
ANNUAL REPORT 

July l, 1931 - July l, 1932 

(In this report, as in the one made a year ago it has seemed best to make the 
reported period end on July first in order that it may include data concern 
ing final freshman grades which are not available until after June fifteenth.) 

Report of the Secretary of the Board· of Admission 

Admission Policies 

The admission statistics for September 1931 are very 
similar to those for September 1930. The class entering in 1931 
numbered 160 while the class the year before numbered 158. The per 
centages of students qualifying for admission under the three differ 
ent plans remained very much the same. In other words approximate 
ly half of the eni.ering freshmen.qualified under Plan III. While 
it would be desirable to decrease this group and to require a larger 
number to qualify under Plan II it has not seemed wise to press this 
policy too fas.t in view of the depression. 

In the same way while we would prefer a freshman 
class made up entirely of students who had indicated Wheaton as the 
college of their firs.t choice 1Ahen taking examinations, we have had 
again to accept a fairly large group of students who took exami 
nations for other colleges. The group entering in 1931 numbered 
34 as compared with 36 in the previous year. As in the previous 
year the percentage of really good students in this group was grati 
fyingly high. We'took them expecting that a large percentage of 
them would rank in the lowest quarler of the freshman class. 15 of 
the 34 did rank in the fourth quarter at the end 0£ the first se 
mester but four ranked in the first quarter and 6 in the second. 
As in former years most. of the students accepted in this group have 
been loyal to 1Nheaton from the first week and have given up all 
thought of transferring to the college which was originally their 
first choice. 

As was reported last year it becomes increasingly 
evident that the school record is more dependable than College 
Boa.rd examination grades as an indication of a candidate's ability 
to do satisfactory college work. Because of this fact the Board 
of Admission in the summer of 1931 acc ept.ed 20 students whose 
records showed one or more alarmingly low: College Board grades. 
In each case the parents were warned that, their daughter might 
prove unequal to college work. Of these 20 students 14 remained 
in college at the end of the year and of these 14, 5 won promotion 
to the sophomore class while 5 more were near enough to promotion 
to escape academic probation. This record would certainly seem to 
justify us in continuing to give doubtful students a chance to 
prove themselves so long as our dormitory capacity is such that we 
can admit them without having to reject more able students. 
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Last year•s report stressed the fact that only a small 
number of candidates had taken advantage of Wheaton's changes in the di 
rection of more liberal subjl~~ "'requit-1elfients."~Tn~rd'v'ie7~',.oJ.Le.f five stu 
dents who entered without Latin and only eight students who took advantage 
of the opportunity to offer as little as two units of Latin. There were 
only eleven students who offered one rather than two units of Algebra. 
This situation will probably continue so long as most of the larger 
colleges for women continue to require Latin and two units of Algebra. 
Until these colleges make the changes which Vassar and Wheaton have made, 
we will. not have a sufficiently large number of students taking advantage 
oft.he change so that we may draw any conclusions as "tco their caliber. 
Certainly at present we are not justified in saying that it is necessarily 
the weak student who wishes to enter without offering Latin or the second 
unit iri Algebra. 

Radcliffe Conference 

On April 15, 1932, the President and the Secretary of the . 
Board of Admission were invited to attend a conference. at Radcliffe called 
by a committee of the Progressive Education Association. This committee 
hopes to launch an experiment under which twenty or more selected schools 
will be allowed the greatest possible freedom in curriculum remodeling. 

• {or q .f,.,e. ~~a:-r pe,ood.. • The proposal 1s thai;"tn~ co-:1..Leges agree to waive the usual unit requirements 
and examination requirements in the cases of candidates recommended by the 
schools in.this selected group. It was suggested that because of ·the rela 
tively small number of schools and the large number of colleges involved 
no college would be c~led upon to waive requirements in this way for more 
than three or four candidate's';~"\vhile the college representatives at the 
conference could not speak for their Boards of Admission the consensus of 
opinion seemed to be that most of the colleges would be glad to cooperate 
in the experiment. Mr. Wilfred Aiken (Principal of John Burroughs School), 
chairman of the conference, intimated that the women's colleges were much 
more liberal and willing to cooperate in the experiment than the men's 
colleges. 

