
CDPH Public Health Order Issued 12/31/21 

Summary for Long-Term Care Facilities 

 

This Order shall take effect on January 7, 2022, at 12:01 am. Facilities must be in full 
compliance at that time. This Order will remain in effect until February 7, 2022. 

This Order applies to - Skilled Nursing Facilities (SNFs), Intermediate Care Facilities 
(ICFs), and Adult and Senior Care Residential Facilities licensed by the CDSS. 

All visitors must: 

• Wear a well-fitting face mask (a surgical mask, double masking or a respirator is 
always recommended) during any visitation at the facility 

• Wear any other personal protective equipment (PPE) while in the resident's room 
that facility personnel deem appropriate to the situation 

• physically distance from facility personnel and other residents/visitors always 
during any visitation at the facility 

Guidance for Indoor Visitation 

Visitor Status Vaccine and Booster 
Verification Required 

Negative Test Result 
Required 

Fully Vaccinated and 
Boosted if Eligible 

Yes SARS-CoV-2 test within one 
day of visitation for antigen 
tests, and within two days of 
visitation for PCR tests 

For visitors who visit for multiple consecutive days in all settings covered by this Order, proof of negative test is only 
required every third day.  Testing is only required on day one, day 4 and day 7, and so on. 

* If the visitor is not vaccinated and boosted if eligible, permit only outdoor 

visitation. 

Guidance for Outdoor Visitation 

Visitor Status Vaccine and Booster 
Verification 

Negative Test Result 
Required 

Not fully vaccinated and 
boosted 

Yes, but at screening it 
was determined that visitor 
is not fully vaccinated and 
boosted 

SARS-CoV-2 test within one 
day of visitation for antigen 
tests, and within two days of 
visitation for PCR tests 

Facilities can offer to conduct onsite testing of visitors if practical per facility testing capacity but are not required. 

Note - If a resident is not able to leave their room or otherwise meet with visitors 
outdoors, the visitation may take place indoors, even for visitors who cannot provide 
vaccine verification or a negative test.  However, these visits cannot take place in 
common areas, or in the resident's room if the roommate is present, and the visitor must 



wear a well-fitted mask with good filtration and the resident must always wear a well-
fitting face mask and physically distance from one another. 

The following visitors are exempt from the vaccination and testing requirements of 
the CDPH Visitation Order: 

1. Visitors who are visiting a resident in critical condition when death may be 
imminent. 

2. In emergent situations, support persons for a patient with physical, 
intellectual, developmental disability, or cognitive impairment. For 
subsequent visits following the emergent situation and as soon as 
reasonably possible thereafter, but no longer than 72 hours, these visitors 
must comply with the vaccine verification or applicable testing 
requirements. 

 


