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Dinner Menu
Eicher Commons

Dining Room

Spinach salad with pecans
Tender roast beef

California blend vegetables
Buttery baby bakers potatoes

Rolls with butter
Assorted cream and fruit pies

Assorted cheesecakes
Lemonade, iced tea, and coffee



Punch Reception

Welcome to Fort Wayne Campus 2016 Athletic Hall of Fame 
 Tim Erdel g73
 

Prayer Michael D. Mortensen g91
 Director of Fort Wayne Alumni & Friend Relations
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Recognition of 2016 Hall of Fame Inductees
Greg Ponchot g77
Jim Hughes g85
Jason “Berk” Berkhalter g97
2002-03 Women’s Basketball Team

Coach: Corey Laster g93

Danielle Anderson fs06
Katie Broecker g04
Amy Edmonds g04
Rebecca Eleiott g07
Lori Evans fs05
Elizabeth Garrasi g06

Vounteer Assistant: Sarita Rubrake g92

Cyndi Brown g06
Meg Mattson fs06
Joanie Muhlenkamp g06
Ginger Robbins g05
Adria Spahiev fs06
Rachel Walden fs06
Cicely Wright g05
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Greg Ponchot g77 was born in Hamilton, 
Ohio, but moved just nine 
months later to Sierra Leone, 
West Africa, when his parents, 
Gene g50 and Carol (Sipp g49), 
returned there with their family 
to continue their missionary 
service. His father had been a fine 
baseball catcher, but Gene’s biggest 
influence on Greg, both before and 
even after his death in 1984 in a 
tragic auto accident in Nigeria, was 
as a spiritual leader and example. 
Greg also had a superb athletic role 
model in the person of Bill Gerig g61, the 
legendary point guard who had led Wheaton 
College to the first-ever NCAA II national 
championship and who was his houseparent 
at Rupp Memorial School in Kabala, Sierra 
Leone. Bill played softball and other games 
with the boarding school children in his care 
nearly every evening.

When the Ponchot family relocated to 
York, Pennsylvania, in 1966, where Gene 
was a Missionary Church pastor and the 
Eastern District superintendent, Greg’s 
natural athleticism soon became apparent. 
He would play tennis, basketball as a point 
guard, and baseball as a pitcher throughout 
his time at West York Area High School. He 
had been recruited to play varsity tennis as 
a freshman by physical education teacher 
and tennis pro Jim Schwartz and broke in 
almost immediately at the number five spot. 
By his senior year, Greg was the team’s top 
player, leading the team to the York County 
championship.

When Greg entered Fort Wayne Bible College 
in the fall of 1973, he continued playing 
tennis and basketball. This would be his only 
year of basketball, and the team went 20-10, 
winning the regular-season North Central 

Christian Athletic Conference 
(NCCAC) championship. The 
team also garnered the NCCAC 
Sportsmanship Award.

The tennis program was just 
getting re-started at FWBC 
under the leadership of 
Coach Kent Fishel g66. The 
three bare concrete courts, 
lacking proper surfacing, 

were extremely fast and often gave 
opponents fits, so FWBC proved especially 

competitive at home. With collegiate matches 
entailing six singles and three doubles matches, 
the encounters could grind on for hours. 

Greg played at number one singles, Larry 
“Sugar Bear” Lewis g76 played at number 
two, and the two teamed up at the number 
one doubles spot. The two rarely lost in either 
singles or doubles, and if the team hadn’t already 
won by the time the doubles competition began, 
their doubles play often clinched the victory for 
the Falcons. Larry, himself a Fort Wayne Hall of 
Fame athlete, always considered Greg by far the 
best tennis player in FWBC history.

In spring 1974 the Falcons hosted an invitational 
for NCCAC teams as the first step toward regular 
conference play. FWBC won the tournament as 
a team and Greg won the individual title, so the 
Falcons swept top honors.

During the summers of his college years, 
Greg partnered with Rick Seaman g78, a 
former Fort Wayne North Side High School 
standout who was by then a student at Taylor 
University, and the two taught tennis lessons 
to help pay their school bills.

His sophomore season, 1974-1975, Greg went 
11-1 in singles and was the obvious team 
MVP. The team posted a solid 9-3 record and 
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swept the NCCAC to become conference champions. 

With marriage in view 
to a FWBC fellow 
student, Brenda 
Knuckles g78, Greg 
had increased his 
school year work hours 
at Maloley Brothers 
Grocery Stores and had 
given up basketball. 
Then he skipped varsity 
athletics altogether as 
a newlywed junior (1975-1976), though the talented 
tennis team went undefeated for a second straight year 
in NCCAC play, with an overall record of 11-1.

