematics, physics, psychobiology), circle the 
three most significant skills you have acquired. 

a. analyzing, dissecting information 
b. pr:oblem solving techniques - 
c. organizing and classifying information 
d. researching, information gathering 
e. diagnosing, tracing problems to their sources 
f. making decisions 
g. effective social interaction, having insight into people 
h. conveying feelings and thoughts through writing and speaking 
i. other ------------------------------- 
j. nothing ------------------------------ k. not applicable 

9. If you have taken a social/behavioral science 
government, psychology, education, sociology, 
most significant skills you have acquired. 

course (anthropology, economics,. 
urban studies), circle the three 

a. analyzing, dissecting information 
b. problem solving techniques 
c. organizing and classifying information 
d. researching, information gathering 
e. diagnosing, tracing problems to their sources 
f. making decisions 
g. effectiv~ social interaction, having insight into people 
h. conveying feelings and thoughts through writing and speaking 
i. other ------------------------------- j. nothing ·------------------------------- 
k. not applicable 

10. If you have taken a literature and the arts course (literature in any language; 
in art, drama, music - theory, studio and performance), circle the three most 
significant skills you have acquired. 

a. analyzing, dissecting information 
b. problem solving techniques 
c. organizing and classifying information 
d. researching, information gathering 
e. diagnosing, tracing problems to their sources 
f. making decisions 
g. effective social interaction, having insight into people 
h. conveying feelings and thoughts through writing and sp eak.Lng 
i. other ------------------------------- j. nothing ·------------------------------ 
k. not applicable 
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11. If you have taken a language studies course (a course in any aspect, 
historical or linguistic of any language at any level, including computer 
science), circle the three most significant skills you have acquired. 

a. conveying feelings and thoughts through writing and speaking 
b. organizing and classifying information 
c. effective social interaction, having insight into people and 
d. not applicable 
e. analyzing, dissecting information 
f. problem solving techniques 
g. diagnosing, tracing problems to their sources 
h. researching, information gathering 
i. making decisions 

situations 

j. nothing 
k. other ---- 

12. In general, do you feel the courses you have taken at Wheaton have been 
interesting? 

very interesting 5 4 3 2 1 not interesting 

13. In general, do you feel the courses you have taken at Wheaton will be useful to 
you in what you do after graduation? 

very_useful 5 4 3 2 1 not useful 

14. In general, do you feel the courses you have taken at Wheaton have been valid 
educational experiences? 

/5 4 3 2 1 very valid not valid 

15. Do you think curriculum is a program that teaches knowledge? 

yes no undecided 

l6. Do you think curriculum is a program that teaches skills and abilities? 

yes no undecided 

17. Do you think Wheaton should return to a 'core curriculum', a common series of 
courses required of all students? 

yes no undecided 

18. Should Wheaton have a mandatory freshman course which would encompass all 
disciplines, and thus give students a common intellectual experience that 
would enhance the intellectual atmosphere at Wheaton? 

yes no undecided 

19.a)Do you feel there is a need to address the study of women and their concerns 
in the curriculum at Wheaton? 

yes no undecided 

I~ 
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19. b) If you feel there is a need to address the study of women in the curriculum, 
how well do you think this need is being met at Wheaton now? 

very well 5 4 3 2 1 not at all 

c) Compared to your first year here, do you think that Wheaton's attention 
to the study of women and women's issues has changed? 

It has increased ---------------------------- 
It has decreased ----------------------------- 
It has remained the same ------------------------- 
I am undecided about this ------------------------- 

Co mm en ts or examples of change: 

d) What changes, if any, would you like to see at Wheaton concerning the study 
of women in the liberal arts curriculum? 

,> 
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20. Suppose Wheaton has the opportunity to restructure its curriculum. 
What are three ideas you might suggest to the committee? 

21. What are three ideals you feel a liberal arts education should stress in 
educating students? 

22. Are these stressed at Wheaton? 

yes no somewhat 

23. In the academic realm, what do you feel are Wheatonrs strengths? 

24. In the academic realm, what do you feel are Wheatonrs weaknesses? 

25. If there were one thing you could change or add at Wheaton, what would it be? 

26. Please feel free to add any additional comments about this survey - use back 
of sheet. 


