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1
Thessalonians
5:23-24



“What a man is on his knees
before God, that he is and

nothing more.”
 

(Robert Murray MCheyne)



“Our conversation with others declares what
is on our minds. But our conversation with

God in private reveals what is on our hearts .
. . So how big are your prayers? Do you ask

God for anything? And when you do, are you
asking him for big things? So many of us

struggle with prayer. Many books have been
written on the subject . . . and the reason for
that is that prayer doesn’t come easy to most

of us, in most seasons . . .”

Alistair Begg
(Pray Big)



“. . . And when we do pray, our prayers often
seek to do a deal with God; or they are

tentative in the requests because we’re not
sure God will come through; or they are,

frankly, so self-centered that they bring little
pleasure to the Creator and Savior of the

world, as he listens to us present our
shopping list of worldly requests to him.”

Alistair Begg
(Pray Big)



1
Thessalonians
5:23-24



If we are going to pray BIG, we will
only succeed in doing so if we start in

the right place and that is to
remember to whom we are praying!



Matthew 6:9a
Therefore, you should pray like this: Our Father in heaven .
. .
 

To Whom do we pray?



Reality #1 - Intimacy
 
Matthew 6:9a
Therefore, you should pray like this: Our Father in heaven . .
.
 

To Whom do we pray?



Galatians 4:4-7
When the time came to completion, God sent his Son, born of
a woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those under the
law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6 And
because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into
our hearts, crying, “Abba“Abba, Father!” 7 So you are no longer a
slave but a son, and if a son, then God has made you an heir.
 

Reality #1 – Intimacy



Romans 8:15
For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into
fear. Instead, you received the Spirit of adoption, by whom
we cry out, “Abba, Father!”“Abba, Father!”
 

Reality #1 – Intimacy



“Could anything be more utterly unexpected or
overwhelming than the new relationship with God
that is bestowed on his children? It is hard to think

so. Justification is overwhelming enough, for it is all
of grace. God did not need to justify us. Having
justified us he could still have left us on a much
inferior level of status and privilege.  But he has

gone far beyond what we could ever conceive of or
expect by taking us into his own family where our

status and privilege are that of daughters and sons.”
 

(James Boice)



Reality #1 - Intimacy
 
Matthew 6:9a
Therefore, you should pray like this: Our Father in heaven . .
.
 

To Whom do we pray?



Reality #2 – Sovereignty
 
Matthew 6:9a
Therefore, you should pray like this: Our Father in heaven . .
.
 

To Whom do we pray?



Revelation 4:2
Immediately I was in the Spirit, and there was a throne in
heaven and someone was seated on it.
 

Reality #2 – Sovereignty



Revelation 4:11
Our Lord and God, you are worthy to receive glory
and honor and power, because you have created all
things, and by your will they exist and were created.
 

Reality #2 – Sovereignty



When Jesus taught us to pray begin our prayers with “Our
Father in heaven”, he wanted us to understand these two

realities:  That we enjoy intimacy with God for we are his
children AND God who is our Father is a God of sovereignty.

 
Therefore we can be confident that as we pray BIG our    

God is willing and able to answer our BIG prayers!
 
 

To Whom do we pray?



1
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1 Thessalonians 5:23-24
Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you
completely. And may your whole spirit, soul, and
body be kept sound and blameless at the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 He who calls you is
faithful; he will do it. 
 

Pray Big!



1 Thessalonians 5:23-24
Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you
completely. And may your whole spirit, soul, and
body be kept sound and blameless at the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 He who calls you is
faithful; he will do it. 
 

Pray Big!



1 Thessalonians 5:23-24
Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you
completely. And may your whole spirit, soul, and
body be kept sound and blameless at the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 He who calls you is
faithful; he will do it. 
 

Pray Big!

“set apart”



Exodus 40:9
Take the anointing oil and anoint the tabernacle
and everything in it; consecrate it along with all
its furnishings so that it will be holy. 
 

Sanctify … Set Apart



The Tabernacle

In what sense were the curtains of
the tabernacle, the poles of the
tabernacle, all the vessels and
furnishings of the tabernacle

“consecrated” and thus “holy?”
 



