
Pioneer Manor 

“ Reaching For The Stars” 

The Man Who Inspired Father’s Day 

Was a Single Dad and a Civil War Vet  

William Jackson Smart was a twice-married, twice-

widowed  Civil War veteran and father of 14 children, 

one of whom dedicated her life to the creation 

of Father ’s Day in honor of her devoted and selfless 

dad. 

The story goes that William ’s daughter, Sonora 

Smart Dodd, was attending one of the first offi-

cial Mother ’s Day services in 1909 at her church in 

Spokane, Washington, when she had an epiphany—if 

mothers deserved a day in honor of their loving ser-

vice, why not fathers? 

When Sonora was 16, her mother Ellen died, leaving 

William as a single father to Sonora and her five 

younger brothers. And by Sonora ’s account, he per-

formed brilliantly.  “I remember everything about 

him,” Sonora said many years later to the  Spokane 

Daily Chronicle . “He was both father and mother to 

me and my brothers and sisters.” 

Sonora ’s mother Ellen, herself a widow, had three 

children from a previous marriage. On top of that, 

William had also been married and widowed before 

he met Sonora ’s mother. William had five children 

with his first wife, Elizabeth, who were already grown 

when William became a widower for the second time.  

In 1910, Sonora brought a petition before the Spo-

kane Ministerial Alliance to recognize the courage 

and devotion of all fathers like William on June 5, her 

dad ’s birthday. The local clergy liked the idea of a 

special Father ’s Day service, but couldn ’t pull some-

thing together so quickly, so they settled for June 19, 

the third Sunday in June. 

In Remembrance 

We extend our love and sympathy  

To the family and friends of:  

Margaret Bork 

It was a privilege to know, love  

and care for her. 
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https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/mothers-day


 

Kathleen Gilsdorf-Magazines 

Dawn Fetter-Greeting Cards 

Garden Club-May baskets for the residents 

Good Neighbor– Stuffies for Bingo Prizes 

Pam Anderson– Greeting Cards 

All our volunteers! 

 

Please send a card to: 

6/2 -Charles Mathews 

6/6– Dixie Stouffer 

6/22– Sandra McQuitty 

Activity News 

We are so excited to announce that we have two new 

activity staff that will be starting with us on June 6th. 

Joining us is Char Pudelko & Nancy O”Brien, I will do a 

full interview with them for the July newsletter.  

The first few weeks of June will still have limited activ-

ities so that we can get these ladies trained and so we 

can do some brainstorming, to plan and prepare to 

start adding in a full schedule of activities. We are go-

ing to be adding a lot more one on one and hopefully 

small group interest activities.   

–Danelle 

Building Updates 

Many of you may have noticed that there has 

been something going on around here.  

We have a new staff parking lot that looks great !  

Look close and you can see 

boxes on the roof...That’s for 

the new updated HVAC system 

that is being installed!  

Yeah for Air Conditioning! 

 



Celebrating Mother’s Day 
 A very special Thank You goes to Pam Anderson and Marian Buetler  for presenting our 

Mother’s Day program!  It was very lovely and enjoyed by all! 




