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Not the End of the World 
 

In May of 1910, much of the 
world was in a panic. Halley’s 
Comet—the celestial nomad that 
passes Earth every 76 years or 
so—was right on schedule to 
makes its appearance. But its 
1910 pass was forecasted to be 
especially close, so close that 

Earth would pass right through the comet’s tail. 
Comets have long been considered harbingers of 
the end of the world.  
 
Much of the blame for the doomsday predictions 
has fallen on the French astronomer Camille 
Flammarion. When he spotted the comet in 
September of 1909, he published his observations 
thus: “The comet’s tail is composed of deadly 
cyanogen and other gases.  If the earth should 
pass through his tail, either the gases will ignite, 
blasting earth asunder in a gigantic explosion or 
sweeping aside our own atmosphere, suffocating 
all animal life in a ghastly parody of death.” Many 
other astronomers had their own dire predictions. 
 
Of course, when Halley’s Comet did make its 
closest approach to Earth between May 14 and 22, 
none of these fantastic catastrophes manifested. 
Instead, telescope sales skyrocketed, and Earthlings 
enjoyed spectacular views of the famous comet. 
One misfortune that did occur was the uncanny 
death of Mark Twain. Born under the appearance 
of Halley’s Comet in 1835, he predicted his own 
death with the reappearance of the comet in 1910. 
Sadly, on April 21 of that year, his prognostication 
came true.  
 

 

Celebrating May 
 

 

Creative Beginnings Month 

 

Meditation Month 

 

Physical Fitness & Sports 

Month 

 

Lemonade Day 

May 2 

 

Teacher Day 

May 4 

 

Cinco de Mayo 

May 5 

 

Mother’s Day (U.S.) 

May 9 

 

International Nurses Day 

May 12 

 

Ride a Unicycle Day 

May 16 

 

NASCAR Day 

May 21 

 

Memorial Day (U.S.) 

May 31 

May 2021 

 



 

The Hart of the West 
 

Billy the Kid. Jesse James. Wyatt Earp. America’s 
Wild West has plenty of memorable names, but 
few of those names belong to women. History  
has largely forgotten the name Pearl Hart, even 
though she staged the last stagecoach robbery  
of the Wild West on May 30, 1899. 
 

Pearl Taylor was born in Ontario, 
Canada, to a respectable family 
that provided her with a good 
education, but not good enough to 
keep  her  from  falling  in  love with  
a gambler named Frederick Hart. 
She ran away to marry Hart at age 

17 and endured years of abuse. The couple’s 
drinking, gambling, and joblessness drew them  
to the Chicago World’s Fair in 1893 in search of 
work. Instead, Hart found Buffalo Bill’s Wild West 
Show and was enamored of the cowboy lifestyle.  
 

What we know of Hart’s life is spotty, but 
sometime after her experience in Chicago, she 
ended up in the mining town of Globe, Arizona, 
where she met another drifter, named Joe Boot. 
Hart and Boot were both broke, so they decided 
to rob the Globe-to-Florence stagecoach. Armed 
with a .38 revolver and dressed like a man, she 
made off with $431, after returning one dollar to 
each traveler so they could buy something to eat 
once they reached Florence. 
 

After her capture, Hart regaled reporters with a 
dramatic retelling of her exploits. Her fans begged 
for autographs, and she obliged them, signing as 
the “Bandit Queen.” Hart was sent to Yuma, the 
nearest city with jailing facilities for women, but it 
took just a few days for her to sweet-talk some 
accomplices into helping her escape. Hart was 
later found in New Mexico and returned to the 
Yuma prison. When she became pregnant a year 
later, Hart was released with a pardon from the 
Arizona governor, who hoped to avoid a scandal. 
The rest of Hart’s life is a mystery. Some say she 
may have joined the vaudeville circuit. Others  
say she settled down with a rancher and lived  
out her days as a law-abiding citizen. Either way, 
Hart’s wild life story has earned her a place in  
the fabled history of America’s West. 
 