Publicity 

The following 13 schools were visited during the year by the 
persons indicated, the arrangements being made through the Admissions office 
or the Alumnae office: 

New England District 

Bangor High School 
Kents Hill Seminary 
(Por-t.Land raad ~D-e-e-r1~· ng,___--=H=-::i-g~h-s·ch o ol~ 
Westbrook Seminary 
L.exington High School 

.Middle Atlantic District 

Secretary of the Board 
It tt n- ll 

n ti fl l"I· 

tt: .. n ti 

Ass•t "' tf_ ti It 

Miss Chandor•s School, New York City Alumnae Secretary 
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North Central District 

Ferry Halit Lake Forest, Ill. 
Hillsdale School, Cincinnati 
Kingswood School, Detroit 
Liggett School, " 
North Shore Country Day School, Detroit 
North Woodward School for Girls, " 
Old Trail School, 11.kron 

President 
rt 

In all but four schools the representative of 'mieaton addressed a group of 
students--in most cases the entire college preparatory group. In addition 
to these visits there were four schools at which the President spoke, 
having been invited directly by the school or by some local organization. 
These schools were as follows: 

Abbot Academy, Andover 
Deering High School, Portland 
Laseli Seminary, Auburndale 
Montclair High School, Montclair 

Although school visiting is expensive both as to time and as to money, there 
is no doubt but that the resulting publicity is good for the college. 

The Secretary of the Boa.rd made tlvo trips to New York and 
one to Philadelphia in the course of the year to interview candidates for 
admission and others who had written in inquiring about our entrance re 
quirements. In New York a great many candidates came by appointment both 
in December and in March. The number coming to the Philadelphia College 
Club was smaller but represented a number of schools. In planning these 
trips we write to a good many students who have not registered but whose 
letters have seemed sufficiently important to place on file. In a number 
of cases the parents of these students have been much impressed by this 
follow up work. Vilhile it takes time it is undoubtedly justified. 

The three Western Matriculation Awards were available for 
the first time for students entering in 1931. Since there were only two 
outstanding records among them from the western area~ the Board decided to 
grant only two awards. The publicity which we received was undoubtedly 
worth the $200. One of the recipients--Ruth Jackson--had been influenced 
to apply for admission by the announcement of the award in our catalogue. 
She came to us from the New Trier Township High School from which we had 
long hoped to receive a candidate. In addition to giving us a contact with 
this school, she has proved one of our most able students. She ranked third 
in the freshman class at the end of' the first semester and first at the end 
of the second semester. 

As soon as the financial situation of the college permits it, 
it would probably be in the interests of scholarship to offer a matriculation 
award to the student receiving the highest average (under Plan II) in her 
College Board examinations regardless of geographical location. While such 
a scholarship might be won by a student from a nearby school and one who did 
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not need it, the fact that it was offered might induce students from a 
distance to take examinations for Wheaton in the hope of winning it. 
Moreover, even if it were won by a student from a nearby school the publicity 
would be valuable for Boston papers would give space to such a girl and she 
would be one known in her community as an able student. 

Our supply of descriptive booklets prepared by Ruth Capers 
is almost exhausted. There is no doubt but that this book has been 
valuable as a. part of our publicity work and we should at once consider 
something to take its place. 

Sta.ff 

The fact that the office of the Board of Admission has been 
adequately staffed during the past year has meant. much in the development 
of a satisfactory office routine. At certain times in the year the pressure 
of admissions work is heavy at just the time when much attention must be 
paid to the freshmen. Conse.quently it is necessary to plan carefully in ad 
vance for the securing, transcribing and filing of all credentials. A very 
satisfa,ctory technique has been worked out. Miss Chamber-Lad n has taken in 
creased responsibility in this work which has left Miss Fosdick more free 
for correspondence and interviewing. 