His teammates, however, never forgot Greg’s amazing 
abilities. When Larry Lewis, the new number one player, 
graduated in 1976 and the Falcons struggled through the 
following fall season, they begged Greg to return for a final 
semester in the spring of 1977. He did so reluctantly, since 
his work schedule didn’t allow him to practice, merely to 
show up for some matches. Nevertheless, when Greg was 
able to play, he was the star of the courts. The team loss to 
John Wesley was the only NCCAC team loss in four years. 
Greg would finish with a career singles record of 29-4.

Greg soon entered the ministry, pastoring effectively 
in Florida (1978-1985) and Indiana (1986-2011). His 
Hoosier pastorates were interspersed with work for 
the Missionary Church Central District, where he gave 
leadership to church planting efforts. This latter focus 
led to his training, coaching, and supervising church 
planters throughout the United States.

Greg also helped establish mission outreaches in 
Guatemala (1990) and Nicaragua (2004).

While pastoring, Greg was providentially led into 
ministries with professional athletes. For ten years 
(1987-1996), he served as the chaplain for the Indiana 
Pacers, speaking to opposing teams as well. Then, 
from the 1990s on through their Super Bowl victory 
under Tony Dungy and Jim Caldwell, Greg was a 

Spiritual Coach and an occasional chapel speaker for 
the Indianapolis Colts. As a point of interest, the Colts 
would never lose a game immediately following one of 
his chapel addresses.

One reason Greg could empathize with and minister 
to persons is that he has known multiple tragedies. In 
addition to the untimely deaths of his father and his 
close friend, Rick Seaman, Greg’s older sister, Brenda 
(Ponchot) Unangst g75, died as a young mother from 
a brain tumor, while his older brother, Steve g75, once 
a basketball manager at FWBC, has struggled heroically 
through most of his life with the painfully debilitating 
effects of childhood polio.

Today Greg directs Power Consulting Inc., which 
he founded in 2011, providing leadership training, 
coaching, and consulting to nonprofits, businesses, and 
government agencies. One of his main clients has been 
the Indiana Department of Corrections.

Greg still has moments as an athlete. The very day he 
moved to become pastor at Grace Missionary Church 
in Mooresville, Indiana, before he could even unload his 
goods, he was pressured into pinch-hitting for his church 
softball team. He delivered with a base-clearing, game-
winning home run. He also volunteers for the United States 
Golf Association and the Indiana Golf Association as a 
trainer and a golf course team leader. At 61, he remains a 
scratch handicap golfer.

Greg and Brenda, who 
have been married 
for over 40 years, 
have two sons and 
six grandchildren. 
Their son Shane, who 
played tennis and golf, 
is a PGA Professional 
and currently the 
Director of Golf at 
The Hideaway in La 
Quinta, California. Son Bryant, who played tennis and 
basketball, is a chiropractic specialist in private practice 
in Indianapolis.



Jim Hughes g85 began his journey with Fort 
Wayne Bible College (FWBC) long before he 
stepped onto the soccer field as a freshman 
in the fall of 1981. His father, Dr. Robert John 
Hughes, III, moved his family from Kansas, to 
Fort Wayne in 1968, when he joined the FWBC 
faculty to teach science and Bible–so Jim grew 
up as part of the FWBC community. Early 
memories range from his five-years-old birthday 
party in the home of Dr. Wes g51 and Mary 
Carolyn (Steiner g52) Gerig, to hanging around 
his father’s science lab, to cheering on Falcons 
basketball team members Todd 
Habegger g76 and Larry “Sugar 
Bear” Lewis g76.

Sports were a vital element 
in Jim’s life. He played point 
guard for Fort Wayne Christian 
School (FWCS) in fifth grade, 
enjoyed gymnastics and 
wrestling in physical education 
classes, and took martial arts 
lessons during junior high. 
His older brother, R. John Hughes, IV g85, 
helped spark an interest in weight lifting and 
bodybuilding, which Jim nurtured at a small 
local gym. Jim worked there seven years and, 
while doing so, met his bride-to-be, Renee 
Stauffer. They married in March 1987.

Jim added dance, intense flexibility training, 
and 6.2-mile morning runs to school in order 
to improve his overall conditioning. Of all his 
athletic interests, however, soccer became the 
central passion in Jim’s life when, while still in 
junior high at FWCS, he was moved up to the 
varsity team. His junior and senior high school 
soccer seasons he was named Northern Indiana 
Christian Athletic League All-Conference, and 
he was thrilled to contend for a conference 
championship under bright lights at the 
University of Notre Dame. He also reconnected 
with former teammates and played on the 
FWCS basketball team during his senior season.

