
AHNlTAL REPORT. 

July l, 19~0 - July l, 1931 

-( For some years the annual report, though due in Jtme , has not 
been made until the summer. Under the circumstances. it seems.· 
best to make the reported. period end on July 1, in order that it 
may inc.lude data. concerning final freshman grades which are not 
available until after June 15.) 

Report of the Secretary of the Board of Admission 

Admission Policies. 

A comparison of ad.mission statistic.a for 1928, 
1929, and 1.930 reveals a numbe r of interesting facts. The 
numbers admittad have gradually increased since 1928, the 
year in which we Ghanged radically our admission require 
ments. The increase in the siz.e of the freshman class has 
been due to a nwaber of factors which will be discussed 
below and not only to an increase in the number of appli 
ca ti ans. 

Admission Statistics for 1928, 1929 and 1930 -------------------------------------------- 
lHJMBER PER CEl~T 

1928 1929 l9~0 1.928 1929 1930 

Plan I 15 18 19 13. 1.3 12 
- > 

Pl.an II 21 46 56 18 32 36 

Plan III 82 78 81 69 55 51 

Transfer 
without c.r. 0 0 2 l 

Total 1.18- 142 158 1.00 100 100 

In la.st yearts report it was pointed out that 
the increase in the 12er cent entering under Plan II was. 
due ch Le.f Ly to tr ... _e number wham we took from the waiting 
lists of other colleges. It was hoped that we would not 
have to continue accepting candidates after our July 
Board meeting. However, it was not possible to discon 
tinue this l)olicy in 1930. Whereas in the summer of 1929 
we accepted only 16 students. who had taken examinations 
for other colleges, we accepted 36 in the surmner of 1930 - 
more t han twice as many as in t he previous year. 

Such a policy has the disadvantages pointed out 
in last year's report but a study of the records of these 
36 students, which was made at the end of their first 
semester, showed that some of them were we LL worth taking, 



quite apart from the financial situation wh i.ch the col 
lege :faced. 5 ranked in the first quarter of the class, 
5 in the sec.and, 11 in the third, and 14 in the fourth. 

:Many of these students entered loyally into the lifa at 
Wheaton and a number of them were out.at.anding in fresh 
man activities. One, Gwendolyn Rossiter, made a great 
contribution by her work as Cassandra in the May Day 
pageant. 

Last yearts report referred to the experiment 
in 1929 when we accepted 29 students whose grades. in the 
English ex:amina tion had falle.n below 60. A study of the 
recorcis of these 29 students was so rea.ssuring that in. 
1930 the Board accepted 31 students whose English grades. 
had fallen below 60. Of this number, 26. were Plan. III 
candidates and had therefore presented promising achool 
records. The other 5 were Plan II candidates Vlho had. 
received suff"iciently promising grad.es in other subjects 
so that the Board :fe.lt justified in overlooking the low: 
English grade .. Of the whole group, 23. were promoted at 
the end of· the f reshrnan year and it wa.s necessary to d.rap 
only ;;. .. 

It bec.ome s increasingly evident that the school 
record is more dependable than the College Board English 
grade as an indica.t.ion of a candidate's ability to do 
satisfactory colle-g_e work. Among the students re-presented 
in the statistics. given above, the-re are. 2 s.t.udents whos-e 
r-e ccz-d a are striking illustrations of this :fact. Florence 
Jensen was accepted largely on the basis of her school 
re.cord for she received a grade of only 55 in the English 
examination and, D and G ratings. in the Verbal and lifa.thema. 
tic.a.l sec.tions respecti v:ely of the S.c.holastic. Aptitude 
'fest. S.he wan a pl.ace on the Freshman Honor Roll at the 
end of the first s emes t.e r and raaintained her high re.cord 
throughout the year. 1."he case of Janet Mac.Callum is not 
as striking but is typical of the student who is handi 
capped. by immaturity but who does improve steadily. Her 
average in the four c.omprehensi ve examinations vra.s. only 
57 and she received D ratings in both sections of the 
Scholastic Aptitude Teat.. She ranked. in the third quarter 
of her c.la..ss. at the end of the. first six weeks, in the 
second. quarter a.t the end of the first semester and in the, 
first quarter.by the end of the year. 

Last year's report mentioned changes in the dir 
ection of more liberal subject requirements. The past 
year has pr owed that we were. right in believing that only 
a s-mall number of cand i.da.te a would take advantage of the 
change but that the number would be large enough to war 
rant Lt., There was only one s.tudent who entered without 
La.tin. The Board made a..11. exception in her favor for she 
offered only one foreign language. Her excellent record 
during the freshman year shows that the exception was 
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justified. There were only 9 students who took advantage 
of' the opportunity to offer as little as two units in 
Latin. Of these 9, only 1 wished to continue the subject 
in college. She received special permission to enter 
Latin l (Virgil) for which the. three-unit entrance require 
ment is the prerequisite. The fac,t. that she received Ats 
in bath semesters shows that. the exception made in her 
case was warranted also. 

