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Resident of Month
Ms. J. Amerson. was born in Detroit Michigan to 

John & Violet Polk. She and her twin brother were 
delivered by her grandmother whom was a 

midwife. The family moved to Clearwater, Florida 
when she was five years old. During high school 

she played basketball, volleyball and was the 
statistician for the football team. Her talent as a 

singer in the choir, and ability to play concert piano 
won her a scholarship to Julliard School in New 

York but she turned it down when she met Robert. 
They married had a son (Bobby) and adopted 

daughter (Lisa) when she was two.
Ms. Amerson studied fashion at the community 

college and became a Registered Bridal 
Consultant. She and her husband owned a 

business called Stereorama, installing stereos, 
they were a member of JAC’S Chamber of 

Commerce where they were volunteers. She 
retired from her job as a Real Estate Agent. MS. 
Amerson enjoyed, water skiing, dancing, boating 
and fishing. Her Motto she lives by: We Live and 

Love for Today and Have a Wonderful Tomorrow.

October Outings

10/02 Burlington Coat Factory
10/09 Visit with The Horses

10/16 Walmart
10/23 Country Ride & View

10/30 Walmart
                   

L. Austin  10/20
H. Booker  10/26
E. Nelson  10/26

J. Fry  10/29
Y. Lingo  10/30
E. Stultz  10/31
B. Fesler  10/31

M. Cochran  10/31

     The Big History of Small Toys
Few toys can light up a child’s face like a dollhouse, 
complete with its rooms full of miniature furniture and 
housewares. This October, Dollhouse and Miniature 
Month, we look at the evolution of dollhouses from 
ostentatious displays of wealth to mini classrooms of 
domestic chores, from children’s toys to adult hobbies.

The very first dollhouses, engineered in Germany, 
Holland, and England in the 17th century, were 
designed for one audience: adults. These “cabinet 
houses” were elaborate displays of wealth. Cabinet 
doors opened to reveal tiny rooms outfitted with 
priceless little trinkets and objects. In the late 17th 
century, designs moved away from display and toward 
pedagogy. Miniature “Nuremberg kitchens” contained 
tiny pots, brooms, and other domestic tools. Such 
displays taught girls their domestic duties. These 
dollhouses even contained miniature people so 
that girls could also learn how to direct servants.

In the 18th century, England saw the creation of 
“Baby houses,” so-called because they were miniature 
versions of real-life dwellings. Rather than display 
expensive trinkets, the houses boasted miniature 
replicas of all the home’s wares: grandfather clocks, 
rugs, wallpapers. Today, visitors to the Art Institute 
of Chicago enjoy similar reproductions in the Thorne 
Miniature Rooms, tiny models of European and 
American interiors from the 13th to 17th centuries.

Attitudes about childhood and play evolved during 
the 19th century, and so the importance of toys 
was elevated, and dollhouses became playthings. 
Thanks to the industrial revolution and advent of mass 
production, dollhouses were made on a massive scale, 
reducing costs and widening availability. A growing 
middle class hungered for the toys. Dollhouses have 
returned as an adult pastime, allowing grownups to 
live out interior design and architecture fantasies in 
expensive and custom-made miniatures. These high-
end toys don’t come cheap and cost thousands.
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