
ANNUAL P.EPORT 
.Tune 15, l929 - Jtme 15, 1-930 

Report of the Secretary of the Board of .Ad.mission 

Admission Polici6s 

A comparison of the admission statistics for 
Septernber 1928 and September 1929 reveals a number of in 
teresting fact.s. We suffered a marked decrease in the 
size of the fr-esbman class in 1928 due to our new admis 
sion requirements. In 1929 the freshman class was much 
Larrgeer partly because of the. g:r;eater numbe r of applications 
and partly because of a more liberal admission :policy which 
will be outlined below. The greater number of applica- 
tions was no doubt due to the fact that Wheaton College is 
becoming more widely known. While the number entering by 
Plan III in 1928 constituted more than two-thirds of the 
class, only slightly more than half the class entered by 
Plan III in 1929. The increase in the percentage enter 
ing under P·lan II was doubtless due to s.e ve'r'a L causes, but 
chiefly to the number whom we took from the waiting lists 
of other colleges. 

Admissions Statistics for 1928 and_l929 

> lTIJlffiER 
l928-1929 

Plan I 
Regents 
College Board 

Plan II 
.June 
September 

Plan III 
.June 
September 

10 
5 

13 
8 

64 
l8 

9 
9 

41 
5 

70 
8 

TOTAL 
1928-1929 

15 

21 

82 

18 

46 

78 

PER CEilT 
1928-1929 

13 

18 

69 

13 

32 

55 

GRA1'JD TOTAL 

When considering applicants for admission in 1929 
at the .Iuly meeting of the Board of Adm.i s s a on we decided that 
it was in the best Lrrt e r e s t.s of the College t,o accept all 
tha.se whose records gave any promise of success in college 
work. In 1928 we had rej e e t ed all candid.ates whose College 
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Board English grades were below 60, with the exception of 
five: Jane Crawford, Eunice Hamilton, Henrietta Landell, Ray 
Sa:illI!Stag, and Grace Varney. The fact that the three candi 
dates in this group whose school records had been clearly 
promising, did satisfactory work during the fresbman year, 
encouraged us to experiment further in 1929. We scrutinized 
in detail the records of candidates who received grades of 
50 or 55 in the English examination and finally accepted 
twenty-nine from this group, nearly all were highly recom- 
mended by their schools. The difference in the size of the 
two fresbman classes is accounted for largely by our more 
liberal policy with this group. A study of the group at 
the end of their fresbman year shows that on the whole we 
were wise in our decision. Three withdrew during the year 
for health reasons and one because of the hom.e situation. 
Of the remaining twenty~five all survived at the end of the 
year except three. Of the three who were dropped two were 
from poor schools and the third (Helen Hanson} was recog 
nized from the first as a poor risk. At the other end of 
the scale results were most encouraging. At the end of 
the first semester one, .Tune Waldron, won a place on the 
Dean's Li st, and two others received B averages. Kight 
others received averages above: ?5. These students would 
have been lost to us had we rejected all whose College Board 
English grades. were below 60. They were certainly worth 
saving and many others in the group will probably survive 
to graduate whicfi will mean much to the College financially. 

Reference has been made to the sixteen students ac 
cepted from the waitin~ lists. of other colleges (or from 
Vassarts rejected list). While it was probably wise to do 
this in order to improve our financial situation it is to be 
hoped that we will not feel obliged to admit as large a group 
of such students another year. Some of them develop and be 
come loyal t.o Wheaton very quickly but others are discontented 
and their presence annoys the students fmr whom Wheaton has 
always been the first choice. 

As an experiment we acunitted two students who had 
been dropped from Smith but whose school and College Board 
records had been promising .. ·One has done only average work 
but has been very co5perative. The other has done work below 
the average and has been discontented and troublesome. Bo t h 
tried to transfer back to Smith at the end of the year. Both 
were prominent socially and the facts of their transfer from 
Smith to Wheaton were known and dis.cussed by many of our stu 
dents. The results of the experiment do not seem to justify 
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making any further exceptions to our policy of r-e f'us i ng 
admission to students dropped from other colleges. 

