The Facts on International Gender-based Violence
Violence against women and girls and men and boys is a global epidemic. One in three women
worldwide will experience gender-based violence (GBV) as will one in five men. 1 GBV is often
used as a tactic to dominate, humiliate, terrorize, and displace communities. This type of violence
includes child marriage, “honor killing,” rape, trafficking, and domestic violence. It has devastating
consequences for individuals, families, and for society as a whole. GBV undermines economic
development, obstructs legal and judicial systems, cripples the growth of healthy social norms, and
denies women and girls their basic human rights.
•

Globally, as much as 35 percent of women have experienced intimate partner violence or
non-partner sexual violence in their lifetime. 2

•

At least one in three women globally will be beaten, raped, or otherwise abused during her
lifetime. In most cases, the abuser is a member of the woman’s family. 3

•

Approximately one in four women and girls over age 15 may experience sexual violence by
an intimate partner at some point in their lives, and rates of sexual abuse by non-partners
range from one to 12 percent over the course of a woman’s lifetime. 4

•

12.3 million adults and children are trafficked each year into forced labor, bonded labor, and
forced prostitution around the world; 56 percent of these victims are women and girls. 5

Gender-based Violence in Conflict, Post-conflict, and Humanitarian Settings
•

Sexual and gender-based violence is especially pervasive in conflict, post-conflict and
humanitarian settings where women and girls and men and boys are targeted for abuse.
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Women and girls often comprise the largest number of people targeted and are the most
vulnerable to abuse and exploitation because of their age, gender, and social status.6 7
•

In conflict settings, rates of intimate partner violence are often higher than sexual violence
rates perpetrated by individuals outside of the home. 8

•

Statistics on the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) demonstrate how sexual violence
in conflict also affects men. In the DRC, 23.6 percent of 405 surveyed men experienced
sexual violence during their lives, 64.5 percent of these men experienced it in the context of
the country's civil wars. Of these cases, 92.5 percent of the perpetrators were men and 11.1
percent were women (mostly women combatants). Of the survivors, 56 percent reported
current symptoms of post-traumatic stress disorder and 47.5 percent of major depression
and 22.8 percent had attempted suicide. 9

•

In detention settings and repressive states, men and boys experience higher levels of GBV.
For example during the Bosnian War, it is reported that 80 percent of the 5,000 male
concentration camp victims in Sarajevo were raped in detention. 10

Health and Social Consequences of Gender-based Violence
•

Women whose partners have physically or sexually abused them are 16 percent more likely
to give birth to a low birthweight baby, almost twice as likely to experience depression and
1.5 times more likely to contract HIV and AIDs as compared to women who never
experienced physical or sexual abuse. 11

•

Women who reported physical or sexual violence by a partner, in a 2005 World Health
Organization study, were also more likely to report having had at least one induced abortion
or miscarriage than women who did not report abuse. 12

•

Sexual violence dramatically increases women and girls’ vulnerability to HIV and AIDS by
making it difficult or impossible for them to abstain from sex and have their partners be
faithful, or use a condom. 13
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•

Children who are sexually abused are more likely to engage in behaviors known to be risky
for HIV as adults. They are also more likely to experience sexual or domestic violence as
adults. 14

•

Men who are violent toward their intimate partners are more likely to have multiple sexual
partners than men who are not violent toward their partners.15

•

Boys who witness or experience family violence are more likely to commit rape. 16

Social and Economic Costs of Gender-based Violence
•

In the United States, the health care cost of intimate partner rape, physical assault and
stalking totals $5.8 billion each year, nearly $4.1 billion of which is for direct medical and
mental health care services. Lost productivity from paid work, household chores and the
lifetime earnings homicide victims lose total nearly $1.8 billion. 17

•

Conservative estimates of lost productivity from domestic violence range from 1.2 percent of
Brazil and Tanzania’s GDP to two percent of Chile’s GDP. These figures do not include
costs associated with long-term effects, including consequences for subsequent
generations. 18

•

In Vietnam, household out of pocket costs for accessing survivor services equated to 21
percent of women’s average monthly income, and foregone earnings due to missed work
equated to 13.4 percent of the average monthly household income. 19

The Value of Educating Women and Girls and Preventing Gender-based Violence
•

Each additional year of education that citizens of a state receive, reduces the chances of
that state falling into civil war. 20

•

Voters who have at least primary school education are 1.5 times more likes to support
democracies than voters with no education. 21

•

Increased education for women has led to a 50 percent reduction in child mortality rates
over the last 40 years.22
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•

In sub-Saharan Africa, investing in girls’ education has the potential to increase agricultural
production by 25 percent. 23

•

If all women in sub-Saharan Africa received a primary education, 1.8 million lives could be
saved each year. 24

•

There would be a 14 percent decrease in child marriages if all girls received primary
education and 64 percent fewer marriages if all girls completed secondary school. 25
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