When Jim enrolled at FWBC in the fall of 
1981, he became part of a Falcon soccer team 
that had just moved from club to varsity status 
the year before under coach Denny Williams. 
The team went 5-7-1 Jim’s freshman year. 
Jim, who led the team in assists, was named 
to the Bethel College All-Tourney Team and 
finished with both NCCAC All-Conference 
and NCCAA II All-District honors. While 
teammates Ray Hylton g86 (the leading 
scorer) and Steve Schlatter g82 (team MVP) 
received similar recognition, Jim especially 

enjoyed lining up again 
with his brother, John, 
who made All-Conference 
Honorable Mention.

The next year, in the fall 
of 1982, the incomparable 
Graham West g88 
became a Falcon and 
Jim, now team captain, 
suddenly had two great 
scorers to feed (Graham 

and Ray). This helped Jim lead the entire 
nation (NCCAA II) in assists, while the team 
record improved to 9-6-1. The Falcons made 
the NCCAA II District tourney; Jim was again 
named to the All-District squad.

In spring 1983, Jim was invited to the first 
round of expanded US Olympic team tryouts 
at Indiana University and made the Indiana 
State Select Team. After Indiana Select Team 
victories over squads from Illinois, Michigan, 
and Ohio, Jim’s chance for further notice on 
the national scene came to an abrupt halt upon 
tearing his ACL during an informal workout 
back at FWBC.

When Professor Hughes retired from his post at 
FWBC in 1983, Jim left FWBC, too, and moved 
with his parents to Texas, their home state. 
However, Jim was lured back to FWBC to help 
Denny Williams coach in the fall of 1984, and JA
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he soon signed up for more classes 
and rejoined the team on the field 
as well. The squad went 16-5 and 
won their first NCCAA II District 
title by defeating Grace Bible 5-1. 
The Falcons would finish fourth 
in the national tournament. Jim 
earned NCCAA II All-American 
honors, along with Graham, 
making them the first two 
FWBC soccer players to receive 
First-Team accolades.

Jim would then coach basketball and soccer at FWCS, 
soccer at Elmhurst High School, and strength training 
for the wrestling team at Canterbury High School, while 
assisting some seasons at FWBC.

Jim also continued to play soccer competitively, and 
the German Sports Club Soccer team he and Graham 
West helped lead became the 1986 Indy Governor’s Cup 
Champions. In 1988 Jim was a member of the Summit Bank 
team in the Fort Wayne Men’s League that took both the 
regular season and the Three Rivers Tourney championships.

In the fall of 1987, after multiple stints as an assistant 
coach, Jim became the head soccer coach at FWBC, an 
affiliation that would continue through the 1993-1994 
school year. His responsibilities would later expand 
to include coaching men’s basketball (1989-1991) 
and women’s basketball (1992-1993) as well as to his 
appointment as associate athletic director. The campus 
itself experienced a double transformation during 
those years, becoming Summit Christian College, then 
Taylor University Fort Wayne. In the spring of 1994, 
Jim received a ten-year service award at TUFW for his 
contributions to the athletic department, including his 
years as an assistant coach.

One of the most dramatic developments for the athletic 
program came shortly after Jim was named head soccer 
coach, when Jim learned from a contact back in Texas about 
the availability of top-flight fitness equipment for a mere 
ten cents on the dollar. The weight machines, free weights, 
aerobic machines, and mirrors came from a complex Jim 
had formerly rehabilitated but which was now being shut 
down. Thus the Fort Wayne campus providentially acquired 
a first-class fitness center for a fraction of its real worth.

 While Jim’s primary expertise was in soccer, he enjoyed 
unexpected success coaching men’s basketball, taking 
a squad that had gone 0-23 the year before (under a 
different coach) to back-to-back NCCAA II Regional 
playoffs in 1989-1990 and 1990-1991. The second year 
Jim was also named NCCAA II Regional Coach of the Year. 

Some of Jim’s fondest memories from his years in 
the athletic department at Fort Wayne relate to his 
camaraderie with fellow coaches Deb Rupp g76, Bud 
Hamilton g68, and Scott Haddix g94, as well as the 
privilege of working with outstanding student athletes 
such as Corey Laster g93.

Jim, his wife, Renee, and their young daughter, Mariah, 
moved in 1995 to Charlotte, North Carolina, as they 
sensed God’s call to minister with Missionary Athletes 
International (MAI). There they were able to rejoin 
Graham and Lori (Fazio fs86) 
West helping with the Charlotte 
Eagles Soccer Club, a professional 
team, while serving in numerous 
affiliated roles, including Director 
of Administration and Finance for 
MAI. Jim has made sports ministry 
trips to Holland, Costa Rica, 
Nicaragua, and Kenya. 

Jim continued coaching high school and club teams 
on the side, including Cabarrus Flames (girls) Soccer 
(1996-2000—Charlotte Challenge League Champions 
in 1997), Lake Park Christian (boys) basketball (2005-
2007), and Arborbrook Christian (girls) basketball 
(2007-2009).