 

 

May Birthdays 
 

In astrology, those born from May 1–20 are  
Bulls of Taurus. While Taureans enjoy the 
comforts of luxury, they are unafraid of hard 
work and dedicate themselves to the tasks  
at hand. Their steadfast nature makes them 
reliable.  
Those born from May 21–31 are  
Twins of Gemini. With a feeling that something  
or someone is always missing, Twins  
forever seek new friends and opportunities. 
They are curious, intelligent, and sociable 
communicators, which makes them valuable 
colleagues and empathetic friends. 
 

Bing Crosby (singer) – May 3, 1903 
Nellie Bly (journalist) – May 5, 1864 
Toni Tennille (musician) – May 8, 1940 

Zella M. (Resident) – May 11th 
Salvador Dalí (artist) – May 11, 1904 
Stevie Wonder (musician) – May 13, 1950 
Henry Fonda (actor) – May 16, 1905 
Mr. T (actor) – May 21, 1952 
Naomi Campbell (model) – May 22, 1970 
Sally Ride (astronaut) – May 26, 1951 

Howard (Resident) – May 29th 
Bob Hope (entertainer) – May 29, 1903 
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FROM THE DESK OF SANDY........  While visitation is 

now available for residents in the Skilled Unit and the 

Assisted Living units, we ask your patience by 

scheduling your visits.  This allows us to help you 

have a successful visit; allows the staff to assist you 

where needed; and allows us to maintain a maximum 

number of visitors at any given time for your safety 

(and ours).  Thank you for your patience we can do 

adapt towards normality. 

We hope that by the time we print this we will have 

resumed construction on our new Call Bell system in 

the Skilled Nursing and finish the installation in the 

Assisted Living unit.   Thank you for your patience 

with the sounds of construction and any disruptions. 

Have a thought, question or suggestion on how we 

can be even better? Feel free to call me at (530) 621-

1100, or email me at sandy.haskins@rhf.org 

 

 

The Old Ball Game 
 

On May 2, 1908, songwriters Albert von Tilzer 
and Jack Norworth submitted their song “Take 
Me Out to the Ball Game” to the United States 
copyright office, unaware it would come to be 
called America’s second national anthem. Even 
though the song’s chorus is sung by millions, 
few know the rest of the lyrics or their feminist 
inspiration: the celebrity vaudeville star and 
outspoken suffragette Trixie Friganza. 
 

Norworth was dating Friganza when he wrote  
the lyrics. While riding the New York City 
subway, he saw a sign that read “Baseball 
Today—Polo Grounds.” Inspiration so 
overwhelmed Norworth that he scribbled  
the lyrics on the back of an envelope that is 
now on display at the Baseball Hall of Fame  
in Cooperstown, New York. The star of 
Norworth’s tune is a woman named Katie 
Casey, a baseball superfan who “Saw all the 
games / Knew all the players by their first 
names.” She even “Told the umpire he  
was wrong, / All along, / Good and strong.” 
This outspoken female fan in the song was 
undoubtedly modeled after his progressive 
girlfriend, the indomitable Trixie Friganza.  

 

NATIONAL NURSING HOME 
WEEK 

May 9-15, 2021 

“Our Residents * Our Friends 

* Our Family” 

Celebrating Our Staff (HEROS), 

Our Residents, and Our Families  

We appreciate you! 
 

 

May 2021 

Gold Country Retirement and Health Centers 

Is Proud to Salute 

OUR FANTASTIC NURSES 

during 

NATIONAL NURSES  WEEK 
 May 6-12, 2021 

Representing our Licensed Nursing Team  

Wendy Hudson, RN, 

Director of Nurses 

Rachel Priolo, LVN     Director of Staff Development 

Monica Cornejo, LVN, MDS Nurse   

   

                Britney Almazan             Chelsey Dorsey 

                Lindsay Duby, RN           Chris Fernandez 

                Annie Ford                       Jeremy Garcia 

                Jackie Goffman               Nina Heer 

                Dorrie Mackey, RN         Donna Malley, RN 

                Jessica Plant, RN             Wendy  Wagner 

                Colleen Warren 

 

"Exceptional People *  

Exceptional Care” 

The Staff & Residents of Gold Country 

salute you – Our Heros! 
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