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Exporting Excellence 
 

June is Caribbean American Heritage Month, a month to 
recognize the many invaluable contributions Caribbean 
immigrants have made to America. For many, the most 
famous Caribbean immigrant to come to America was 
Founding Father Alexander Hamilton, who was born  
on the small island of Nevis and eventually moved to  
St. Croix before venturing to King’s College in New York 
City to embark on a storied political career. Perhaps just  
as impressive is newly elected Vice President Kamala 
Harris, who is both the first female vice president and the 
daughter of a Jamaican father. Similarly, former U.S. 
Secretary of State Colin Powell’s parents were both from 
Jamaica. Jamaica’s influence extends well beyond the 
political—the tiny island nation has exported influential 
artists, scientists, businesspeople, and activists.  
 

Perhaps no name is more synonymous with Jamaica than 
Bob Marley. During the 1970s, Marley single-handedly 
popularized reggae music around the world. Through his 
music, Marley also delivered messages about Jamaica’s 
struggles with poverty and inequality, struggles that he 
himself contended with during his life. His hardships  
began at birth when his white British father Capt. Norval 
Marley, a colonial superintendent of the island, abandoned 
his young Jamaican wife, leaving her to raise Bob on her 
own. Marley turned his difficult life story into a universal 
story of hope and strength for all Jamaicans, transforming 
hardship into beauty and song.  
 

Often, world-famous Jamaicans like Bob Marley overshadow 
others making significant contributions to science and 
society. For example, Dr. Neil Hanchard is a leading  
expert in the field of childhood genetic disease. Hanchard’s 
research will improve life for children all around the world. 
Then there’s chess grandmaster Maurice Ashley, Surgeon 
General of California Nadine Harris, author Malcolm 
Gladwell, basketball star Patrick Ewing, and so many  
other Jamaicans. It seems that every part of American 
society and the farthest reaches of the globe have been 
touched by Jamaica’s influence. 
 

 

 

Celebrating June 
 

Chocolate Ice Cream Day 

June 7 

 

Flag Day (U.S.) 

June 14 

Girl Scout Troop  

#610 will present a Flag 

Retirement Ceremony  

 

Monthly Birthday Party  

Last Two Standing Band  

11:00 AM 

 

Juneteenth 

June 19 

 

Father’s Day (U.S.) 

June 20 at 11AM 

O’Connell Street Band 

Parking Lot 

 

Pink Flamingo Day 

Wear Pink 

June 23 

 

Day of the Seafarer  

June 25 

 

Tour de France Begins 

June 26 
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Driven to Succeed 
 

On June 6, 1933, Richard Hollingshead Jr. put a 
grand plan in motion. He opened the world’s first 
drive-in movie theater, in Camden, New Jersey. 
For 25 cents per car and 25 cents per person, 
with a maximum charge of one dollar, viewers 
could watch the British comedy movie Wives 
Beware from the comfort of their own car seats. 
Hollingshead called his establishment Park-In 
Theatres, and it was an instant sensation. 

 
Hollingshead came up with  
the idea after his own mother 
complained about how 
uncomfortable it was to sit in 
traditional theater seats. He  
first tested his idea in his own 

driveway. For a screen, he used two bedsheets 
hung between two trees. A 1928 Kodak movie 
projector shot the movie from the hood of his car.  
In order to prevent cars from obstructing each 
other’s views, he innovated a ramp for each 
parking space that elevated the front of the  
car and improved viewing angles.  
 
Today, around 300 drive-in theaters remain in  
the U.S. (in every state except North Dakota and 
Louisiana) and about 40 in Canada. On June 6,  
or any other sultry summer night, why not revive 
an old pastime and enjoy a drive-in movie? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Dedicated to Making a Difference” 

The Staff & Residents of Gold Country offer 

you a standing ovation! 

