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Ephesians 1:3-23



Praise



Praise
Thanksgiving



Praise
Thanksgiving
Intercession



If we want to pray BIG – we must begin with PRAISE!



Ephesians 1:3
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing
in the heavenly places . . .
 

If we want to pray BIG – we must begin with PRAISE!



! ! The Father in his sovereign wisdom designs our  
 salvation
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! The Father in his sovereign wisdom designs our  
 salvation
 
! The Son thru his gracious sacrifice purchases our  
 salvation
 
! ! The Spirit thru his promised presence seals our  
 salvation
 

If we want to pray BIG – we must begin with PRAISE!



And all of this was done to bless us! But even more so
 God did what he did  “to the praise of his glorious
grace”        (vv. 6, 12, 14)
 

If we want to pray BIG – we must begin with PRAISE!



Before you start asking
God for anything, praise
him for everything he has

already given you in
Christ!

 

So do you really want to pray BIG?



If we want to pray BIG – we must include
THANKGSIVING!



If we want to pray BIG – we must include
THANKGSIVING!

Ephesians 1:15-16a
For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in
the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the
saints, 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you . . .



“The presence or absence of saving faith
in our hearts will be disclosed by the

presence or absence of good works of
love in our lives. The apostles Paul and
James both teach this same truth, that

authentic saving faith invariably issues in
good works, and that if it does not, it is
bogus, even dead. ‘I by my works will

show you my faith,’ wrote James. ‘Faith
[works] through love,’ echoed Paul.”

 

(The Message of Romans)

John Stott



If we want to pray BIG – we must include
THANKGSIVING!

Ephesians 1:15-16a
For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in
the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the
saints, 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you . . .



Take a sheet a paper this week and
spend a few minutes listing some

brothers and sisters who have had an
impact on you … and then thank God
for their faith in Christ and their love

for you (and others!)



- Begin with PRAISE for all of the
spiritual blessings you enjoy in Christ!
 

So do you really want to pray BIG?



- Begin with PRAISE for all of the
spiritual blessings you enjoy in Christ!
 

- Continue with THANKSGIVING
for brothers and sisters in Christ …
thank God for their faith in Christ and
their love for all the saints!

So do you really want to pray BIG?



If we want to pray BIG – we must include
INTERCESSION!

Ephesians 1:16b-17
. . . remembering you in my prayers, 17 that the God
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may
give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in
the knowledge of him,



Progressive Sanctification



A vital key to our progressive
sanctification is KNOWLEDGE!
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A vital key to our progressive sanctification is
KNOWLEDGE!

Ephesians 1:16b-17
. . . remembering you in my prayers, 17 that the God
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may
give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in
the knowledge of him,



A vital key to our progressive sanctification is
KNOWLEDGE!

John 16:13
When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you
into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own
authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and
he will declare to you the things that are to come.



A vital key to our progressive sanctification is
KNOWLEDGE!

John 17:17
Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.



A vital key to our progressive sanctification is
KNOWLEDGE!

Ephesians 1:16b-17
. . . remembering you in my prayers, 17 that the God
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may
give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in
the knowledge of him,



A vital key to our progressive sanctification is
KNOWLEDGE!

Ephesians 1:16b-18a
. . . remembering you in my prayers, 17 that the God
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may
give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in
the knowledge of him, having the eyes of your
hearts enlightened . . .
 



So Paul is asking God to enlighten the
inner beings of the Ephesian believers

so that they would see and savor
Christ with their mind and emotions,

and respond to him with their will,
joyfully obeying all his commands,

trusting all his promises, believing all
his teaching!

 



Paul prayers for the Ephesian church
as he asks God to help them KNOW
three realities:
 
- The hope of God’s call
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Paul prayers for the Ephesian church
as he asks God to help them KNOW
three realities:
 
- The hope of God’s call

- The glory of God’s inheritance

- The greatness of God’s power
 



If we want to pray BIG – pray for others to know            
 the hope of God’s call!