School and Golle,ge Conference. 

Wheaton vms fo.rtunate in being able to entertain 
the biennial school and college ccrrrecence which is com 
posed of representatives or the nine Eastern colleges for 
women admitting by examination and princ.ipals from eight 
of the leading schools which prepare students for the exam 
ination colleges. There was no change in the college group 
as repreaent.ed at Buffalo in 192.9. .As a matter of policy 
a.bout one.-half of the school delegation is changed at each 
conference. '1'he representatives: this year were, as followsi 

Miss L. Gertrude Angell -- The Bu:f:falo Seminary 
Miss Elizabeth 111. Castle -- Roland Park Country School. 
Miss Sarah Converse -- The Summit School 
Miss Ela Hockaday -- The Miss Rackaday School for Girls 
Miss Edna F'. Lake -- Laurel School 
Miss Elizabeth Singleton -- The Girls' Latin School, 

Chicago 
Miss Eloise> 1. Tremain -- Ferry Hall 
Mr. Eugene R. Smith -- The Beaver Country Day School 

The college representatives met at \'lel.les:ley prior to the 
conference and the school. representatives had a preliminary 
meeting here. 

Some of the outstanding problems presented at the 
conference were, as follows: 

A reduction in t he list of prescribed uni ts which 
would afford the student greater :freeclom in her 
senior year 

The possibility of. accepting tentatively superior 
cand Lda t ea at the end of the junior year 

A more liberal evaluation of work in a.rt and music 

Greater uniformity in the list of prescribed units 

A discussion of the La st problem showed that relatively 
few students had. been able to take advantage of the free 
dom. af:forded by Vassar and Viheatan1 s recent changes since 
school curricula mua.t still be determined by the more 
rigid requirements of the other colleges. The firs.t three 
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problems overlapped and the discussion of them showed that 
all. of the colleges make a. good many exceptions and base 
them on the merits of the individual ca se , M.ost of the 
college representatives doubted whether their Boards would 
favor any plan of accepting even superior girls a.t, the end 
of the- junior year. For the colleges which require four 
exam ina ti ans the effect would be to accept examinations 
less comprehensive in nature and the representatives of 
these colleges felt this would be unfortunate. In view of 
the very general nature of the Comprehensive English exam 
ination and the fact that candidates: are now permitted to 
t.ake the Scholastic Aptitude Test at the end of the junior 
year, it does seem proba.ble that. Wheaton could if it wished 
do so, experiment.ing to the extent of all.owing a small 
group of supe.rior students to take examinations under Plan 
III at the end of the junior year. 

All of the delegates to the. conference were 
enthusiastic in their praise of Wheaton and there is no 
doubt that we gained desirable publicity from the meetings. 
It is too early ta fe.el the full effects of this publicity 
but it ae ema probable that the large increase in the number 
of cand.i.dat.e.a taking examinations for Wellesley v'vho have 
registered recently at Wheaton is due to Iviiss Wellington's 
enthusiastic appreciation of what she saw hare at Wheaton. 

Publici~ 

The f ol·lowing :55 schools were vis,i t ed during the 
year by the persons indicated: 

New Haven High School Secretary of the Board 
Mrs .. Day's School, Hew Haven II ll u t:t- 

Fitchburg High School Ass't Sec. of the Board 
Ayre High School II ,1 " If II 

Ashby High School ,; ti ti ti II 

Middle Atlantic District ------------------------ 
Montclair High School. 
East Orange High School 
Miss Beardts School, Orange 
Winchester School, Pittsburgh 
Ellis School, Pittsburgh 
Bellev-ue High School ( Pa. ) 
Buffalo Seminary, Buffalo 
Friends{! School, Wilmington 
Tower Hill, Sch.ooi, Wilmington 
Friends' Select School, Phila. 
Friends' Central School, Phila. 
Roland Park School, Baltimore 
Bryn Mavzr School, Baltimore 

Secretary of the Board 
11 11 II if .. 
II 

II 

ti 

11 ti 

I.I ti 

11 " 
II It 

u 
ii 

ti 

tt 

President 
Secretary of the Board 

ti ll If II 

II 

ti 

Lt II 

II II 
u 

President & Alum. Sec. 
1! 11 If II 
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Southern District 

Girls High Sc1ool, Atlanta, Ga. 
Horth Avenue Presbyterian School, 

Atlanta, Ga. 
Stuart Hall, StaL1nton, Va. 
J?airfax Hall, Waynesboro, Va. 

