
It’s Here!!! Are You Ready?!?!? 
The Stupendous! Amazing! Exciting!                  

Pioneer Manor                                                               
8th Annual Fair!! 

August 19-23  
  Look over the calendar of events and come to as many 
as you can! Please let Activities know If you have crafts, 
flowers, produce, or animals you can bring to add to our 

displays. And if you would like to help, let us know!                    
It’s a great and fun time!  

We are excited to be able to display                                 
Sheridan County  4-H Projects in our hallways during the 

entire Fair Week.  
The Best Fair around!!                                                           

Come join us! 

Pioneer Manor   PO Box 310, 318 North Third, Hay Springs, NE  69347                                                             

Phone: 308-638-4483  Fax: 308-638-7385   email: activities@pioneermanor.net                                                     

website: www.pioneermanor.net       

The Manorette                         
Pioneer Manor                                   

August 2019                                                                 
“The Home Where Love Abides” 

GREAT BIG THANKS TO……. 
 Linda Raymer for nice books and walker 
 Chuck & Alice Kutschara for helping with 

the flag for the 4th 
 Chris Hunzeker and Feddersen’s for helping 

with our 4th of July fireworks 
 Lin Popp for donating her Christmas Village 

and craft supplies  
 To all who are so willing to jump in and 

help whenever they see the need 
 Terry & LaDonna for providing the Root 

Beer for our yummy floats 

Enjoy the Flower Pictures                            
All the flower pictures featured in this month’s 

Manorette are of those which beautifully                   
surround our building.  

August Birthday Parties                                      
(not always actual dates)                                            

8/13—Brad Pickerill                                                      

8/17—Dorothy Kearns                                                     

8/30—Jane Smith 



Joan Wells, Women's World Champion Trick Roper and inductee to 
the National Cowgirl Hall of Fame in Fort Worth, Texas will present a dazzling and 
unique performance of Trick and Fancy Roping on Thursday, August 22, at 2:30 p.m. 
at Pioneer Manor. 
Joan Wells wanted to be a cowgirl at an early age after learning about horses and 
trick roping from her cousin Almon Bates, a rodeo cowboy and trick roper.  She 
started roping at the age of four and then took further instruction from Jim Eskew 

Jr., World Champion Trick Roper of Ardmore, Oklahoma. 
 Joan's mastery of both the Mexican and American styles of roping is an exotically beautiful art.  Her routine is chore-
ographed to western music and she spins the rope smoothly as she goes from one trick to the next.  Her style is traditional 
and her tricks are those seen in the early years of the wild west shows and rodeos.  She performs such tricks as the intricate 
butterfly combinations to multiple rope spins, double tricks, the Big Loop, Ocean Wave and Texas Skip.  Her routine requires 
dexterity, agility, precision and skill reflecting the roping style during the wild west era.  Joan is the only woman in the world 
to perform the difficult horse catch.  This involves roping a horse and rider 
from a spinning loop as they run full speed across the arena.   
 In 1979 Joan won the title as Women's World Champion Trick 
Roper by winning the Women's Free Lance and Texas Skip competition at 
the Will Rogers Trick Roping Contest in Claremore, Oklahoma.  In 2006 and 
2007 she returned to Claremore to win first place honors at the Will Rog-
ers Trick Roping Exposition. 
 Wells has made appearances through the nation on television, the 
Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, Kansas and Texas Cowboy Symposium, 
the Will Rogers Follies, Pawnee Bill and Buffalo Bill Wild West shows, 
western art museums, numerous western events, stage shows, rodeos, 
fairs and conventions.  Through her dedication to her rope handling, Joan 
enhances the imagery of the American Cowgirl....needless to say, "Joan 
knows the ropes." 

Focus on our Faithful Volunteers                                              
The Chadron Dance Company 

Linda Kenney and the Klassy Kats comprise the Chadron Dance 
Company. Linda began her dance group with just a couple              

other ladies dancing in her kitchen. There are now nine dancers 
who practice twice a week in a Chadron church. It is evident             
to all that each of these ladies love to dance. The ladies say 

their reward for dancing is to observe members of the                
audience smiling, tapping their toes and singing to the music. 
The Chadron Dance Company perform to all genres of music 

and many times use props to make it even more fun.  