During the year we made further changes in the 
direction of more liberal subject requirements, making_ 
them appr ox tma t e Ly the same as Vassar's. The results of 
these c.hange s will be recorded. in next year's report since 
they affect the class entering in September 1930. However-, 
it is already apparent that the changes have induced a con 
siderable nmnber of candidates to enroll and have brought 
us the increased good will of many important private schools. 
They were reported. by Miss Converse of the Headmistresses 
Association at the l'Iational Conference of Principals of 
Schools for Girls last February and therefore had excellent 
publicity. Miss. Converse (Headn1istress of the Summit 
School in Mineapolis) is evidently trying hard to turn some 
of her girls in our direction. 

National Conference of the Progressive Education Association 

It seems to me that Wheaton was justified in 
sending a representative to this conference. While there 
may -be no very tangible. results of such an expenditure of 
time and money it means publicity which '«'neaton needs. 
It was interesting also to s.ee the problem.s that progres 
sive schools ·ar-e facing in trying to gain adm te s i on to col 
lege for those of their students who are promising in one 
or more subjects but who will not or cannot conform to the 
usual admission requirements. As a result of the presenta 
tion of the colleges' point of view the school representa 
tives agreed that a committee of the Progressive Education 
Association should draw up a constructive plan of college 
admissions - one which would meet the problem of the indiv 
idual college (as exp~essed by Vassar) of choosing the most 
able students fro:m a large group of candidates. 

Publicity 

the year: 
The following schools have been visited during 

Public Schools 
7t-Arlington Junior High School 
Deering High School, 

Portland, Maine 
*Lowell High Schoen 
Newton High School 
Portland High School,l'Jiaine 

*College Choosing~Day 

Private Schools 
J3ryn Mawr-School,-Baltimore 
National, Cathedral School, 

Washington, D.C. 
Park School, Baltimore 
Roland Park School, Baltimore 
Waynflete Latin School,Pnrtland 

Programs 



I did not attempt this year to accept all the invitations 
to take part in College Choosing Day programs but Wheaton 
was represented as follows: 

Bridgeport High School 
Hartford High School 
Pittsfield High School 
Waltham High School 

Marion Munson 
Beryl Proctor 
Irene Canfield 
Dorothy Fosclick 

·where such programs are held every year in schools where 
Wheaton is well known it seems best to ask alumnae- or for 
m.er students to represent us rather than to send. some one 
from the College. There is a real need however for a 
representative of the College to visit more schools out 
side of Massachusetts.. Since many of our be.st candid.ates 
come to us from Northern lirew England it would probably be 
worth while to devote at least a we ek to that seat ion 
next. fall. It might be worth while also to devot.e a week 
or more to good schools in the middle V✓est where there is 
already some interest in Wl1e8,ton. :Par example: the Hill 
side School in Cincinnati, the New Trier Township High 
School and Ferry Hall in Illinois, and the South Bend Ind 
ianapolis High School in Indiana. Another section worth 
cultivating is southern New .Jersey and Pennsylvania - eB 
pecially the Pr Le nd.s ! Schools in those sections. The sim 
plicity of the, life at Wheaton appeals to Friends I and we .'i 
might well make more of our connections with the Friends' 
Schools. Four principals of Friendst Schools have visited 
us this spring and they are warm friends of Wheaton. 

· In addition to a more ext ene Lve program of school 
visiting I suggest that we offer beginning in 1931 one or 
more full tuition scholarships to be awarded.. on a cornpetil' 
tive basis■. I have learned.. that both Mount Holyoke and 
Bryn :Mawr are well satisfied with :the results of the com 
petitive regional scholarship which they award and I believe 
lfuea.ton would profit greatly by such a plan. Mount Holyoke 
states frankly that1if in the opinion of the committee there 
is no applicant in a given region whose grades are high 
enough to deserve. it1no scholarship will be awarded in thrt 
region in t ha t year. Should Wheaton have a regional scheme 
we might have no worthy candidates west of the Mississippi 
at first but the puhlicity would be good for us. The in 
auguration of such a scheme would give us an excuse to bring 
ourselves to the attention of many schools. If we are to 
offer any such scholarships for candidates entering in 1931 
an announcement should be made if possible next fall since· 
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the next catalogu_e will not be issued until spring. If we 
cannot afford the regional plan I would suggest that we 
offer one full tuition. scholarship to the student receiv 
ing the highest average (under Plan II) in her College 
Board.. examinations. It should be awarded lilie Mount Hol 
yoke's regional scholarships regardless of need. The 
prospect of winning such a full tuition scholarship might 
attract some able student who coul.d not afford. to come with 
the meagre help of one of ou_r present fresbm.an scholarships 
and we might be able to provide. 'for her in some other way 
should she fail to achieve the highest College Board record. 