Alumnae :secretary 

ti 

ll 

tl 

ti 

ti 

" 
North Central District 

Oak Park High School (Ill.) 
New Trier High School (Ill.) 
Francis Parker School, Chicago 
J1vanston High School (Ill .. ) 
Milwaukee-Downer Seminary 
Shorewooo_ High School, Milwaukee 
Riv:erside High School, M'ilwaukee 
University School, Cincinnati 
H±llsdale School, Cincinnati 
Columbus School for Girls (Ohio) 
Shaker Heights High School 

CLe ve.Larid 
Hathaway Brown, Cleveland 
Laurel School " 

Pres. & Sec. of Bd. 
II It II ti It 

Secretary of the Board 
Pres. & Sec. of Bd. 
President 

II 

ti 

Secretary of the Board 
II ll II II 

II 

President 
" 

ii It ll 

In more than half of these schools groups of students were 
addressed and in many of them it was :possible to address 
all of the, girls in the college :pre.:paratory course. It is 
too early to fe9l_ the full benefit of these visits but per 
haps we can attribute to them the fact that our roll for 
the year 1931-32 bids fair to be the largest in Wheaton's. 
history with the exception of the last two years uncier the 
certificate plan. 

In many of the schools v~sited the principals 
spoke of recent visits of representatives from othe 
~astern colleges. Apparently even colleges as popular as 
Welles.ley and Vassar continue to send representatives to 
other parts of the country in order to recruit a student 
body representing a wide geographical a-r-ea., 

The visits to schools in northern lfew England 
proposed in last year's re.port were not made .. They should 
be made during the coming year. It is probably particu 
larly important that we keep in touch with the larger 
faine high schools in view of Colby Collage ts plan of ex an 
s Lon; Al though our numbers are too small to make statis 
tics in terms of percentages reliable, it is interesting to 
note that 2 of the 6 students on the Freshman Honor Roll 
were from the Deering High School in Portland .. So long as 
we continue to receive- such excellent college material from 
Maine it is certainly worth our while to spend some time in 
recruiting there. 
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As.tart has been made in the of:fering of the 
regional scholarships suggested in last year's report. 
The o f'f'e r i.ng of the three Western Matriculation Awards 
for the year 1931- 02 gave us an excuse to call the at ten 
t ion of a number of Western schools to Wheaton and the 
interest. shown by candidates. in our announcement was grat 
ifying. It is to be hoped that eventually we can of:C-ecr 
similar awards for students from the South. 

In the interests of scholarship it might be 
worth while to offer one full tuition scholarship to the 
student- receiving the highest average (under Plan II) in 
her College Board examinations. 'While _such a scholarship 
might be won by a student from a nearby school and one 
who did not need it, the fact that it was offered might 
Lndu.ce s.tuden t s from a di.stance to take examinations for 

'\i'i'heaton in the hope of winning it. 

Our supply of the de-scripti ve booklets prepared 
by Ruth Capers is running low and, although we have several 
hundred copies of the last edition of our book of views, 
the book is so out of date as to be useless for general 
:publicity purposes. We should at once consider new edi 
tions of one or both of these publications. 

Staff Expansio~ 

An expansion of the work of the office has been 
made possible by the fact that Miss Fosdick, the Assistant 
Sec.r-e t.ar'y of the Board, has now been he.-re long enough to 
have a thorough grasp of the work of the office and is 
able ta take a great deal of responsibility and the fact 
that Miss Chamberlain has given nearly all of her time to 
the office except when preparing mid-yea:r and final exami 
nation papers. -Miss Fosdick has talked with many candi 
dates and their parents, sometimes when the :Jecretary of 
the Board has been ar,my from the college and sometimes 
when she has been at the college but engag.ed, in other work. 
One of the results of our publicity has been an increased 
number o.r people coming to the co Ll.ege. and satisfactory 
interviewing would not have been posaible h&.ci it not been 
for the fac.t that Miss Fosdick was qualified for this work. 
We have ever before h2 .. d a. assistant secretary of the 
Board wh o could speak Yii th sufficient authority so that 
parents. were willing to accept her wcr-d a.s final.. ·while 
Miss -Chamberlain is not qualified to interview people or 
to act as a guide during the aumme r , she is a_ va.Luab.l.e mem 
ber of the staff in that she is well acquainted with all of 
the ofiic-e routine and has a particular gift for working 
with details which is valuable in an office dealing so 
largely with records. 

The outstanding need of the office now is for 
some one to a.ct as a guide during the summer so that it 
will not be necessary to call on the services of secretaries 
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who a e too valuable to be called away frequently from their 
office wcr k, Perhaps it will be :possible soon to arrange in 
the summer for the services of a student who could do cler 
ic.al work when not needed for guide duty. 

