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Tis the Season 
 

April in the Netherlands brings a joyous spring sight. 
It’s tulip season! And there may be no better place to 
watch these beautiful flowers bloom than Keukenhof 
Garden just outside of Amsterdam. Garden beds are 
blanketed with tens of thousands of tulips in a 
staggering variety of vibrant colors. Keukenhof is not 
the only place to find tulips. There are hundreds of vast 
tulip fields throughout the Netherlands, which is why 
the nation is known as the “Tulip Capital of the World,” 
despite the fact that tulips are not native to the 
Netherlands at all. 
 
Tulips are believed to have originated in the high 
mountain plateaus of Central Asia. Gardeners throughout 
the Ottoman Empire cultivated the flowers, which were 
originally known not for their wonderful colors but their 
heady perfumes. Historians suspect that an 
ambassador to the court of Suleiman the Magnificent 
first brought tulips back to Europe in the late 16th 
century. The exotic flowers became such a coveted 
luxury item that by 1637,tulip bulbs were being sold for 
10 times the annual income of a skilled worker. This 
hysteria is remembered asTulip Mania, and both the 
economic collapse that followed and the mass hysteria 
the tulips craze induced are still taught in economics 
and psychology courses today. 
 

 

 

Celebrating April 
 

Jazz Appreciation Month 

 

Poetry Month 

 

Kite Month 

 

April Fools’ Day 

April 1 

 

International Pillow  

Fight Day 

April 2 

 

Scrabble Day 

April 13 

 

Passover 

April 15–23 

 

Easter 

April 17 

 

Fiddlers’ Frolic 

April 21–24 

 

Earth Day 

April 22 

 

Dance Week 

April 22–30 

 

Arbor Day 

April 29 

 

April 2022 

 



  

Party Time 
 

April 3 is World Party Day, which provides 
humankind with an opportunity to coordinate  
our efforts to throw a worldwide simultaneous 
celebration. The idea of a global celebration 
originated in the book Flight, by Vanna Bonta,  
which ends with the entire world counting down  
to a worldwide party on April 3, 2000. Readers 
were so inspired by her vision that they could not wait 
until the year 2000. Instead, they organized the first 
World Party Day on April 3, 1996.  
 

What is it about humans and their need to throw  
a good party? Anthropologist and evolutionary 
psychologist Robin Dunbar believes that partying  
is a primal human instinct that we have been 
compelled to satisfy for millennia. What sets the 
human species apart from other animals is its 
massive brain volume. Evolutionarily speaking, our 
large brains demand lots of attention. Brains 
require a massive amount of energy, and so  
we need to fuel them with food. Once they are 
fueled, our brains allow us to manage incredible 
social complexities and build massive social 
communities. Mr. Dunbar argues that as group size 
increases, it becomes harder and harder  
to establish and maintain social cohesion and 
relationships. Partying is our species’ unique 
solution to this problem. 
 

Social practices associated with parties—eating, 
laughter, singing, and 
dancing—stimulate the 
release of endorphins in  
our brains, reinforcing good 
feelings and promoting 
community. Dunbar even 
goes as far as suggesting 

that music and dancing in particular are still more 
likely to take place in the evening, corresponding 
to another instinctual drive to gather, sing, and 
dance around fires.  
 

As a species primed and ready to party, World 
Party Day on April 3 seems like a no-brainer.  
With a variety of social media applications ready  
to spread communication across the globe in mere 
seconds, all it takes is the click of a button to send 
out an invite to the world.  

 

 

April Birthdays 
 

In astrology, those born April 1–21 are Aries’ 
Rams. As the first sign of the zodiac, Rams love  
to lead the charge of change and progress. 
These Rams burn bright and enjoy leadership 
roles and daring artistic pursuits. 
 
Those born April 22–30 are Bulls of Taurus. 
Like bulls in a pasture, Taureans enjoy relaxing 
in serene environments. They also work hard 
and expect a reward for their efforts. 
 

Eddie Murphy (comedian) – April 3, 1961 
Maya Angelou (poet) – April 4, 1928 
Spencer Tracy (actor) – April 5, 1900 
JAN (Resident) – April 6th 
KIT (Resident) – April 7th 
Dennis Quaid (actor) – April 9, 1954 
Beverly Cleary (author) – April 12, 1916 
Al Green (singer) – April 13, 1946 
Kareen Abdul-Jabbar (athlete) – April 16, 1947 
Eliot Ness (lawman) – April 19, 1903 
Glen Campbell (singer) – April 22, 1936 
Shirley Temple (actor) – April 23, 1928 
Ella Fitzgerald (singer) – April 25, 1917 
Duke Ellington (composer) – April 29, 1899 

 

SAVE the DATES! 
 

MAY 8th – Mother’s Day 

Tea 

JUNE 19th – Father’s Day 

Car Show, Band and BBQ 

JULY 3rd – Concert on the 

Green 

AUG 2nd – National Night 

Out 
 

More info to come! 
 
  

April 2022 



 

 

 

 

 

Cracking the Market 

Indulge in some childhood 
nostalgia on April 18 by dipping 
into a box of animal crackers, for 
it’s Animal Crackers Day! The first 

animal crackers were produced in England, but 
they were so popular that American bakers at 
Stauffer’s Biscuit Company took notice and 
began to make their own in 1871. But in 1902, 
using marketing savvy that P.T. Barnum would 
be proud of, the National Biscuit Company, 
Nabisco, sold its crackers in a box designed to 
look like a circus train car. The Christmas-issue 
boxes even came with a thin string so they could 
be hung on a Christmas tree. 
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