Report of the Adviser of Freshmen 

Freshman Week 

Each year in planning the Fresl~nan Week program 
we profit by the experience of previous years. Last fall 
the President's Reception was held on the first Saturday 
night and the stunt party was postponed until the second 
Saturday. This lessened the strain of the opening days 
and made a better entertainment possible. We induced the 
sophomores to eliminate nearly all individual hazing and 
there is a p±ospect that all hazing features will be abol 
ished by next fall. 

Conferences with Low-grade Studen~ 

Conferences were held with twenty-one students 
after the 11six-weeks11 grades became available. As usmd 
the chief difficulty was with History 13. Students re 
ported that they did not know what was -expected of them and 
were advised to seek conferences with their instructors. 
Would.. it not be profitable for the History Department to 
devote more time early in the year to individual conferences 
explaining the new techniqu_e expected since it differs so 
radically from.that prevailing in most high schools? Letters 
were sent to the parents of all freshmen placed on Academic 
Probation explaining the reasons for the difficulty in each 
case so far as it was known and asking for suggestions. 
Most parents showed appreciation of our handling of the sit- 
uation in their answera and some were able to give helpful 
suggestions. There were again thirty conferences at the 
end of the first semester and a corresponding number of 
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letters to parents. 

Mental Hygiene Program 

The Dean will include the mental hygiene program 
in her report since she has general oversight of the health. 
of the students but it must be mentioned ~ere in connection 
with the withdrawal of several freshmen. Mary Elizabeth 
McElroy had had only minor academic difficulties during the 
first eight weeks (and had been very popular, especially 
on the hockey field.} but just before the Thanksgiving Recess 
she asked that after the Recess an interview with Dr. Sul 
livan be arranged. She did not return after the Recess 
bec.auae she became delirious on her way back and was sent 
to the Peter Bent Brighara Hospital. From there she was 
sent to a private hospital in Westwood where she was ill for 
many months. The family were inclined at first to attri 
bute the illness to overanxiety about college work and over 
indul.gence in athletics, but it seems probable that the dif 
ficulty was of long standing. rt was probably fortunate 
for the College that the interview with Dr. Sullivan had. not 
taken place- since it would probably have been too late to 
ave-rt the breakdown and the f'amj.Ly might have fe 1 t that it 
had aggravated the situation. As it was they felt that the 
contact with another Wheaton student, Anne Masten, had had 
a bad effect on Mary Elizabeth which was probably true. 

) 

Anne Masten developed such serious symptoms that 
Dr. Sullivan placed her in Dr. Cronin's care and Anne went 
to Cambridge regularly for some weeks. She got more satis 
faction from the visits (which includ.ed a number of dramatic 
scenes) and from telling her troubles to Mary Elizabeth 
McE.lroy and, o t hc n students t han from her academic work and 
everyone concerned was relieved when she withdrew at Christ 
mas time. There is no doubt in Dr. Sullivan's mind that 
she did have a very depressing effect on Mary Elizabeth 
McElroy, which raises the question as to how long a college 
can af'f'o rd to keep in a dormitory a girl who is so far from 
normal. 