In 2011 Jim transitioned to Peregrine Ministries 
International (PMI), a ministry with a special focus on 
guiding men, inspiring them, and strengthening their 
families. Jim continues as one of two key leaders at PMI.

Jim and Renee are active at Carmel Baptist Church in 
Matthews, North Carolina. Mariah, their eldest child, is 
now married to Joseph Metzger, and the young couple 
has blessed Jim and Renee with a granddaughter, Chloe. 
Erica, Jim and Renee’s youngest, is a student at Liberty 
University while working for corporate Chick-fil-A.



Jason Berkhalter g97 made his mark as a 
premier athlete at both the high school and 
collegiate levels in his hometown of Fort Wayne, 
Indiana, breaking multiple round ball records 
during his three years as a uniquely gifted Taylor 
University Fort Wayne (TUFW) Falcon.

Jason’s father, Louis Berkhalter, and uncle, Tom 
Brower, introduced Jason to basketball when he 
was just six. Three years later, his father signed 
Jason up for tackle football in the Metro Youth 
Sports league in Fort Wayne. Jason showed 
promise in each of various sports he tried, but 
basketball and football would remain his favorites.

Training at home, church, and school combined 
to give Jason a solid grounding in Christian 
teachings. This included the influence of godly 
relatives on his life and the positive formation 
provided by St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church (Missouri Synod) and its St. Paul 
Lutheran Grade School, where Jason was a 
fourth generation student. 

Stellar prep school careers in both football 
and basketball at Concordia High School in 
Fort Wayne led to multiple honors. Jason 
made All-State linebacker and was one of 
the few athletes in Concordia’s history to 
be named First Team All-Summit Athletic 
Conference and All-Northeast Indiana in 
both football and basketball.

Jason’s collegiate journey started on the Taylor 
University Upland (TUU) campus. His high school 
coach, Glenn Parrish, took him there to visit, 
and Provost Daryl Yost h96 proved particularly 
instrumental in Jason’s decision to attend TUU. 

Jason had a brush with glory before the season 
even started. While working at the Taylor Boys 
Basketball Camp as an incoming freshman, 
he won the right to represent the other 
Taylor camp staff against the legendary Rick 
“The Rocket” Mount, the celebrity speaker, 
in a game of H-O-R-S-E. Neither Rick (of 

Lebanon/Purdue/ABA fame) nor Jason could 
remember having been beaten before in H-O-
R-S-E. Jason pushed Rick to “s,” until Rick, who 
had repeatedly emphasized the importance of 
being able to shoot with either hand during 
his talks, finally won by shooting left-handed 
from outside. From that day forward, Jason 
began to work hard on shooting with either 
hand. Although Jason played one year (1992-
1993) for the fabled Coach Paul Patterson at 
Upland, Jason’s outsized scoring talents as a 
fluid, airborne 6’3” shooting guard/swing man 
didn’t mesh well with his coach’s conservative 
philosophy of rigidly regimented ball control.

So Jason transferred to the other Taylor 
University campus, back in his hometown, 
and gained more than just a new head coach. 
Bud Hamilton g68 became his personal 
mentor, confidant, and a source of repeated 
blessings, one whom Jason recalls with great 
fondness for his wisdom and guidance. Many 

a memorable conversation started with, 
“Coach, I need to talk!” Jason’s 
chief regret was that he didn’t 
lead a TUFW team to a national 
championship for his coach, but 

there was very little else Jason 
failed to accomplish on the court 

during his three incredible years 
as one of TUFW’s all-time scorers, 

rebounders, and prime-time players.

Jason’s sophomore year (first season, 
1993-1994) at TUFW the Falcons went 16-
12. Jason led the team in scoring (799 points), 
rebounding (307-147 offensive), and blocks 
(32) while almost matching Scott Haddix g94 
in steals (54 to 65). For all he handled the ball, 
Jason had the fewest turnovers on the team per 
minutes played. His 32 points-per-game average 
(he had played in 25 of 28 games) led the nation 
in scoring as he shot an incredible 68.3% from 
the field, including 40.9% from three-point range 
and 73% otherwise. Highlights included 43 
against Ohio State University-Lima, 51 against 

Jason Lamar “Berk” Berkhalter g97
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Indiana University-East, and 45 against Indiana University-
Kokomo. Honors ensued. Over the course of Jason’s career, The 
Journal Gazette, The News-Sentinel, The Indianapolis Star, USA 
Today, and Hoosier Basketball Magazine featured him. 

