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A Fresh Take on Peppermint 
 
Peppermint bark. Peppermint lattes. Peppermint candy  
canes. There is no doubt about it—peppermint is the  
undisputed flavor of the winter season. Mint is full of the  
chemical menthol, which, when tasted, activates the  
same nerve sensors that allow us to feel cold. We love  
the refreshing, cooling sensation of mint in our mouths  
and are reminded of winter each time we take a taste.  
But there is more to the story of peppermint’s hold on  
the winter season than its chemical composition.  
 
Mint-flavored hard candies have been made for hundreds  
of years. Before the invention of air-conditioning, hard 
candy could be made only during the cool, dry months of  
winter, for heat and humidity would spoil the candy. Mint  
is a reliable flavoring because it does not cook off during  
the manufacturing process. Its flavor remains incredibly 
strong. For this reason, mint-flavored hard candy has 
always been a wintertime treat. 
 
Legend has it that the first candy canes were invented  
in the 17th century by a German choirmaster who bribed  
his choirboys with peppermint candy sticks to keep them  
complacent during mass. Candy in church was not 
exactly solemn, so the choirmaster asked the candy 
maker to fashion the candy sticks into shepherds’  
crooks, honoring Jesus.  
 
It wasn’t until 1847 that a German Swedish immigrant to  
America named August Imgard used the candy cane as  
a Christmas decoration. He spun white hard candy into  
its crooked shape and hung the canes along with paper  
ornaments from a blue spruce. It would take a few more  
decades and the advent of mass production techniques  
for candy canes to get their red stripes. Why red? Some  
say this color represents the blood shed by Jesus on the  
cross, while others attribute it to the red berries and green  
garland of evergreen holly that has been associated with 
Yule traditions. Don’t wait until December 26, Candy 
Cane Day, to enjoy candy canes. Most people start 
buying them the day after Thanksgiving. 
 

 

 

Celebrating December 
              

Hanukkah 

December 18–26 

 

Christmas 

December 25 

 

New Year’s Eve 

December 31 

 

 

 

December Birthdays 

Please send a card to:  

7 Donita Leeling 

10 Betty Binger 

15 Shirley Heiting 

21 Van Hawkins 

23 Bonnie Hahn 

28 Debra Dorenbach 

 

  

December 2022 

 



 

Still Living in Infamy 
 
U.S. President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt called December 7, 
1941, “a date which will live  
in infamy.” 81 years later, we 
still remember the attack on 
Pearl Harbor and pause to 
honor all who were lost. 
 

Pearl Harbor is a U.S. naval base located near 
Honolulu, Hawaii. It was home to the bulk of the 
U.S. Navy’s Pacific Fleet, hundreds of airplanes, 
and thousands of soldiers. American intelligence 
officials never expected Japanese forces to start a 
war with the United States with an attack on Hawaii, 
4,000 miles away. For this reason, Pearl Harbor 
was left largely undefended on December 7, 1941. 
As a target, Pearl Harbor was too good of an 
opportunity for the Japanese to ignore. 
 
In an audacious sneak attack, without any 
declaration of war, Japanese forces began their 
assault on Pearl Harbor at around 8 a.m. At 8:10,  
a 1,800-pound bomb fell through the deck of the 
battleship USS Arizona and struck an ammunition 
store, resulting in a massive explosion and killing 
thousands. After two hours of fighting, 20 American 
ships (including every battleship in Pearl Harbor) 
were crippled; 300 airplanes were destroyed; 
2,403 sailors, soldiers, and civilians were killed; 
and a thousand more were wounded. 
 
Luckily—amazingly—the Pacific Fleet was left 
intact. Despite losing its powerful battleships, the 
Fleet’s aircraft carriers had been off base during 
the attack and were safe. Pearl Harbor’s vital 
infrastructure, including repair shops, oil storage 
depots, shipyards, and submarine docks, had 
been largely untouched. The U.S. Navy would  
be able to rebuild itself for a sustained war effort. 
 
The day following the attack, President Roosevelt 
declared war on Japan. And though history 
remembers America and its Allies as the brave 
victors of a long and bloody world war, scars of 
that war remain. Pearl Harbor Remembrance  
Day is a time to reflect on all that was lost and  
a celebration of the freedoms that were won. 

 

 

 
Many Thanks To: 

Janet Hinn-Candy 
Kathryn Zlomke-Puzzles in Memory of Willis Orr 

Deb Kuskie-Veteran’s Day Program 
Patti Chasek-Veteran’s Day Program 
Terry Terrel-Veteran’s Day Program 

Dawn Blonien-Veteran’s Day Program 
Joyce Thorson-Veteran’s Day Program 

Peg Kuester-Nails 
The Rockin Robbins- Special Music 

 
We appreciate all our Volunteers and those that 

donate! 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
We extend our love and sympathy to the 
family and friends of: 
 

Cheryl Roubideaux 
And 

Patricia Mink 
 

It was a Privelege to know, love and care for 
them 

Sincerely, 
Pioneer Manor Staff 

December 2022 



  
 

 



 

 

 

 

Activity News 

First of all, I would like to say  

Happy Thanksgiving to everyone! 

The Christmas season is here, and it 

will be a busy time. My goal is to make 

sure the residents have a wonderful 

holiday season with lots of joy.  

There will not be a Giving Tree at the 

bank this year, but you are still 

encouraged to give gifts to the 

residents. Hair salon gift certificates are 

a popular item!  

If you have a special Christmas talent, 

we would love to have you share it with 

us.  

We are also still accepting donations of 

Bingo Prizes- individualized packaged 

snacks, small stuffed animals, items 

they can give to grandkids, personal 

items such as slipper socks, hand 

lotions, chap stick and etc.. 

 

As a reminder we need to inventory 

and mark all clothing that is given to 

residents. Also, personal gifts other 

than food will need to be inventoried 

also-this is to protect the resident’s 

belongings.  

-Danelle Horton  

Life Enrichment Coordinator  
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