Report of the Dean of Freshmen 

Fresr.11nan Week 

The program for Freshman Week was in most respects 
similar to that in 1929. Our chief difficulty vras in ma.king 
arrangements for applicants whom we found_ it necessary to 
accent at the last moment in ord.e1· to avoid having many 
vacancies. Our Fres.'hman "'leek will run more smoothly when we 
no longer have to consider new candidates after September 
f'Lr e t , As it was, the strain wa.a somewhat lessened by the 
fact that onl.y a small number of students took c·ollege Board 
examinations. This reflected the tendency of the Board to 
accept candidates who had taken .June exam.Ina tions even 
though their records were doubtful ra.t ne r than to allow 
many students to repeat examinations in September., 

Conferences with Low-Grade Students 

Conferences were he Ld, with the usual number of 
students after the "six-weeks'' gradea be came a:vailRble. As 
in former yea.r·::1 the. chief difficulty was with History 13. 
This would seem to point to the fact stressed in last yearts 
report that it might be profitable for the History depart 
ment to devote more ti.me early in the year to i.nd'vidual 
conferenc.es. Such a con:ference system would of course pre 
suppose smaller sections. 

The number of freshmen whose records had to be 
re..riewed a.t the end of the first semeste because of one 
or more low grades was greater than in the previous year 
but about, in proportion to the increased size of· the fresh 
man c.La aa , Of the 25 students vzhoae records. were nevLewed., 
nearly 112.lf had entered under Plan III. This was an 
undoubtedly high proportion in view of the fact that we 
look to Plan III to bring us our best candidates. The num 
ber of weak students who entere·d under this pLari 1,•,as due to 
the fact that the Board did knowingly take many doubtful 
Plan III candi ·at.es, fearing that otherwise \·;e would have 
vacanc i e e in September; in fact, 5 of the numb.er we.re 
adm i tted vii th warnings to their · a r errts that they might not 
prove equal to college vork. It is to be ho_ed that within 
a few years we will have a sufficiently long roll so that 
we may admit under Plan III only cand Lda.t.ea concerning whom 
we feel conf'i e n t., ',' e hav not yet reached the stage where. 
we have been able to restrict Plan III as it must be 
restricted before we can dz'aw any c nclusions as to its 
worth as a method of admission. 
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Conferences: on Sophomore Programs 

The system of conferences. on sophomore programs, 
inaugurated. last year, was continued. Before electing 
these 11rog_rams freshmen were urged to consult freely 
d.epa.r tmen t heads. before making even a tentative choice of 
a major .. In many cases. they were sufficiently certain as 
to the department in which they would major so that they 
could arra..YJ.ge with the head at once for their sophomore 
work. The Dean of :b"resbmen saw only t he students who were 
very uncertain and wished advice in selecting sophomore 
programs which might lead to any one of severe.J. Yflp,jors~ 
As in former years, the students showed a regrettable 
ignorance of the fields in which they were considering 
work. Since 'Wheaton does not offer any general orienta 
tion c our ae s should we not do something toward furnishing 
information to f'r e shmen vrhich will enable them to elect 
their sophomore programs a little. more intelligently? 

Report of Associate Professor of Economics 

This year, as last year, I have done no teaching 
during the second aeme e t.e.r , In view of the pressure of 
ad.missions work in the spring this seems a wise arrange 
ment. 

I ha~~ enjoyed cooperating with other members 
of the department during the. last few years in developing 
our elementary course but for a number of reasons I am 
anticipating the new course which I am to give during the 
year 19~1-32.. During. the year 1930-31 1 have had, a very 
large section of the; elementary course (29 students). This 
ha.s involved. a good deal of time in the correc.ting of papers 
and in such a course there must always. be time spent with 
other members of the department in consultation in cr de r 
that all sections may cover· approximately the same ground. 

The f'act that l.6 s.tud.en.t e have elected the new 
introductory course w1ich is ta extend only through the. 
first semester and is to be. open only ta juniors and seniors 
seems to indicate that there is a demand for such a. brief 
courae. Because of the tendency of juniors and seniors to 
elect this course rather than the elementary course, there 
is only one senior who is registered for Economics 1.0 for 
the year 1931-32. 'rhis will make the. task of the teachers: 
of this course easier since it is always difficult to teach 
a cours.e in which freshmen, sophomores, juniors, and seniors 
are. reg is t.ered .. 

In my last report I expressed the hope that we 
might another year experiment with an examination in which 

-------------=------------------~- 
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the students might bring a s many books as they might w i.ah , 
This experiment has not been tried during the past year 
but I hope to try it in the new course whieh I shall be 
teaching. 

Respectfully submitted 

) 