Jason’s junior year (1994-1995) the Falcons went 19-9. 
Although his enormous talents were no longer a secret, 
Jason still scored 868 points, grabbed 259 rebounds, blocked 
44 shots (one behind Carl Wunsch g97), and made 70 
steals (one less than Tim Cooper). He was still averaging 
over 30 points a game, once again the highest in the nation, 
scoring 40 or more six times, and was named the team MVP 
(the second of three straight awards). Jason was named to 
the NCCAA I District III First Team and 
made NCCAA I All-American Honorable 
Mention, a major achievement on a campus 
in transition in terms of its athletic identity, 
for the school was no longer a part of the 
NCCAA II nor in a conference (NCCAC).

Jason continued his blistering pace his 
senior season (1995-1996), even though 
the team got off to a slow start against a 
somewhat tougher lineup of opponents. 
But the Falcons regrouped, winning 10 
of 11 games down the stretch, including 
a memorable Senior Night victory over 
Earlham College. The Falcons finished the year 19-10. 

One last run culminated in a commendable if slightly 
disappointing third place trophy at the inaugural League 
of Christian Colleges National Tournament in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, as the Falcons just missed making the 
title game. Jason would bury 42 against American Baptist 
University to clinch the third-place victory in his final 
contest. Earlier in the season, Jason had seized a school-
record 38 rebounds in a hard loss to Northland Baptist. 

During his last year, Jason poured in 741 points, pulled 
down 279 rebounds (124 offensive), blocked 27 shots, 
and stole the ball 63 times. Although his scoring average 
dropped to a “mere” 27.7 per game, for the third straight 
year Jason led the nation in scoring. 

Thus, over three remarkable seasons, Jason had scored 
2,408 points, corralled 845 rebounds (484 offensive), 
pilfered opponents 187 times, and blocked 103 shots in 
82 games played. No one else in the nation matched his 

combined scoring-rebounding double-double numbers 
(a fraction under 30 points per game, over 10 rebounds 
per game) during the three years he played for TUFW.

When Jason bumped into Rick Mount again at a shooting 
clinic, Rick congratulated him for his outstanding career, 
but especially for learning to shoot with either hand. 

In 2009 Coach Hamilton retired Jason’s #52 jersey for his 
stunning exploits on the hardcourt. It seemed a fitting 
honor for a former player who had been introduced 
before games as “The Franchise.”

Jason returned to the TUU campus to 
complete his BA in business administration 
in 1997 and would then add an MBA degree 
from TU in 2008.

Jason went through a difficult period when 
his father died unexpectedly of a heart attack 
in 2000. Louis had been very encouraging to 
Jason and had faithfully counseled him to pray 
for wisdom. Although it was a painfully bleak 
time of personal crisis, Jason would ultimately 
deepen and renew his Christian commitment.

Jason is also very grateful for the loving 
support of his mother, Cheryl Young; his stepfather, 
Leonard Young; and his sister, Brandi Berkhalter, who 
have each played important roles in his life.

Jason is currently employed by Pain Management 
Group, headquartered in Findlay, Ohio, where he is 
a Regional Director of Operations, with a focus on 
Southern Indiana and Arkansas. He was previously Vice 
President for Investments at The Mutual Fund Store 
in Fort Wayne and a financial advisor at Wells Fargo 
Advisors before that, following still earlier positions at 
AAA, GE Healthcare, and The Horace Mann Companies.

After an extended courtship sparked during their time 
together some six years earlier as graduate students in 
Taylor’s MBA program, Jason married Dara Johnson 
(TUU ’02, MBA ’08) in August 2014. Dara is now 
Executive Director of Alumni Relations at Taylor 
University. Jason and Dara live in Carmel, Indiana, 
where they attend Northview Christian Life Church.



The 2002-2003 Taylor University Fort Wayne 
(TUFW) Lady Falcons, coached by Corey 

Laster g93, 
was arguably 
the best 
women’s 
basketball 
team in the 
school’s 
history, with 
a sparkling 
26-4 record 
and a fifth 
place finish 
in the United 
States 
Collegiate 
Athletic 
Association 

(USCAA) II National Tournament in 
Auburn, Maine.

Coach Laster, who was already 
filling multiple roles at TUFW, 
directed a program that had 
gone just 4-20 the season before 
he took over (1999-2000), but 
he soon taught his Falcons to 
soar. In their first year of flight 
under his direction (2000-2001), 
the Lady Falcons went 13-7. 
Then, in 2001-2002, they flew 
out to a 10-2 mark, only to have 
a series of injuries bring them 
back to earth finishing 16-10. 
Katie Broecker g04, who had 
averaged 26.4 points per game as a freshman 
(2000-2001), was among those struggling 
with injuries that year, but she still averaged 
20.3 as a sophomore. Katie rebounded in 
the double digits both years. The USCAA 
II awarded her First Team All-American 
honors in 2002.

