
1 

       April 2022 

 

     San Juan Capistrano                                                             

 Docent News CAPsule  

___________________________________________ 
  The San Juan Capistrano Docent Society has been a community volunteer organization 
for 41 years. They serve our entire community by leading tours of our historic adobes and 
other sites, and telling the stories of the colorful personalities who once lived here, thus 
preserving San Juan's history for future generations.   

     

The Blas Aguilar Adobe stands as a reminder of a family who lived in and contributed to the city of 
San Juan Capistrano. This beautiful adobe also holds those 
many artifacts which remind us of the accomplishments and 
amazing contributions of the city's past inhabitants.  

 

            Blas Aguilar Adobe 

Open volunteer slots: Fridays, Saturdays & 
Sundays          11:00 AM – 3:00 PM 

 

            Contact Kimberleigh Gavin                                   
   klgavin@cox.net  

 

 

 

Our next General Meeting is April 21, 2022  Please make a note to attend     

Ione R. Stiegler to be Guest Speaker at San Juan Capistrano Docent Society Meeting 

  

Ione R. Stiegler, FAIA and the Principal Architect for IS Architecture will be speaking at the upcoming San 
Juan Capistrano Docent Society meeting on Thursday, April 21.  Ms. Stiegler is a leading expert in historic 
adobe and earthen structures.  Her studio specializes in applying the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards 
for the Treatment of Historic Properties and has completed projects implementing all four approved treat-
ments: Restoration, Preservation, Rehabilitation, and Reconstruction.  

 

Ms. Stiegler will present her firm’s work Restoring and Rehabilitating both the local Blas Aguilar and 
Montanez Adobes.  The meeting is open to the public and is scheduled for the San Juan Capistrano Com-
munity Center from 1:00 p.m. until 3:00 p.m. Please call 949.551.1914 for more details.  

mailto:klgavin@cox.net
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Submitted by Karen Kirby   

CATEGORY    ACTUAL  BUDGET  DIFFERENCE 

    1/01/22 -    1/31/2022 

         

Income         

    Docent Materials Charg-   10  600  10 

    Donations    275  1,000.00  725.00 

    Dues    800  825  25 

    Recognition Dinner In-   0  1,200.00  0.00 

Total Income    1085  3,625.00  2,540.00 

Expense         

    Bank Fees    0.24  12.00  11.76 

    Capsule/Newsletter   0  0.00  0 

    Docent Materials Ex-   65  1,250.00  1,185.00 

    Education Committee   0  83.00  83.00 

    Hospitality    0  150  150 

    Member-    0  0  0 

         

    Programs         

        Meeting Facilities   120  480  360 

        Meeting Supplies   0  50  50 

        Speak-    50  300  250 

    Total Programs           

    170  830   

    Recognition Dinner Expense  0  1,200.00  1,200.00 

    Sunshine    0  50  50 

    Treasurer    0  50  50 

Total Ex-    235.24  3,625.00  3,389.76 

Net Income after Expens-
es   849.76  0.00    

         

Website Donations   1,596  1,596  1,596 

Website Deposit Check 0129 500    1,096 
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A note from Helen, 

 

Above is a picture of our entry in the Swallows Day Parade.  It is a very clear picture and a 
good view of almost everyone.  Olivia, I think my big face is blocking you. 

 It is from the Fiesta Association: 

 "A huge shout out to our photographer Rick Valasek for his amazing contributions to our 
2022 season. 

You can find pictures from the El Presidente Ball, Fiesta Grande ,Hoos Gow Day and the Pa-
rade on his site." 

 

His website is www.PicRick.com 

  

It was a great Swallows Day parade  

http://www.PicRick.com


4 

25th INTERNATIONAL ANZA SOCIETY CONFERENCE 

 

Docents Stella Cardoza and myself attended the conference held at Banamichi, Sonora, Mexi-
co which was very well attended.  The majority of attendees took the Chartered Bus from 
Tucson to Banamichi.  On the way south, we stopped at Fronteras where we received a warm 
welcome from the City Mayor.  We then visited the Fronteras Presidio ruins where Juan Bau-
tista de Anza I was Captain and where Anza II was born.  On the first day at Banamichi, we 
had a full day of conferences mainly relating to Spanish Colonial History and the Native Peo-
ples of Eastern Sonora and Southwest Arizona.  The second day was devoted to sight-seeing.  
We visited the Ruins at Tetuachi, which was a silver mining town at the time of the Missions.  
Later, we visited the Church of Our Lady of La Asuncion in Arizpe, where Juan Bautista de An-
za ii was laid to rest.  On our way back, we stopped at Magdalena de Kino and visited the 
tomb of the famous Jesuit missionary, Fr. Eusebio Kino. 

 

The conference was an eye opener for me in many respects.  The main actors were Jesuits 
who started missionary work in the mid 17th century till they were expelled from New Spain 
in 1767.  The Jesuits had a different approach in their evangelization of native peoples to that 
of their contemporaries.  They studied the linguistic, cultural and social norms of the natives 
through observation, participation and social integration.  Once the Jesuits established them-
selves amongst a group of native peoples, the community normally flourished with the know-
how they brought in farming, animal husbandry, medicine and other scientific knowledge.  So 
much so that neighboring communities would invite them to their areas. 

 

The other unique aspect in eastern Sonora is that the Missions founded along the rivers and 
flood plains were close to the Mines located in the adjacent mountain ranges.  Hence, the 
Missions were a source of supply for the mines and miners resulting in interaction.  The main 
indigenous nations in the Southwest were the Opata, the Pima and the Apache and their 
homeland covered an area on both sides of the current border.  The local guide in Fronteras 
told us that Geronimo, the Apache Chief,  first surrendered to the Mexicans at the Fronteras 
Presidio.   His Swiss Interpreter advised him not to cross over and surrender to the Americans 
which he did.  The rest is history. 

 

Submitted By:  Art Pinto 
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THE DOCENT SPIRIT 

 

From where evolves the spirit of our Docents , the interest, the dedication, the drive.? The spirit 

grows from people who gather together in a unique way. As we plan for our future, we are optimistic 

and confident that our Society will continue to build upon the solid foundation laid by previous Do-

cents. Our priorities are clear: recruit more Docents for leading tours and other volunteer activities, 

to learn something new, be passionate about being a Docent, to support one another, and at all 

times to remember the words that begin with the letter “F” fun and flexibility.  

 

Docent Meeting This Thursday 
 

Come this Thursday, April 21, to the  

SJC Docent Society General Meeting  

 

1:00 p.m.  – 1:30 p.m.  Social Time 

1:30 p.m. – Business Meeting 
 

 

Topics to be Discussed 
  

Our new Website: http://sjcdocentsociety.org/  
Reports on Docent Activities since our last meeting 

Summer Activities at Blas Aguilar Adobe 

  

wlmailhtml:%7b2307C565-B897-481C-BDA2-7F9D56D5D223%7dmid://00000014/!x-usc:http://sjcdocentsociety.org/

