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Colossians 1:3-14



“Suppose, for example, that 80 or 90 percent of our
petitions ask God for good health, recovery from
illness, safety on the road, a good job, success in

exams, the emotional needs of our children, success in
our mortgage application, and much more of the same.

How much of Paul’s praying revolves around
equivalent items? If the center of our praying is far

removed from the center of Paul’s praying, then even
our very praying may serve as a wretched testimony to

the remarkable success of the processes of
paganization in our life and thought. That is why we

need to study the prayers of Paul.”
(D. A. Carson)



Colossians 1:3-14







Colossians 2:4
 I say this in order that no one may delude you with
plausible arguments . . .



Colossians 2:4
 I say this in order that no one may delude you with
plausible arguments . . .
 
Colossians 2:8
See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy
and empty deceit, according to human tradition,
according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not
according to Christ.
 



1. We must THANK
God for the saving
work of the gospel

(vv. 3-8)



2. We must ASK
God to bless the

sanctifying work of
the gospel (vv. 9-14)



Colossians 1:3
We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, when we pray for you . . .

1. We must THANK God for the saving work of the gospel    
(vv. 3-8)



Colossians 1:4-8
since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love
that you have for all the saints, 5 because of the hope laid
up for you in heaven. Of this you have heard before in the
word of the truth, the gospel, 6 which has come to you, as
indeed in the whole world it is bearing fruit and increasing
—as it also does among you, since the day you heard it
and understood the grace of God in truth . . .

1. We must THANK God for the saving work of the gospel    
(vv. 3-8)



How often do we thank
God for the saving work
of the gospel?
 

In our own life? In the
lives of others?
 

And WHY is this so
important to do?



Ephesians 2:8-9
For by grace you have been saved through faith. And
this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not
a result of works, so that no one may boast.

1. We must THANK God for the saving work of the gospel    
(vv. 3-8)



Men’s Bible Study
 

Friday mornings, 6:00 – 7:00 AM
 

Willow Street Restaurant (Diner)



We are justified freely by his gracejustified freely by his grace (3:24)
 

“Fundamental to the gospel of salvation is the
truth that the saving initiative from beginning
to end belongs to God the Father . . . So the

first move was God the Father’s, and our
justification is freely by his grace, his

absolutely free and utterly undeserved favor.



We are justified freely by his gracejustified freely by his grace (3:24)
 

“Fundamental to the gospel of salvation is the
truth that the saving initiative from beginning
to end belongs to God the Father . . . So the

first move was God the Father’s, and our
justification is freely by his grace, his

absolutely free and utterly undeserved favor.
Grace is God loving, God stooping, God
coming to the rescue, God giving himself
generously in and through Jesus Christ.

(John Stott)



1. We must THANK
God for the saving
work of the gospel

(vv. 3-8)



2. We must ASK
God to bless the

sanctifying work of
the gospel (vv. 9-14)



“Too often in evangelical
America we shake hands at the
cross with Jesus, thank him for

what he’s done then get on to the
‘real work’ of discipleship.”



Colossians 1:9
And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased
to pray for you, asking that you may be filled with
the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and
understanding, 

1. We must ask God to fill us with the knowledge of his will.



Colossians 1:9
And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to
pray for you, asking that you may be filled with the
knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and
understanding, 

1. We must ask God to fill us with the knowledge of his will.



Colossians 2:2-3
that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in
love, to reach all the riches of full assurance of
understanding and the knowledge of God's mystery,
which is Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures
of wisdom and knowledge.. 