Ephesians 1:18a
having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you
may know what is the hope to which he has called
you,
 



The hope of God’s call!
Ephesians 1:3-10
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as
he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should
be holy and blameless before him. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption
to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his
will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the
Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8 which
he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9 making known to us the mystery
of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10 as a plan
for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on
earth.
 



The hope of God’s call!

1 Peter 2:9-10
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood,
a holy nation, a people for his own
possession, that you may proclaim the
excellencies of him who called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once
you were not a people, but now you are God's
people; once you had not received mercy, but
now you have received mercy.
 



SO if we really want to pray BIG we must pray for        
 one another that we all would realize what a high  

 calling it is to be a follower of Jesus Christ!  This will  
bring us HOPE on even the darkest of our days!

 



So pray that other Christians will
know:
 
- The hope of God’s call
 



So pray that other Christians will
know:
 
- The hope of God’s call

- The glory of God’s inheritance
 



If we want to pray BIG – pray for others to know            
 glory of God’s inheritance!

Ephesians 1:18
having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you
may know what is the hope to which he has called
you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance
in the saints,
 



#1 – Paul is referring to our inheritance that is
awaiting us in heaven
 
 

“know what is the hope to which he has called you, what
are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints”
 



#1 – Paul is referring to our inheritance that is awaiting
us in heaven
 
#2 – Paul is referring to God’s inheritance in us …
that when we arrive in heaven we will be to the
praise of the glory of his grace as his special
possession  
 

“know what is the hope to which he has called you, what
are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints”
 



His forever, only his -
who the Lord and me shall part?
Ah, with what a rest of bliss
Christ can fill the loving heart.
Heav'n and earth may fade and flee,
firstborn light in gloom decline,
but while God and I shall be,
I am his and he is mine.
 

I am His and He is Mine (1890)



If we want to pray BIG – pray for others to know            
 glory of God’s inheritance!

Ephesians 1:13-14
In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the
gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were
sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is the
guarantee of our inheritance until we
acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.
 



IF we are going to pray BIG we must
ask God to help our brothers and
sisters in Christ to KNOW:
 
- The hope of God’s call
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If we want to pray BIG – pray for others to know            
 the greatness of God’s power!

Ephesians 1:18-19
having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you
may know what is the hope to which he has called
you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in
the saints, 19 and what is the immeasurable
greatness of his power toward us who believe,
 



“God’s power alone can bring
believers safely to the riches of the

final glory that will be made
available in heaven. The

extraordinary divine power by which
Christ was raised from the dead is

the same power at work in and
through believers.”



If we want to pray BIG – pray for others to know the
greatness of God’s power!

Ephesians 1:19-23
and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who
believe, according to the working of his great might 20 that he
worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated
him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule
and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is
named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22 And he
put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things
to the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all
in all.



“For if there are two powers which man
cannot control, but which hold him in
bondage, they are death and evil. Man

is mortal; he cannot avoid death. Man is
fallen; he cannot overcome evil. But

God in Christ has conquered both, and
therefore can rescue us from both.”

(John Stott)



If we want to pray BIG – pray for others to know            
 the greatness of God’s power!

John 16:33
I have said these things to you, that in me you may
have peace. In the world you will have tribulation.
But take heart; I have overcome the world.
 



Have YOU experienced the
blessings Paul talks about here in

Ephesians chapter 1?
 

Have your sins been forgiven,
your guilt cleared?

 
Is this glorious inheritance yours?



Do we pray like Paul prayed?



Do we pray like Paul prayed?

PRAISING God for the gospel and for all that the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit did for us to reconcile us to
Himself, the triune Creator God of all?
 



Do we pray like Paul prayed?

PRAISING God for the gospel and for all that the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit did for us to reconcile us to
Himself, the triune Creator God of all?
 

THANKING God for our brother and sisters in Christ?
 



INTERCEDING for our fellow
believers, asking God to help them
know:
 
- The hope of God’s call
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Interceding for our fellow believers,
asking God to help them know:
 
- The hope of God’s call

- The glory of God’s inheritance

- The greatness of God’s power
 