 

For the Fathers 
 

Father’s Day arrives on the  
third Sunday of June, and with  
it comes the traditional giving of 
cards, ties, and loving thanks. In 
1909, Sonora Scott Dodd was 
attending a Mother’s Day church 
service when it occurred to her 

that there did not exist an equivalent holiday  
to honor fathers. Her own mother had died 
when she just 16, leaving her and her 13 brothers 
and sisters to be raised by their father, Civil 
War veteran William Jackson Smart. By Dodd’s 
account, her father was a model parent, acting 
as both father and mother to Dodd and her 
siblings. She convinced her church to celebrate 
the first Father’s Day on her father’s birthday, 
June 5, but the clergy needed more time to 
organize such an event. They decided to hold 
a Father’s Day service on the third Sunday of 
June instead. 

 

Gold Country Is Proud to Salute 
OUR DEDICATED C.N.A.'s 

DURING 

 
 

 

NATIONAL CERTIFIED NURSING 

ASSISTANTS (C.N.A.) WEEK 

June 17-24, 2021 
 Monika Baker* Marco Brambila

 Monica Cantrell Gilbert Contreras

 C.J. Faircloth  Raj Gill 

 Tamny Holden Mickey Johnson 

 Amanda Liimatta Gail McKenna

 Hannah Mosby April Ovalle 

 Sandra Riffey Karly Talbot 

 Hannah Woodard Patricia Wiggins

 Tierra Willbon 

 

June 2021 



 

Mystery Out of Space 
 

An eyewitness reported that “the sky was split  
in two, and high above the forest the whole 
northern part of the sky appeared covered with 
fire… Then the sky shut closed, and a strong 
thump sounded, and I was thrown a few yards… 
After that such noise came, as if cannons were 
firing, the earth shook….” 
 
For over 100 years, scientists have been trying to 
explain the events that took place on the morning 
of June 30, 1908, in a remote part of Siberia near 
the Podkamennaya Tunguska River. The most 
likely explanation is that an asteroid or a comet 
exploded over Earth, resulting in a massive 
explosion 185 times stronger than the atomic 
blast that leveled Hiroshima. The Tunguska 
event, as it is now called, is still considered to  
be the largest impact of a cosmic object with  
our planet in recorded history. The account 
above was provided by a local farmer who lived  
40 miles away. Imagine the devastation if the 
impact had occurred closer to civilization. 
 
Luckily, Tunguska is a harsh and remote region 
of Siberia, and in 1908 was devoid of human 
settlement. After the explosion, no one ventured 
to Tunguska to investigate, partly due to the 
region’s inaccessibility and partly due to political 
upheaval throughout Russia. Both World War I 
and the Russian Revolution were on the horizon.  
It was not until 1927 that a team of researchers 
led by Leonid Kulik finally made the expedition. 
 

Kulik’s team found a scene of 
utter devastation. 80 million 
trees over an area of 830 square  
miles lay flattened. Most 
mysteriously, Kulik could not 

find a crater or any fragments of a meteorite.  
For this reason, scientists believe that an 
asteroid or a comet exploded miles above 
Earth’s surface in the atmosphere, causing a 
catastrophic air burst that created shockwaves 
powerful enough to break windows hundreds  
of miles away. But many questions remain 
unanswered, and scientists still puzzle over  
the events of June 30, 1908. 
 
 

 

Lighter Than Air 
 

June may be Give a Bunch of Balloons Month, 
but there is one person who took a bunch of 
balloons to the extreme. In 1982, Larry Walters 
fastened 45 helium-filled weather balloons to a 
backyard patio chair and rose over 15,000 feet 
into the air on a 45-minute misadventure that 
gained him worldwide fame. “Lawnchair Larry,”  
as he came to be known, was inspired by 
another ballooning mishap that occurred in 
1937. Photographer Al Mingalone harnessed 
himself to 32 weather balloons in the hopes  
of shooting aerial photographs but was lifted 
700 feet into the air when his mooring rope 
broke. Luckily, a local man spotted the floating 
photographer and shot two balloons with a  
22-caliber rifle, allowing Mingalone to land safely. 
Lawnchair Larry knew Mingalone’s story and 
had stowed a pellet gun. After 45 minutes, 
Larry shot a few balloons, but he clumsily 
dropped the gun overboard and soon found 
himself drifting over an airport. Larry then 
descended into power lines and caused a 
blackout before landing safely. Since then, 
many have succeeded in replicating Lawnchair 
Larry’s flight, and in 2009 Pixar even created 
the children’s movie Up, in which a man uses 
balloons to lift his whole house into the sky. 
 

