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Sample Research Questions and Hypotheses 
 
You have learned about criteria for stating a hypothesis and ways to formulate a hypothesis. 
Following is an example of a research question which lends itself naturally to being stated in the form of a hypothesis, and an example of a research question which does not lend itself so easily to being stated as a hypothesis. In preparation for the Discussion Assignment this week, familiarize yourself with these two examples and the accompanying explanations so that you become more assured in changing research questions into hypotheses. 
 
Example of a research question that lends itself to becoming a hypothesis: 
 
Research question: To what extent do preschool teachers who feel supported by their superiors 
implement new strategies designed to help young children become more empathetic towards each other? 
 
Hypothesis: Preschool teachers who feel supported by their supervisors implement new empathy 
strategies more fully than those who do not feel supported. 
 
Some thoughts about this example: Here is one of several reasons why this research question lends 
itself to the formulation of a hypothesis: If the researcher clearly defines what “feeling supported” means in this study, i.e., if the researcher uses an existing, valid, and reliable measuring scale, teachers who participate in the training seminar could be measured before the seminar as to whether they feel 
supported or not. Then, the teachers could be asked to implement the newly acquired strategies. The 
researcher could measure to what degree each teacher actually implemented these strategies, and could compare the rate of implementation between those teachers who feel supported and those who do not feel supported. 
 
Example of a research question that does not lend itself to becoming a hypothesis: 
 
Research question: What are major cultural, socio-political, and personal factors essential to creating 
culturally sensitive early childhood programs in Native American communities? 
 
Hypothesis: Most likely not appropriate in this example. 
 
Some thoughts about this example: There are several reasons why this research question does not 
lend itself to the formulation of a hypothesis. Here are two: First, although this is an excellent research 
question, the topic is much too broad to condense it effectively into a hypothesis. Second, the topic itself is philosophical in nature, and stating a specific hypothesis might unnecessarily restrict the researcher’s thinking.  
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