The third case of extreme nervous. instability 
was unfortunately in the same dormitory. .Tane Hµtzler 
had transferred from Goucher College but was classee as a 
fresrunan because of a deficiency in her credits. Like Anne 
Masten she was placed by Dr. Sullivan in Dr. Cronin's care 
because of the seriousness of her symptoms. Like Anne she 
had an unfortunate inheritance coupled with too much money 
and she got a certain satisfaction from dramatizing the sit- 
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uation. I have ou_tlined these three cases in some de- 
tail because they raise the question as to how much time the 
administrative officers can afford- to spend on psycho 
pathic cases._ There is no doubt that we would have had to 
spend much more time on Ann W-1asten and .Tane Hutzler had it 
not been possible to refer them to Dr. Sullivan. The 
fact that they were under her care also relieved us of a 
certain amount of anxiety when they made more or less 
d-ramatic threats. The question also arises as to why we 
should have had so many such cases during the past year .. 
It may have b e en, a coincidence but there is another pos 
sible explanation. All three of these girls were from 
private schools. Dr .. Sullivan believes that as we admit 
a larger percentage of private school candidates we are 
likely to have a larger percentage of adjustment problems. 
She points out that many students.. change from public 
schools to private schools oecause of the protection offered 
by the latter. In avoiding the greater_ strain of the 
public school a tmoaphe.r e and seeking the personal attention 
typical of a private school, they are to a certain extent 
postponing the necessities of adjustment. This, of course, 
does not-apply to all private school candidates, but it• 
does hold t rue for the three mentioned above, amt it does 
seem :probable that we may expect more adjustment problems 
if we ibcrease the percentage of students admitted from 
private e cho o'l s , 

This raises the question as to how far we 
can place the expense of psychiatric help on the student. 
If most students in need of such help prove to be private 
school graduates they can probably afford to bear a part 
of the expense. Ou.r present policy is similar to Yale"s 
as it was outlined in a recent meeting in Boston. That 
is to say, the first conference with the psychiatrist is 
at the expense of the college and the subsequent confer-· 
ences are at the expense of the student. 

Conferences on Sophomore Programs 

This year we inaqgurated a new system o.f 
confere:nces at the time when freshrn.en were deciding upon 
their sophomore :programs. I spoke to the class as a 
whole, emphasizing the advisability of making at that time 
a tentative choice of a major, and urging them to consult 
freely the heads of as many departments as they were con 
sidering. I told them that they could come to me for 
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the approval of their sophomore programs if they were not 
ready to make even a t errt a t Lve choice of a major, but where_ 
such a choice had been made their programs could be approv-ed 
by the head of the department concerned and no conference 
with me would be necessary. As a result, over one half 
of the class had their programs approved by department heads 
which gave me more time for interviews with the fifty odd 
students who wanted advice before coming to any decision. 
The sy~tem worked so well that I recommend that it be fol 
lowed another year. It is a great advantage both to the 
head of the major department and to the student to have 
the contact made as early in the college course as possible. 

In the conferences which I had I was impressed 
by the number of students who were considering majors in 
Psychology, merely because they knew nothing about it and 
thought that it might be inter-esting. They were avoiding 
Economics and Sociology because they did not even know 
enough about the content of such courses to have the su-p2r- 
ficial interest which they had in Psychology. I believe 
that the situation will be better another year since a 
few freshmen will be taking courses in these departments 
and o.ther freshmen, hearing their discussions, ·will become 
at least a little acquainted with the content of the courses. 

In closing this section of the report I 
should like t.u comment UJ?OTI the help which I have received 
from members of the English Department when asking about 
the progress of low-grade students. The conference system 
which is followed._ in connection with the English Composition 
evidently enables the instructors to know the students well 
and they are therefore in a position to give discriminating 
reports to this office. 

Report of Associate Professor of Economics 

This year for the first time I have done no 
teaching during the second semester. It was possible to 
give up my section of Economics 10 because the fairly light 
programs of other members of the department made it pos 
sible to redistriDute the work during the second semester. 
Ji'reedo.m from teaching appointments has made the off ic-e 
work less interrupted, but I still believe that it is wise 
to continue teaching in the first semester. Aside from 
my interest in developing a better teaching teclri:ni<.!J11llle in 
this elementary course I believe that there are distinct 
advantages in a co$b-inatian of administ~ative work and 
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teaching.. It is possibly a matter of chance which gave 
me this year a particularly interesting section. There 
were only sixteen students Ln the section which facilitated 
discussion. Among the number were several Dean's List 
students_ who made real contributions to the discussions. 
I hope that another year we may experiment more radically 
in the type of semester examinations. I believe the time 
has come when we can set an examination in Economics to 
which the students will be Lnv i t ed. to bring as many books 
as they wish. 

Respectfully submitted 

'> - 