Suckers for Seersucker 
 

On a hot and humid Thursday  
in June, United States senators 
arrive to work wearing seersucker 
suits. “Seersucker Thursday” is 
an annual bipartisan tradition,  
a throwback to the days before  
air-conditioning was installed in 

the U.S. Capitol. The holiday was championed 
by Mississippi Senator Trent Lott in 1996, who 
wanted to “bring a little Southern charm to the 
Capitol.” Seersucker is popular in the South, 
but the cool, dimpled cotton fabric originated  
in India. The word seersucker comes from the 
Persian phrase shir o shekar, meaning “milk 
and sugar,” which refers to the smooth and 
coarse textures of the cloth’s alternating light 
and dark stripes. 

June 2021 



 

From The Desk of Sandy, 

ATTENTION RESIDENTS, FAMILY MEMBERS AND 

SUPPORTERS……… In reading last year’s notes for this 

newsletter, I am so happy we have made progress in our 

attempts to block COVID-19 from our community and our 

campus.  However, reading last years’ message also made 

me sad, since we missed out on so much in 2020; and have 

had many leave us.   On the other hand, I am also happy 

that we are prevailing in the fight and so many have stuck 

it out with us!  And I believe that we are on track to get 

back our vibrant campus - where we were almost 18 

months ago!     

Does 2021 still look different?  Yes of course.  Many 

operations are still struggling to come back to “the way we 

were.”  But we have made progress and we are still here 

trucking along!  Thank you to everyone reading this for 

your long suffering patience and your understanding that it 

is going to take a bit more work yet, before we feel life is 

back to normal. 

We are still waiting for normal operations to resume in 

regards to the installation of our call bell system.  Our 

contractors and suppliers are also impacted by the lack of 

staffing, the difficulty in getting supplies, and travel 

concerns.  So stay tuned and know that one day we will 

have new call bells.  

Please remember to send us a primary email to send out 

updates about happenings on campus or updates during 

emergencies.  Email the primary contacts name (include 

the resident name and unit) to goldcountry@rhf.org and 

we will add it to our master list.  Remember when we send 

out an informational email it will be to the one email on 

file for the resident responsible party, and that person 

should send it on to other interested family members and 

friends.  You can also send greetings, to the email above, 

or through the “send a greeting link” on our webpage and 

we will print it out and get to your resident with mail 

delivery.  Currently we only have email addresses for about 

60% of our residents. 

 

 

 

 

Just a reminder, that although it is a pain, we 

request that you schedule your visit to your 

resident.  It allows us to make sure your loved one 

is safe by controlling the volume of visitors on 

campus at any one time.   Thank you for your 

patience as we have to continue screening and 

asking personal questions about vaccination 

status.  You have the right to refuse answering our 

questions (no judgement) we just have to warn 

those who aren’t vaccinated there is a risk of 

unidentified COVID being present when here in 

this congregate setting – and you could be 

exposed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yes we continue to routinely test staff weekly.   About 

65% of the staff are fully vaccinated and about 97% of 

our residents on campus are fully vaccinated; but there 

is still a risk.  Thank you for your support!  It’s so good 

to hear visitors checking in at the front desk once 

again!  We are so excited to see you back! 
 

We hope you will take a minute and “friend” us on 

Facebook at goldcountryretirementandhealthcare.  

You will be able to keep abreast of happenings on 

campus when you are our friend.   This is another 

medium we can use to keep you posted during an 

emergency!  We also appreciate kudo’s on YELP to 

offset the occasional disgruntled person who 

comments on that medium. 

   

Have a thought, question or suggestion on how 

we can be even better?    Feel free to   call me   at 

(530) 621-1100, or email me at 

sandy.haskins@rhf.org 

 

 

mailto:goldcountry@rhf.org

