
Carolinian Key Staff
Keesha McKnight Executive Director
Shernette Staley Director of Nursing
Debbie Brogden Business Office Manager
Marilyn Small   Marketing Director
Shallmeeka Orange Assisted Living Coordinator
Margaret McFadden Administrative Assistant
Sophia Powell Activities Director
Erana Shirley Food and Nutritional Services Dir.
Tiesha Marshall Housekeeping Supervisor

Office Hours
Mon – Fri 8:00 am – 5:00 pm
Saturday 7:00 am – 7:00 pm
Sunday 7:00 am – 7:00 pm

Have you heard 
about our Resident 
Referral Program?
When you refer someone to 
The Carolinian and they choose 
to make our community their 
home, we will give you $250!

Here’s how it works…
1st Move-in within a calendar 
month = $250

2nd Move-In within a calendar 
month = $500 ($750 Total)

3rd Move-In within a calendar 
month = $1,000 ($1,750 Total)

4th Move-In within a calendar 
month = One Month’s Rent Free 
(Total)

*Inquire with Marketing for 
more details and restrictions.

The Carolinian is on 
Facebook.

Come check us out on Facebook 
and be sure to like our page!

Notables from Our Executive Director
The holiday season is upon us and collectively we are 
all waiting for December 31st, the symbolic ball to drop 
and 2022 to begin. 

Now is a good time to reflect on the past year. Some 
might say don’t look back and just focus on the future, 
but our residents teach us every day that honoring our 
past is what makes us stronger. This past year showed 

us the incredible strength that our residents have. They proved that at 
any age, adapting to change is plenty doable. When family visits had to 
cease or when residents were being required to 
quarantine, they taught us so much about the 
word perseverance. They never asked why, but 
instead said, “thank you for keeping us safe.” 

As we are now in the season of light and hope, 
we are hopeful for some form of normalcy in 
2022. 

Our staff, residents and family members have 
shown a tremendous amount of courage in 
2021. 

As 2022 is quickly approaching, The Carolinian family is forging ahead 
with purpose and direction. 

Keesha R. McKnight, Executive Director

“Efforts and 
courage are 
not enough 
without 
purpose and 
direction.”  
– JFK

Wishing all of you a hopeful, 
happy and safe 2022!
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Caldwell Godfrey Marines
Harry Sellers Army
Harvey Woods Army
Henry Hodges Coast Guard
Newt McEwan Navy

George Wiggins Marines
Mary Johnson Army
Marion Jackson Army
William Powers Navy
Robert Best Army

Glen Lowe Air Force
Ken Heinz Navy
Mary Ferguson Navy
John Woodbury Navy
Raymond Williams Marines

VETERAN’S DAY CEREMONY

Thank you to all who served.

“As we express our gratitude, we must never forget that 
the highest appreciation is not to utter words, but to live 

by them.” – John F. Kennedy



December Resident Birthdays
Happy Birthday Month!

Sarah Crosland  1st
Harold Horton  5th
Hazel Meserve  5th

Welcome to The Carolinian
Moyd Wilbur

Here’s to new beginnings and amazing memories 
in your new place. 

“Home should be an anchor, a port in a storm, a 
refuge, a happy place in which to dwell, a place 

where we are loved and where we can love.”

– Marvin J. Ashton

Holiday Hoorah!

BREADS
BROWNIES
CANDY
CARMEL
CHAMPAGNE
CHEESECAKE
CHOCOLATE
CIDER

CINNAMON
CLAFOUTIS
COOKIES
CROSTATAS
CUSTARD
DIPS
FRUITCAKE
FUDGE

HAZELNUT
MACAROONS
MOUSSE
PARFAITS
PEPPERMINT
PIES
POPCORN
PUNCH

SPREADS
STRUDEL
SWEETS
TRUFFLES
WASSAIL
YAMS

Celebrated Birthdays in November

Decking the halls at  Decking the halls at  
The Carolinian!The Carolinian!

Can you find Margaret?Can you find Margaret?

Thanksgiving Blessings!

Thank You to our Culinary 
Director for the beautiful 

Thanksgiving feast.
We love you Erana!

William Cater  20th
Janis Foyle  23rd

Mary Johnson  26th

Gloria Brown  26th
Willie McKenzie  27th



The Pastor’s Corner
In 2016, Wanda Dench, an Arizona grandmother of six, 
meant to text details of her upcoming Thanksgiving dinner 
plans to her grandson. But the grandma texts the wrong per-
son for Thanksgiving instead. The person Wanda actually 
texted was a 17-year-old high school senior, Jamal Hinton. 
Not recognizing the number, Jamal asked who was texting 
him. Wanda still didn’t realize her mistake, so she replied 
“your grandma.”
Jamal asked for proof and Wanda sent a photo of herself. 
Jamal replied with a photo of himself, revealing the grandma 
had texted the wrong person about Thanksgiving. He jok-
ingly asked, “Can I still get a plate, though?”
And it was the grandma’s gracious response that made the 
inspirational story an internet sensation! Wanda Dench 
didn’t miss a beat. She immediately extended an invite to 
the stranger she’d mistakenly texted.
“Of course you can,” she replied. “That’s what grandma’s do. 
Feed everyone.”
She truly wanted him to join her family for Thanksgiving 
dinner. And Jamal accepted, showing up at her house with a 
plate full of turkey!
“He was just as nice as can be,” Wanda said “We got to eat 
food, and he told me about his plans for the future and I’m 
just so excited for him.”
This unlikely friendship took the Internet by storm and 
warmed hearts all over. But it also proved the grandma’s text 
to the wrong person for Thanksgiving was a case of divine 
intervention.
Wanda Dench and Jamal Hinton have remained close since 
their accidental introduction in 2016. They continue getting 
together each year for Thanksgiving.
But the two stay in touch plenty the rest of the year, too. In 
fact, Jamal and his girlfriend would regularly go on double 
dates with Wanda and her husband, Lonnie.
“Whenever we met, we would spend four or five hours, just 
talking and talking,” Jamal said. “It was never awkward, 
Wanda and Lonnie became two close best friends to me.”
www.godupdates.com

The Royal Roots Of 
Today’s Christmas 

Traditions
Many Americans are 
not aware that some 
of the enduring 
Christmas traditions 
they enjoy every 
year are rooted in 
those started by the 
British Royal Family 

back in the 1840s. Here’s a look at a few 
of the more colorful: 

The Christmas Tree 
It all started with Queen Victoria 

and her German-born husband Prince 
Albert, who were instrumental in bring-
ing German Christmas traditions to 
Britain, such as the Christmas tree. Until 
then, most people in Britain thought the 
idea of having a tree inside the house 
was a little strange. A branch of a tree, 
or holly, or mistletoe was common, but 
the Christmas tree as decoration wasn’t 
truly accepted until an engraving pub-
lished in 1848 in the Illustrated London 
News depicting the Royal Family cel-
ebrating Christmas at Windsor that the 
tradition was adopted widely. Soon ev-
ery home in Britain had a tree decorated 
with candles, sweets, fruit, homemade 
decorations and small gifts.

Melding American and European 
Traditions

The idea of Father Christmas is one 
that predates the Victorian era and 
was part of English folklore; a figure 
of merry-making just for adults. In the 
middle of Queen Victoria’s reign, how-
ever, American and European traditions 
came together to create the idea of 
Father Christmas or Santa Claus, as we 
now know him, as the bringer of gifts to 
children.

And all the other traditions of 
Christmas trees, Christmas cards, the 
Christmas feast and gift-giving were cel-
ebrated in England as well as across the 
pond in America.