Report of the Dean of Freshmen 

Conferences with Low-Grade Students 

Conferences were held with the usual number of students after 
the •~six-w:eeks0 grades became available. While the chief difficulty was 
again with History 13, the situation seemed less serious than in former 
years. This would seem to justify the policy of smaller sections with more 
individual conferences. The enthusiasm for Mr. Knapton's work expressed by 
many students would seem to justify mentioning him in this report as a par 
ticularly successful instructor. 

The number of freshmen whose records had to be reviewed at 
the end of the first semester was approximately the same as in the previous 
year. Of this number the percentage who had qualified for admission under 
Plan III was somewhat less than in 1930 but st.ill too high. It is evident 
that we still admit too many weak students under this plan, but this is due 
to economic reasons rather than to lack of judgment on the part of the Board 
of Admission. As soon as we have a larger number of candidates in proportion 
to our dormitory capacity we can be more strict in administering Plan III. 

Conferences on Sophomore Programs 

The system of conferences on sophomore programs, inaugurated 
in 1930, was continued. Before electing these programs freshmen were urged 
to consult freely department heads even though they were not ready to make 
even a tentative choice of a major. The Dean of Freshmen saw only the stu 
dents VJho were very uncertain and who wished advice in selecting sophomore 
programs which might lead to any one of several majors. As in former years, 
many students showed a regretable ignorance of the fields in which they were 
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considering work. Since Wheaton does not offer any general orientation 
courses, should we not do something toward furnishing information to freshmen 
which w1ll enable them to eleet their sophomore programs a little more in 
telligently? 

Any one who is advising students concerning the choice of a 
major cannot but be impressed by the wide variation in major requirements. 
While some variation is undoubtedly desirable it is a question whether some 
majors should involve so much more concentration than others as is now the 
case. For example, The Economics department stipulates that courses 
prescribed for the A.B. degree may not be counted towa'fa~~ minor whereas 
most departments allow such courses to be counferl toward a minor and some 
departments allow them to be counted toward a major. If such a ruling is 
justifiable should the requirement not be uniform? There is also the 
question as to whether we should allow courses counting toward a major to 
be drawn from three fields unless as in the Economics department such 
freedom of choice is so carefully guarded that the courses must be closely 
allied. At present so much freedom is allowed in Psychology that apparently 
any courses in EducationJand any courses in Philosophy up to the limit of 
six semester hour-sj-may be counted toward a. Psychology major. As a result a 
Psychology major may consist of six hours of Philosophy,. six hours of 
Education and only twelve hours of Psychology. In addition to permitting 
what might be called a'1distributive major"the department allows a very 
liberal choice of cours.es for a distributive minor. As a result a student 
majoring in Psychology may graduate without ever having had more than 
twelve hours in any one department • 

. ) 

Report of As~2,ciate Proressor of Economics 

As in former years I have done no teaching during the second 
semester and have taught only one course in the first semester. In view of 
the pressure of admissions work in the spring this seems a wise arrangement. 
I taught for the first time a new elementary course open only to juniors and 
seniors. It is obviously impossible to do more in such a- semester course 
than to encourage the right approach to the subject. I took as the central 
thought for the course the need for more planning and more control of pro 
duction which has resulted from the break down of the laissez faire philoso 
phy, and the difficulties which stand in the way of such planning and control. 
In addition to the routine work of the course each student investigated one 
particular problem and reported upon it in class. 

I was able to experiment with examinations in which the stu 
dents were permitted to bring as many books as they might wish. The stu 
dents did not find this privilege as helpful as they had expected but it 
seems to me that this system does tend to produce a more intelligent type of 
question calling for some reasoning power rather than mere memory work. 

Perhaps this is an appropriate place in which to say that I 
wish there might be a further use of genersl examinations in the major field 
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of Wheaton. In view of Phi Beta Kappa requirements it seems probable that 
we will have to continue for s.ome time our present marking system but the 
requirement of a general examination in the major field does,at least 
emphasize the fact that graduation does not depend entirely on an addition 
of separate course credits. 

Respectfully submitted 

') 