The new season (2002-2003) welcomed back 
just four players from the previous year: 
Katie, a junior from Milford, Ohio; and 
three sophomores, Lori Evans fs05 (Fort 
Wayne), Ginger Robbins g05 (Eliot, Maine), 
and Cicely Wright g05 (Fort Wayne), 
though Lori ended up not playing due to 
injury. They were joined by one junior, 
Amy Edmonds g04 (Kendallville, Indiana), 
and eight freshmen: Danielle “Dee Dee” 
Anderson fs06 (Terra Haute, Indiana), 
Rebecca Eleiott g07 (Lockport, Illinois), 
Elizabeth Garrasi g06 (Schenectady, New 
York), Cyndi Lee g06 (Defiance, Ohio), 
Megan Mattson fs06 (Fort Wayne), Joanie 
Muhlenkamp g06 (Bryant, Indiana), Adria 
Spahiev fs06 (Fort Wayne), and Rachel 
Walden fs06 (Mount Vernon, Indiana).

Despite all the new faces, Coach Laster and 
Volunteer Assistant Sarita Rubrake g92, set 
ambitious goals, including the first 20-win season 

in the program’s history. His young 
charges would do even better than he 
initially projected.

Cyndi remembers a pre-season 
retreat at a cabin near Frankenmuth, 
Michigan, that proved crucial for 
bonding together a team with so 
many newcomers. The women 
also spent time playing open gym 
at Fellowship Missionary Church, 
where Coach Laster was on the 
ministerial staff as Benevolence 
Coordinator. Dee Dee tried to teach 

her teammates a dance called the “Sea Walk.” 
Her twin sister, LaNeita “Nee Nee” Anderson, 
helped with stats, while their mother sent 
memorable home cooking to the team. The 
squad soon developed an unusual sense of 
camaraderie that extended to high-spirited 
hijinks in the dorm and enduring friendships.
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The season opened with four straight wins over Ancilla 
College, Warren Wilson College, Rochester College, and 
Wright State University-Lake Campus, before stumbling 
in a close one at the University of St. Francis. Nine more 
victories followed over well-known schools, a number 
of them blowouts. The Falcons feasted on Cincinnati 
Bible College (twice), Rochester College, Circleville 
Bible College, Grace Bible College, Asbury College, the 
University of Michigan-Dearborn, Concordia University, 
Marygrove College, and Ancilla College (again). 

Despite their success, relatively few fans came to their 
games. Nevertheless, the team did attract some super 
fans that came to every home game, made shirts with 
the players’ names on them, and even managed to 
attend some away games. The super fans were friends 
Katie had made while working at Kitty Hawk by the 
airport—Che Gilbert, Capen Apple, Mark Skaggs, and 
Ken Holmes. Their enthusiastic support helped make 
up for any lack of numbers, and the four still remain in 
contact with team members such as Megan.

Cross-town rival Indiana Institute of Technology halted 
the highflying Falcons in mid-January, when the 
Warriors revenged home-and-away losses from the 
previous year. But the Falcons hopped back up and 
took off again, downing Moody Bible Institute (twice), 
Saint-Mary-of-the-Woods College, Indiana University 
Northwest (twice), Wright State (again), Michigan-
Dearborn (again), Grace Bible (again), Circleville (again), 
and Rochester (again). 

The Falcons’ third loss came during their second-to-last 
game, played away at Concordia University, a team 
they had beaten solidly back at home in December. The 
Falcons fell by three. They wrapped up their schedule 
with a resounding win at Marygrove. Their stellar 25-3 
regular season mark would earn the Lady Falcons a bid 
to the USCAA II National Tournament in Maine.

The Falcons were confronted with the unenviable task 
of taking on the host team, Central Maine Tech, on their 
home floor, and fell in the opening round, 60-77. But 
they bounced back to win their next and final game 
handily, 71-41, demolishing Paul Smith’s College. 

More than one team member remembers that trip 
especially for the solidarity that grew from some 
unlikely experiences. Several recalled the “cheap hotel” 
where they were booked during the tournament. The 
hotel normally served truckers, seemed “creepy,” and 
lacked basic amenities such as bath towels. Such an 
incident, however bizarre or frustrating at the time, 
would later seem hilarious.

Other memorable moments included Amy’s success in 
the three-point shooting contest and the opportunity 
Coach Laster and Cyndi had to help with radio 
commentary for a game between other teams at the 
tournament.

Megan, who had enjoyed an outstanding season as 
a freshman, earned USCAA II First Team All-American 
honors. Katie, whose scoring had dropped to the 
mid-teens in her third year but who was still snaring 
just over ten caroms a game, would be recognized by 
the USCAA II a second year in a row, this time as an 
Honorable Mention All-American. She would also be 
named team MVP.

When Lori got married after the season, her reception 
became the first team “reunion” and the celebration of 
a very special season as the women passed a basketball 
around the dance floor.