1. We must ask God to fill us with the knowledge of his will.



Colossians 1:9
And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray
for you, asking that you may be filled with the knowledge
of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 

1. We must ask God to fill us with the knowledge of his will.



Not the first time Paul has prayed for
knowledge on behalf of believers:

 



Not the first time Paul has prayed for
knowledge on behalf of believers:

 
I do not cease to give thanks for

you, remembering you in my
prayers,  that the God of our Lord Jesus

Christ, the Father of glory, may give
you the Spirit of wisdom and of

revelation in the knowledge of him. . .
(Ephesians 1:16-17)



Not the first time Paul has prayed for
knowledge on behalf of believers:

 
 (You) may have strength to comprehend
with all the saints what is the breadth and

length and height and depth, 19 and to
know the love of Christ that surpasses
knowledge, that you may be filled with

all the fullness of God.
(Ephesians 3:18-19)



Not the first time Paul has prayed for
knowledge on behalf of believers:

 
And it is my prayer that your love may

abound more and more, with knowledge and
all discernment, 10 so that you may approve

what is excellent, and so be pure and
blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled with
the fruit of righteousness that comes through
Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.

(Philippians 1:9-11)



What we do not know we cannot live!
So the KNOWING must come before
the DOING, before the LIVING out

of our faith!
 



What we do not know we cannot live!
So the KNOWING must come before
the DOING, before the LIVING out

of our faith!
 

Therefore it is of vital importance that
we pray for one another that we get
to KNOW God’s will … so that we

can then LIVE IT OUT in our homes,
neighborhoods, workplaces, schools,

or wherever our feet may take us!



Colossians 1:9-10
And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray
for you, asking that you may be filled with the knowledge
of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, SO
as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing
to him: bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in
the knowledge of God; 
 

1. We must ask God to fill us with the knowledge of his will.



Why does God save us thru the gospel?
 
Ephesians 2:8-9
For by grace you have been saved
through faith. And this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result
of works, so that no one may boast. 
 



Why does God save us thru the gospel?
 
Ephesians 2:10
For we are his workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus for good works, which
God prepared beforehand, that we should
walk in them. 



2. We must ASK God to bless
the sanctifying work of the
gospel (vv. 9-14)
 



2. We must ASK God to bless
the sanctifying work of the
gospel (vv. 9-14)
 

1. We must ask God to fill us with the knowledge of his
will.

 
 



2. We must ASK God to bless
the sanctifying work of the
gospel (vv. 9-14)
 

1. We must ask God to fill us with the knowledge of his
will.

 

2. We must ask God to strengthen us with the power of his
might.

 



Colossians 1:11-12
. . . being strengthened with all power, according to his
glorious might, for all endurance and patience with
joy; 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to
share in the inheritance of the saints in light. 
 

2. We must ask God to strengthen us
with the power of his might.



Colossians 1:11-12
. . . being strengthened with all power, according to his
glorious might, for all endurance and patience with
joy; 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified
you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. 
 

2. We must ask God to strengthen us
with the power of his might.



2 Corinthians 5:17
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The
old has passed away; behold, the new has come.
 

2. We must ask God to strengthen us
with the power of his might.



“We need the power of God more than
prosperity. The word of God can only be

carried on by the power of God. The
church is a spiritual organism fighting

spiritual battles: only spiritual power can
make it perform as God ordained.”

Jim Cymbala
 

Pastor Brooklyn
Tabernacle



Colossians 1:12-14
He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and
transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

Paul finishes his prayer where he started, praising God for  
 the saving work of the gospel among the Colossians!



1. Have you experience the
saving work of the gospel
in your life? Is Colossians
1:13-14 true of you?
 

Colossians 1:13-14
He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and
transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
 





2. Will you purpose in your
heart with me to pray that
God would bless both the
saving and the sanctifying
work of the gospel among
us?
 



“If God had perceived that our greatest need was
economic, he would have sent an economist. If he had
perceived that our greatest need was entertainment, he
would have sent us a comedian or an artist. If God had
perceived that our greatest need was political stability,
he would have sent us a politician. If he had perceived
that our greatest need was health, he would have sent
us a doctor. But he perceived that our greatest need

involved our sin, our alienation from him, our
profound rebellion, our death, and he sent us a

Savior.”
 

(D. A. Carson)


