
   

The Village Voice 
Not the End of the World 
 

In May of 1910, much of the 
world was in a panic. Halley’s 
Comet—the celestial nomad that 
passes Earth every 76 years or 
so—was right on schedule to 
makes its appearance. But its 
1910 pass was forecasted to be 

especially close, so close that Earth would pass 
right through the comet’s tail. Comets have  
long been considered harbingers of the end of  
the world, and 1910 was no different despite 
advancements in scientific thought and reason. 
 

Much of the blame for the doomsday predictions 
has fallen on the French astronomer Camille 
Flammarion. When he spotted the comet in 
September of 1909, he published his observations 
thus: “The comet’s tail is composed of deadly 
cyanogen and other gases, including hydrogen.  
If the earth should pass through his tail, either  
the hydrogen will ignite, blasting earth asunder  
in a gigantic explosion, or the comet gases will 
sweep aside our own atmosphere, reacting with 
the nitrogen to form the familiar laughing gas, 
nitrous oxide, and suffocating all animal life in  
a ghastly parody of death.”  
 

Flammarion was not alone in his dire predictions. 
Another astronomer worried that the comet 
“would cause the Pacific to change basins with 
the Atlantic, and the primeval forests of North  
and South America to be swept by the briny 
avalanche over the sandy plains of the Sahara, 
tumbling over and over with houses, ships, 
sharks, whales, and all sorts of living things in 
one heterogenous mass of chaotic confusion.” 
 

Of course, when Halley’s Comet did make its 
closest approach to Earth between May 14 and 22, 
none of these fantastic catastrophes manifested. 
Instead, telescope sales skyrocketed, and Earthlings 
enjoyed spectacular views of the famous comet. 
One misfortune that did occur was the uncanny 
death of Mark Twain. Born under the appearance 
of Halley’s Comet in 1835, he predicted his own 
death with the reappearance of the comet in 
1910. Sadly, on April 21 of that year, his morbid 
prognostication came true.  
 

May Birthdays 
 

In astrology, those born from May 1–20 are  
Bulls of Taurus. While Taureans enjoy the 
comforts of luxury, they are unafraid of hard 
work and dedicate themselves to the tasks  
at hand. Their steadfast nature makes them 
reliable. Those born from May 21–31 are  
Twins of Gemini. With a feeling that something  
or someone is always missing, Twins  
forever seek new friends and opportunities. 
They are curious, intelligent, and sociable 
communicators, which makes them valuable 
colleagues and empathetic friends. 
 

Bing Crosby (singer) – May 3, 1903 
Nellie Bly (journalist) – May 5, 1864 
Toni Tennille (musician) – May 8, 1940 
Salvador Dalí (artist) – May 11, 1904 
Stevie Wonder (musician) – May 13, 1950 
Henry Fonda (actor) – May 16, 1905 
Mr. T (actor) – May 21, 1952 
Naomi Campbell (model) – May 22, 1970 
Sally Ride (astronaut) – May 26, 1951 
Bob Hope (entertainer) – May 29, 1903 
 

A Revelation in Publishing 
 

On May 8, 1373, the great  
pain that had long afflicted  
the hermit Julian of Norwich, 
an affliction so great she 
believed she would die from  
it, suddenly left her. Over the 
next several hours, Julian had 
a series of visions that she 
believed were revealed to her 

by God. Once she recovered, Julian recorded 
her visions in a book entitled Sixteen Revelations 
of God’s Love, the first-ever book authored by  
a woman in the history of the English language. 
While this feat in itself is noteworthy, so are  
the visions she included in her book. While 
many of her revelations conformed to Christian 
doctrine, others shocked the establishment, 
such as her reference to Christ as “our true 
mother.” In her book, she also famously  
stated how God ensures that “All shall be well, 
and all shall be well, and all manner of things 
shall be well.”  
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Garden of Weedin’ 
 

Weeds. The bane of every carefully manicured lawn and 
garden. Once weeds take hold, their removal may require 
hours of backbreaking, frustrating, and never-ending work. 
Yet some gardeners actually encourage weeds to grow 
amongst their prize flowers and shrubs. After all, what is 
considered a weed and what is considered a desirable 
plant all depends on your point of view. During May, Gifts 
from the Garden Month, consider the benefits that some 
weeds bestow upon your garden. 
 

Weeds have been defined as “plants growing in the  
wrong place.” Ralph Waldo Emerson famously stated  
that a weed is a “plant whose virtues have not yet been 
discovered.” Others take a harsher tone, worrying that 
weeds are competitive superplants that outcompete and 
overwhelm the flowers or shrubs we prefer because they 
grow so vigorously. The truth seems to lie somewhere in 
the middle. Yes, weeds are aggressive. But it also turns 
out that some savvy gardeners have uncovered their 
Emersonian virtues. 
 

Dandelions are often the first weed we learn to recognize. 
It is one of many weeds that are edible. The plant’s leaves, 
flowers, and roots are not just edible; the root is also 
considered medicinal. Furthermore, dandelion roots  
loosen hard-packed soil while accumulating essential 
nutrients like potassium, phosphorus, and magnesium. 
White clover acts in a similar fashion, showing up wherever 
soil lacks nitrogen, a molecule necessary for plant growth. 
White clover transfers nitrogen from the air to the soil.  
The flowers of clover also attract pollinators and other 
insects beneficial to the garden. The broadleaf plantain 
weed, once called the white man’s foot by Native Americans 
because it seemed to grow wherever European colonists 
stepped, also accumulates nutrients in the soil. Of course, 
many of these weeds produce massive amounts of seeds, 
so while they do benefit the garden, they may soon overrun 
your more desirable flowers. Weeds have benefits, but 
they must be managed and cared for, just like any other 
garden flower. 
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