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What’s Up, Doc? 
 

On April 30, 1938, Warner Bros. released a new 
Looney Tunes cartoon featuring Porky Pig as a 
hapless hunter trying to unsuccessfully bag a 
humorously hyperactive rabbit named Happy. 
How could audiences know that this rabbit  
would evolve into Bugs Bunny, one of the most 
recognizable cartoon characters of all time? 

 

The rabbit in Porky’s Hare Hunt bore 
little resemblance to the Bugs Bunny 
we all know and love today. This 
white rabbit wore no gloves, lacked 
Bugs’ recognizable voice, and did 
not eat a single carrot! Nevertheless, 
the rabbit was voiced by Mel Blanc, 

the future voice of Bugs Bunny, and the short  
was directed by Ben “Bugs” Hardaway, for whom 
Bugs Bunny was later named. It would be two 
years before Bugs made his official debut in  
A Wild Hare. When a redesigned rabbit was 
requested for the short, Bob Givens went to work 
and sketched a rabbit based on a Bugs Hardaway 
design labeled “Bugs’s Bunny.” The name stuck. 
When audiences got their first glimpse at the new 
and improved rabbit, the character stuck, too. 
 

The Bugs Bunny featured in A Wild Hare already 
displayed many of the Bugs Bunny trademarks 
we have come to love. When staring down the 
barrel of Elmer Fudd’s shotgun, Bugs first utters 
his catchphrase “What’s up, Doc?” in a Brooklyn-
esque accent. The phrase was added by the 
cartoon’s director, Tex Avery, who had heard the 
expression a thousand times in his native Texas. 
Avery figured it a throwaway line and was more 
surprised than anybody when it left audiences 
rolling with laughter. As for Bugs’ obsession with 
munching carrots, this was a habit “borrowed” 
from Clark Gable’s character in the 1934 movie It 
Happened One Night. In one scene, Gable stands 
by a fence spouting advice to Claudette Colbert 
while chewing a carrot and talking with his mouth 
full. The scene was so famous at the time that 
audiences immediately got Bugs’ imitation, and it 
earned the bunny instant panache. His popularity 
would endure for over 70 years and he would 
remain Warner Bros.’ most popular and 
recognizable mascot.  
 

 

April Birthdays 
 

In astrology, those born from April 1–19 are 
Rams of Aries, the first sign of the zodiac. 
Rams are unafraid to forge ahead with passion, 
zeal, and confidence. Full of optimism and 
hope, they are both eager to get the job done 
and unafraid to confront problems head-on. 
Those born from April 20–30 are Bulls of 
Taurus. While Taureans enjoy the comforts  
of luxury, they are unafraid of hard work and 
dedicate themselves to the tasks at hand.  
Their steadfast nature makes them reliable. 
 
Marvin Gaye (singer) – April 2, 1939 
Eddie Murphy (comedian) – April 3, 1961 
Sterling K. Brown (actor) – April 5, 1976 
Jackie Chan (actor) – April 7, 1954 
Al Green (singer) – April 13, 1946 
Julie Christie (actress) – April 14, 1940 
Charlotte Brontë (writer) – April 21, 1816 
Barbra Streisand (entertainer) – April 24, 1942 
Ella Fitzgerald (singer) – April 25, 1917 
Willie Nelson (musician) – April 29, 1933 
 

The Almighty Dollar  
 

The U.S. dollar is one of the strongest 
and most traded currencies on the 
planet, and its symbol $ is instantly 
recognizable. It was invented by 
accident by Oliver Pollack on April 1, 
1778. Pollack was an Irish merchant 

living in New Orleans when the Revolutionary 
War began. War was expensive. As a British 
colony in revolt, America could not use British 
currency, so the Spanish peso became the 
preferred method of payment. Luckily for  
Pollack, he had built his fortune in Spanish  
pesos through illegal trading in the Spanish  
Caribbean. Pollock lent the Americans  
300,000 Spanish pesos, equivalent to  
one billion of today’s dollars, and kept detailed  
records of his transactions. In a ledger dated  
April 1, 1778, Pollack scribbled “ps,” short for  
Spanish peso, in a way that looked like the 
dollar sign $. In 1797, founding father Robert 
Morris adopted the strange symbol for  
America’s new currency. 
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Renaissance Man 
 

Leonardo da Vinci was born just outside Florence, Italy,  
on April 15, 1452. It is most fitting that Da Vinci was  
born in the springtime, during the season of rebirth. The  
Renaissance was a period of cultural reawakening after  
the darkness of the Middle Ages, with Europeans making 
significant advancements in science, art, philosophy, and 
politics. Perhaps no one epitomized the era more than  
Da Vinci. As an artist, scientist, and inventor, he was the 
ultimate “Renaissance Man.” 
 
Surprisingly, it was not Da Vinci who developed the idea  
of the Renaissance Man. It was the philosopher, writer,  
artist, and architect Leon Battista Alberti, a predecessor  
of Da Vinci who wrote that “a man can do all things if he  
will.” Alberti called this the uomo universal, or “universal  
man,” a persona that he himself embodied. But if Alberti  
laid the foundations of the Renaissance Man, Da Vinci  
built himself up as its masterpiece. 
 
Da Vinci received no formal schooling beyond the  
basics of reading, writing, and arithmetic. He showed  
so much artistic promise that his father apprenticed him  
to the master painter Andrea del Verrocchio. It was in 
Verrocchio’s workshop that Da Vinci’s genius began to 
shine. Verrocchio found his own work so inferior to his 
young apprentice’s that he vowed never to paint again.  
Yet Da Vinci was restless. He was interested in so much  
more than painting. His passion for science led him to  
study mechanics, architecture, and human anatomy.  
Da Vinci began keeping meticulous records of his studies  
in illustrated notebooks. While the vast majority of what  
we know of Da Vinci comes from the 6,000 pages of notes  
and drawings that he left behind, he is best remembered  
for two paintings: The Last Supper and Mona Lisa. But 
perhaps the most important contribution Da Vinci made  
to humanity was his belief that science and art were 
complementary disciplines. To truly see the beauty of  
the world around us, and to fully appreciate Da Vinci’s 
genius, we must use science to elevate art and employ 
artistic principles in the pursuit of scientific inquiry. 
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