While the Lady Falcons’ success that season would 
never be replicated on the TUFW hardcourt by another 
women’s basketball team, their hard work foreshadowed 
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personal achievements in other arenas down 
through the years. Here are some snapshots:

Coach Corey Laster (wife Holly) left TUFW 
after the 2002-2003 season and continued his 
coaching career at Saint Michael’s College, 
Vermont (assistant); Defiance College, Ohio; 
Bucknell University, Pennsylvania (assistant); 
the University of Colorado at Colorado 
Springs, Colorado; and Gordon College, 
Massachusetts. He was inducted as a player 
and a coach into the Fort Wayne Campus 
Athletic Hall of Fame in April 2011.

Katie Brocker would become a missionary 
to Haiti, working with orphans, until she 
unexpectedly died in her sleep on October 27, 
2007. She would be inducted posthumously into 
the Fort Wayne Campus Athletic Hall of Fame 
as part of the inaugural class in September 2008.

Amy (Edmonds) Johnson is married to John, 
and they have two children, and live in the 
Indianapolis area. She has taught special 
education for eight years at an elementary 
school in Carmel, Indiana.

Rebecca Eleiott taught at the elementary, 
junior high, and high school levels in the 
United States for seven years. She then 
moved to Santa Cruz del Quiché, Guatemala, 
working with Adonai International Ministries, 

teaching high school English there two years 
and now serving as assistant director.

Lori (Evans) Kramer lives in Fort Wayne with 
her husband, Joshua, and has four children, 
Halle, Malachi, Claire, and Autumn.

Cyndi (Lee) Brown lives with her husband, 
Jeremiah, and two sons, Micaiah and Josiah, 
in Noblesville, Indiana. She works with 
Kaplan University in Admissions. Cyndi 
was inducted into the Defiance (Ohio) High 
School Hall of Fame in May 2016 as part of 
the team that advanced to the Regional Finals 

in 1999-2000, the furthest any women’s team 
has gone at Defiance.

Megan (Mattson) Blaugh graduated with a 
criminal justice degree and lives in Sarasota, 
Florida, with her husband, Zac, and their two 
daughters, Vayda and Riley. She worked as a 
surgical technician for a plastic surgeon for 
six years and still plays basketball weekly in 
the Sarasota Rec League.

Joanie (Muhlenkamp) Shirk lives in Celina, 
Ohio, with her husband, Willis, and three 
sons, Robert, Elijah, and Isaac. She works at 
Fort Wayne Metals as the Global Customer 
Service Manager.

Rachel (Walden) Toon and her husband, 
Nathan, live in Mount Vernon, Indiana, with 
their three children, Trinity, Israel, and Ruach. 
Rachel works as a nurse across the state line at 
Methodist Hospital in Henderson, Kentucky. 
For a while, she was a travel nurse and the 
family moved with her to New York, Texas, 
Kentucky, and California. The family is active 
at Agape Family Ministries in Mount Vernon.

Assistant Coach Sarita Rubrake g92 worked 
for TUFW in the mailroom until 2009. Since 
then she has helped troubled teens in North 
Carolina and now works with young people 
with disabilities in Jacksonville, Florida.



Front row: Cyndi Lee, Cicely Wright, Ginger Robbins, Amy Edmonds, Danielle Anderson. Back Row: Joanie Muhlenkamp, 
Rachel Walden, Lori Evans, Coach Corey Laster, Meg Mattson, Katie Broecker, Rebecca Eleiott. Not pictured: Adria 
Spahiev, Elizabeth Garrasi.

History of FW Athletic Hall of Fame
While the idea had been growing before then, in the late summer of 2004, Dr. Tim Erdel g73, a professor at Bethel 
College, Mishawaka, IN., sat at Prairie Camp in Goshen, Ind. with Michael Mortensen, g91, then director of 
Alumni Relations, to propose an idea for a virtual Fort Wayne Athletic Hall of Fame.

While it took four years to finally implement, this could not have been done without Tim’s time, talent and treasure.  
Since that initial meeting, Tim worked with Scott Raymond, g80, director of alumni relations, Bud Hamilton, g68, 
athletic director, and then Mortensen again to form the Fort Wayne Athletic Hall of Fame Committee.

This group has consisted of Erdel, Hamilton, Mortensen, Ken Conrad g71, Roger Ringenberg g69, Sarita Rubrake, 
g92, Cliff Pappe g00, Dr. Steve Smith h09 and Tui Bedwell g97. The group first established criteria and the purpose 
with the leading of Tim’s skillful, yet humble leadership.



