
 
APPALACHIAN STATE (8-1) vs. SOUTH CAROLINA (4-6)  

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2018 | WILLIAMS-BRICE STADIUM | COLUMBIA, S.C. 

 

> > >  APPALACHIAN STATE HEAD COACH ELIAH DRINKWITZ QUOTES 

Opening Statement 

“Just proud of the focus and effort our guys played with. Proud of the way they battled all game. They never flinched. The poise on the last 

drive, our defense gave up those two long fourth downs, and still be able to make a play at the end. Proud of our coaching staff. It was a 

tough draw, especially after last week’s loss to have to come on the road to an SEC opponent and nobody flinched. We just went into work 

and said, ‘We’re going to be 1-0 this week whatever it takes.’ We had the expectation coming down here to win. Hats off to our defense 

they played lights out. Nick Ross stepped up with a big play right before the half that was the difference in the game. Proud of our guys .” 

 

On how they prepared for South Carolina…  

“We felt like we had a great plan of how to attack their run and our guys played with great effort. We tackled better than we’ve tackled all 

season.” 

 

On Appalachian State’s two wins over Power Five teams this year and what that means for the program…  

“We’re excited about where we’re at. We’re just excited about being 1-0. We’ll measure the Power Five stuff at the end of the season, but 

our goal is to win the Sun Belt Conference championship and go to a bowl game. Georgia Southern lost today, so we’re back in control of 

our own destiny for the bowl series.”  

 

On the defense’s performance late in the game…  

“It’s never easy. They got a couple of fourth-down conversions that we obviously wish we would’ve been able to stop, but I’m just proud 

of those guys. We talk all the time that every play has a life of its own. You just got to play that play, and when it’s over you go to the next 

play, and that’s what we did.” 

 

On Chandler Stanton’s performance…  

“He did a nice job, especially on the ones from a distance. It’s the difference in the ball game obviously when you win by five and he made 

two field goals. I think the biggest thing for all of us is we put last week behind us. We don’t let last week carry over to this week, and we 

can’t let this week carry over to next week. That’s just a mentality of maturing and growing up.”  

 

> > >  APP STATE PLAYER QUOTES 

Zac Thomas • QB • Junior 

On beating both North Carolina and South Carolina… 

“It definitely means a lot. It’s awesome sending these seniors out with two Power Five wins in the same year. That’s remarkable…a lot of 

people don’t do that. It makes you feel good, it makes you know that all that hard work that you put in the offseason is paying off. Super 

excited for these guys, these seniors deserve it, they have been through some up and downs in the seasons.” 

 

On patience with finding opportunities…  

“I think with that team they had some good corners and safeties, they were playing over the top a lot so you are not going to get those 

deep balls that you wanted to get. Most of the time we were working on the under routes. Just trying to get the balls to our players and just 

trying to make them make a man miss and get the 10 yards.” 

 

Akeem Davis-Gaither • Outside LB • Senior 

Keeping energy on last drive… 

“You just got to know what you are playing for and you got the big crowd counting on us, the people on the sidelines counting on us, the 

coaches, counting on ourselves too. We knew that we were going to have to fight to the 60 minutes and that’s what those guys did and 

that’s what we did.”  

 

On freshman scoring off interception… 



 
“That was an amazing feeling knowing that it’s a next-man up mentality on the team. That whoever is in the game, we except at the highest 

level…him coming out and making that play, that was awesome. And that really helped out with the win.” 

 

Nick Hampton • Outside LB • Redshirt Freshman  

On last drive… 

“Just having faith on the person next to you that he’s going to do his job and do it to the best of his ability. At the end of the day, when 

you have that faith in the person next to you, it just makes your job easier… Just not being new to the situation, just going over the 

situation over and over so when it actually comes, it’s not new to our team and defense.” 

 

On the win for program… 

“It is definitely big for our program, for our school. These were the two games we were looking forward to at the beginning of the season 

and I am glad that we were able to come out with a win. Especially to win out in this fashion…especially after what happened last week. So 

being able to bounce back and get such a big win for our team and program.”  

 

 
 

 

 


