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The Winter Garden 
 

For gardeners, January can be a tricky month. 
Many garden plots are still in the grip of winter’s 
freeze. So why on earth is January celebrated  
as Mail Order Gardening Month? Gardeners are 
eternal optimists. Catalogs ripe with glossy green 
photos of bountiful gardens flood the mailbox  
with the promise of spring.  
 

Mail Order Gardening Month is the brainchild  
of the Direct Gardening Association (DGA), a 
nonprofit organization that provides support, 
education, and information to gardening companies 
and home gardeners. The DGA knows how 
impatient some gardeners can be about getting 
an early start in the spring, so they provide plenty  
of outlets for gardeners to prepare themselves 
during the winter. Catalogs contain a vast array  
of seeds, and gardeners spend hours in front of 
the fireplace dreaming about and planning their 
garden plots.  
 

Winter’s mail order seed catalogs 
have a long history in the United 
States. W. Atlee Burpee & Co. began 
operating out of Philadelphia in 1876. 
Burpee himself imported seeds from 
Europe and the far corners of the 
United States. At his farm in Doylestown, 

Pennsylvania, Burpee experimented and developed 
new varieties of seeds in order to provide customers 
with the best possible mail order products. It was  
the Burpee company that developed iceberg lettuce 
and Golden Bantam corn, two varieties that have 
become garden mainstays. Today, Burpee remains 
one of the industry’s most reliable sources of seeds. 
 

Starting seeds in containers indoors during the 
winter has several advantages. Seeds often cost 
far less than plants, and you are likely to find a 
wider variety of plants in a seed catalog than at 
the nursery. But starting your seeds indoors requires 
care and attention. Seeds can be started in pots 
or plastic trays. They should be given ample 
sunlight, often in south-facing windows, but not 
allowed to get too hot. When you see the first 
sprouts, you’ll enjoy the flush of accomplishment 
enjoyed by so many winter gardeners. 
 

 

January Birthdays 
 

In astrology, those born between January 1–19 
are Capricorn’s Goats. Goats are responsible 
masters of self-control and considered some  
of the hardest workers in the zodiac. They  
are practical planners and leaders who value 
experience and expertise. Those born from 
January 20–31 are the Water Bearers of 
Aquarius. These deep-thinking intellectuals  
have big and original dreams. The world is full  
of possibilities, and Aquarians seek freedom  
in order to reach their greatest potential. 
 
Betsy Ross (upholsterer) – January 1, 1752 
Diane Keaton (actress) – January 5, 1946 
Zora Neale Hurston (writer) – January 7, 1891 
Elvis Presley (musician) – January 8, 1935  
Max Roach (drummer) – January 10, 1924 
Martin Luther King Jr. (minister) – January 15, 1929 
Michelle Obama (first lady) – January 17, 1964 
Etta James (singer) – January 25, 1938 
Oprah Winfrey (TV host) – January 29, 1954 
Jackie Robinson (ballplayer) – January 31, 1919 

 

Going Cuckoo 
 

Each year beginning on 
January 11, fans of the 
comedic duo of Stan Laurel 
and Oliver Hardy celebrate 
Cuckoo Dancing Week in 
honor of Laurel and Hardy’s 

Cuckoo theme song. Marvin Hatley first composed 
the tune known as “The Dance of the Cuckoos” 
as an on-the-hour musical chime for the Hal 
Roach Studio’s radio station in 1930. When 
Laurel heard the tune, he asked Hatley if he 
and Hardy could use it in their act. Laurel thought 
the tune perfectly captured their characters: 
pompous and dramatic for Hardy, while 
discordant and goofy for Laurel. The duo’s 
slapstick comedy routines, featured in over  
100 short films and features, gave Laurel and 
Hardy worldwide fame. And everywhere Laurel 
and Hardy went, “The Dance of the Cuckoos” 
followed. When they visited Ireland in 1953, the 
church bells of Cork’s Cobh Cathedral rang out 
“The Dance of the Cuckoos” to welcome them. 
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The Greatest Generation 
 

It was the journalist Tom Brokaw who coined the phrase 
“The Greatest Generation” as a tribute to those born in 
1924 and earlier. This generation faced more than its  
fair share of hardship, coming of age during the Great 
Depression and fighting the evils of World War II. There 
are still many lessons to be learned from this generation, 
and if we listen carefully enough, we might even learn  
that any generation can be called the “greatest.” 
 

The Greatest Generation has also been called the G.I. 
Generation by historians, due to the fact that 16 million 
Americans served in the military during World War II.  
This shared trial created what has been called a “collective 
ethos,” a united mindset that grew out of the rally against  
the oppressive tyranny of the Nazis in defense of freedom. 
America was a small country reeling from the Great 
Depression. The United States Army was smaller than  
that of Portugal. The Great Depression had also decimated 
government coffers, making it difficult to find money to 
support the military. But thanks to a never-say-die, can-do 
attitude forged in the hardships of the Great Depression, 
Americans went to work and by 1945 had built a massive 
army capable of fighting the Pacific, Asia, Europe, and  
in the Mediterranean, as well as a civilian workforce to 
support it. Surely there were defeats and missteps in  
battle, but the Greatest Generation never did cast blame  
or look for a scapegoat. They instead forged ahead to  
the next challenge. Perseverance, bravery, and mutual 
respect would become their generational hallmarks. 
 

Lessons learned during the war were put to use in postwar 
America. There was little room for patience or endless 
hemming and hawing on the battlefield. So, too, in the 
boardroom, in laboratories, and in politics. The most 
vicious policy fights on the floor of Congress gave way  
to mutual respect when the day was done. An entire 
generation had struggled together, fought together, and 
sacrificed together. This common experience united the 
Greatest Generation in bonds that could not be broken. 
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