CLASS OF 2008

The inaugural class was inducted 
September 26, 2008 during the 
Homecoming & Family Weekend.  
The class included the following:

• Coach Oswald Morley
• Coach Steve Morley g65
• Ken Conrad g71
• Bruce Masopust g72
• Bob Kirby g74
• Todd Habegger g76
• Coach Deb Rupp g76
• Betty (Rychener) Rahrer g87
• Graham West g88
• Katie Broecker g04

CLASS OF 2009 

The second class was inducted May 9, 
2009 during Heritage Weekend.  Those 
inducted:

• 1984-85 FWBC Volleyball Team
 ◊ Denise Hoglund g85
 ◊ Joyce (Klay) Hutchison g87
 ◊ Tami (Platter) Burritt g88
 ◊ Cindy (Sauder) Kimm g85
 ◊ Lori (Hebert) Tennyson g85
 ◊ Pam (Postel) Werling g85
 ◊ Joan (Ronde) Smith g85
 ◊ Janna (Schlatter) Worthman g86

 ◊ Joyce Bell g88, manager
 ◊ Sarita Rubrake g92, manager
 ◊ Deb Rupp g76, coach

• Peter Strubhar g74
• Ray Hylton g86

• Coach “Bud” Hamilton g68

CLASS OF 2011 

The third class was inducted April 1, 
2011.  Those inducted:

• 2005-06  Men’s Basketball Team
 ◊ Virgil Akers g08
 ◊ Jesse Boldt g09
 ◊ Seneca Bratton g08
 ◊ Andrew Johnson g??
 ◊ Issac McClung g06
 ◊ Richard Thomas fs05
 ◊ Kevin Woods g07
 ◊ John Yoder g09
 ◊ Adam Zimmerman g08
 ◊ Carl Nuffer ha04, manager
 ◊ Bud Hamilton g68, coach,
 ◊ Bob Hamilton, assistant coach, g98 

• Corey C. Laster g93
• Thomas “Tom”  Joseph Rust g72
• Calvin “Cal” John Rychener g81

CLASS OF 2014 

The fourth class was inducted 
September 14, 2014.  Those inducted:

• William Pannell g51
• Phyllis J. Miller g53
• Larry Lewis g76

• 1975-76 Men’s Basketball 
Team, NCCAA Div II National 
Champions

• Steve Cochran
• Scott Dell
• Todd Habegger
• Joe Jacobs
• John Jones
• Larry Lewis
• Rodney Mosiman
• Scott Nearhood
• Gordan Nickel
• Don Phillips
• Keith Rupp
• David Rusk
• Rich Sommer
• Bill Stabler
• Steve Morley, coach
• Kent Fishel, assistant coach
• Ray Cross, trainer
• Glenn Tamagawa, manager

All citations, including the Class of 2016 citations, are available at http://fw.taylor.edu/hall-of-fame/ for everyone to view.

Inductees • FW Athletic Hall of Fame



Welcome • Thank You!

Welcome back to campus, and congratulations on your induction 
into the Fort Wayne campus Athletic Hall of Fame! 
 
In 2009 Fort Wayne alumni requested a place and a person 
to carry on the legacy of the Fort Wayne campus. Since then, 
alumni have worked together to care, connect, and celebrate 
from the Fort Wayne Alumni Center, located at 915 W. Rudis-
ill Blvd. in a historic house that has sat silent guard adjacent to 

the south  campus since the early 1920s.  
 
While we have one part-time director and one quarter-time program assistant, we exist and the ministry 
continues in large part because of the volunteers who have given over 25,000 hours and through financial 
gifts from our alumni and friends.  
 
Just as Joshua built monuments to God’s greatness with memorial stones in Joshua 4, we believe that we, 
too, should maintain and celebrate what God has done through this campus and its 105-year history. Even 
now, through the lives of our alumni who have either gone to or come from 82 countries (this number 
continues to grow), the mission of this place transforms and saves.  
 
Thank you for returning to campus to reconnect, reminisce, and rejoice! Please take this time to see and 
experience for yourself the Fort Wayne Alumni Center. 

Giving thanks that the ministry continues, 

 

 

Michael D. Mortensen g91  
Director of Fort Wayne Alumni & Friend Relations  
260.744.8790 or mcmortensen@taylor.edu 



915 West Rudisill Blvd. 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46807

(260) 744-8790
email:  alumnifw@taylor.edu

http://fw.taylor.edu/hall-of-fame
http://fw.taylor.edu/store

Fort Wayne Alumni & Friends Heritage Association Athletic Hall of Fame Committee:
Tim Erdel g73, Ken Conrad g71, Bud Hamilton g68, Michael Mortensen g91, Roger Ringenberg g69, Sarita Rubrake g92, 

Special Thanks to:
Tui Bedwell g97, Cyndi (Lee) Brown g06, Tim Erdel g73, Bill Gerig g61, Angela Hudson – Studio-A-Design,  

Michael Mortensen g91, Jay Platte g69, Brent Rudin g94, and Rebecca Stargel g16