The Chadron Dance Company will be performing for us                 
Monday, August 26, at 10:00 a.m.  All are welcome to join our 

residents in enjoying the music and dancing.   



Meet a Resident—Donna Westlake Lawrence 
Donna was born              
November 6, 1928               
to Ray and Wilma 
Westlake. She had 
three brothers,                 
Warren, Bill and               
Stanley. The family 
moved often for Ray 
to find work but they 
always lived close to 
extended family, so 
there were lots of 
family visits.  

Donna enjoyed living 
in Denby, South               
Dakota. Her Aunt and              

Uncle ran the grocery store and post office there. Her family 
lived in a sod house which she said was fine except for the 
bugs. They would dip a feather in kerosene and paint the 
seams of the mattresses to keep the bugs out. The bugs 
would even be under the pictures hanging on the walls.  

After Denby, the family moved to Hay Springs. During the 
trip, they had a fire in the wagon which contained their            
belongings. A crate holding their pet cats was thrown off               
and consequently broke. A few weeks later the cats                  
amazingly found the family. 

In Hay Springs, Donna worked for a meat market and 
Stiel’s grocery store. She said on Saturdays everyone came    
to town and the last thing they did before going home was   
to buy their groceries. She could always count on getting 
home late on Saturdays. 

At a dance, Donna met Clifford Lawrence. Cliff had just 
returned home that very day from serving in World War II          
as a Medic. There was a birthday party the next night and 
Donna told Cliff “we better go together to that also.” They  
began dating, but after graduating from high school in 1946, 
Donna went to Lincoln to nursing school to become a               
Registered Nurse. After a few months, Clifford convinced her 
to come back to Hay Springs and get married. Their wedding 
was in the Catholic priest’s home on July 15, 1947. Donna 
was married in a white silk dress made from the material 

that Clifford bought  while in Japan.  The newly weds lived           
in Donna’s parents’ garage until they had a chance to buy     
the house next door for $2200. It had only three rooms and 
seven doors! Cliff and Donna remodeled and it continues to 
be their home after all these years. They have two children 
Gary and Judie. 

Donna worked at a hotel and café while she was taking 
LPN classes in Alliance. She said she realized she couldn’t be 
a waitress for the rest of her life after she threw milk in the 
face of a customer who was being very rude. 

Donna loved being a nurse, she worked at Doctor Owens’ 
office with Frances Thyne for many years and at the Rushville 
and Chadron hospitals. When she was fifty-five, Donna                
fulfilled her teen age dream of taking classes to become an 
RN. As an RN, she worked at Pioneer Manor and as a school 
nurse.  

After retiring, Cliff and Donna enjoyed many trips to visit 
friends in Canada. 

Donna was a wonderful nurse and continues to be a great 
wife, mom, grandmother and great-grandmother. 

Thanks to Donna’s daughter Judie for this story on her 
mother’s life. Thanks to Clifford for coming every afternoon 
and joining Donna for the activity and snack. Thank you,  
Donna, for adding to this story and sharing your life.  

And we’re so glad we could share your 72nd Anniversary 
with you! 

 

 

 



     Sheridan County 4-H Displays                                                                                        

 Entire Week 

Fair Schedule 

Monday, August 19 

2:30-4:00—Garden Produce, Flower,                                      
& Craft Show                                                                             

Tuesday, August 20 

   2:30-4:00—Wild Animal Show   

      Wednesday, August 21 

       2:30-4:00—Midway Carnival                                  

Games & Treats                                                                             

Thursday, August 22 

2:30—Joan Wells                                                          

World Famous Trick Roper                  

Friday, August 23 

2:30 Fair Bingo 

Come One, Come All! Fun For Everyone! 

Pioneer Manor                                                        

8th Annual Fair                                                  

August 19-23, 2019 