The Tabernacle

In what sense were the curtains of
the tabernacle, the poles of the
tabernacle, all the vessels and
furnishings of the tabernacle

“consecrated” and thus “holy?”
 

In the sense that these
commonplace items were now set
apart from their routine use and
consecrated to the service and

glory of God!



Daniel 6:2
Under the influence of the wine, Belshazzar gave orders to
bring in the gold and silver vessels that his predecessor
Nebuchadnezzar had taken from the temple in Jerusalem,
so that the king and his nobles, wives, and concubines could
drink from them. 
 

Sanctify … Set Apart



Daniel 6:23
You have exalted yourself against the Lord of the heavens.
The vessels from his house were brought to you, and as you
and your nobles, wives, and concubines drank wine from
them, you praised the gods made of silver and gold, bronze,
iron, wood, and stone, which do not see or hear or
understand. But you have not glorified the God who holds
your life-breath in his hand and who controls the whole
course of your life.
 

Sanctify … Set Apart



“The things in the list (including all the
furnishings of the temple) are not holy in

themselves. To become holy they first must be
consecrated or sanctified by God. God alone is

holy in Himself. Only God can sanctify
something else. Only God can give the touch

that changes it from the commonplace to
something thing special, different, and apart.”

 

(R. C. Sproul, The Holiness of God)
R. C.

Sproul



Hebrews 10:10
By this will, we have been sanctified through the
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all time.
 

The Three Tenses of our Sanctification: Past Tense



Hebrews 10:10
By this will, we have been sanctified through the
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all time.
 

The Three Tenses of our Sanctification: Past Tense

Our positional sanctification



2 Corinthians 7:1
So then, dear friends, since we have these promises, let
us cleanse ourselves from every impurity of the flesh and
spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God.
 

The Three Tenses of our Sanctification: Present Tense



2 Corinthians 7:1
So then, dear friends, since we have these promises, let
us cleanse ourselves from every impurity of the flesh and
spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God.
 

The Three Tenses of our Sanctification: Present Tense

Our progressive or practical sanctification
 



Jude 1:24
Now to him who is able to protect you from stumbling
and to make you stand in the presence of his glory,
without blemish and with great joy …
 

The Three Tenses of our Sanctification: Future Tense



Jude 1:24
Now to him who is able to protect you from stumbling
and to make you stand in the presence of his glory,
without blemish and with great joy …
 

The Three Tenses of our Sanctification: Future Tense

Our perfect sanctification or our glorification.



Time line of our Christian Lives
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1 Thessalonians 5:23
Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you
completely. And may your whole spirit, soul, and
body be kept sound and blameless at the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Pray Big!



The Apostle Paul is asking God to make the
Thessalonian believers increasingly like Jesus!

 



1 Thessalonians 5:24
 He who calls you is faithful; he will do it. 
 

Pray Big!



Philippians 1:6
I am sure of this, that he who started a good
work in you will carry it on to completion until
the day of Christ Jesus.
 

Pray Big!



“God never begins the thing that he does
not intend to finish. And when he does it,
God does it all. God does it all!  In spite

of our foolishness, in spite of our running
away, in spite of ourselves! We are

brought to safety, not by our own efforts
or our own devices, but solely by the
faithfulness of our heavenly father.”

 

(James Boice)



Philippians 2:12
Therefore, my dear friends, just as you have
always obeyed, so now, not only in my presence
but even more in my absence, work out your own
salvation with fear and trembling. 
 

Who Does What in Our Sanctification (progressive)?



Philippians 2:13
For it is God who is working in you both to will
and to work according to his good purpose.
 

Who Does What in Our Sanctification (progressive)?



Phil. 2:13 God who works in you. Although
the believer is responsible to work (v. 12), the
Lord actually produces the good works and
spiritual fruit in the lives of believers. This is
accomplished because he works through us by
his indwelling Spirit.   to will and to
work. God energizes both the believer’s desires
and his actions. The Greek word for “will”
indicates that he is not focusing on mere desires
or whimsical emotions but on the studied intent
to fulfill a planned purpose. God’s power
makes his church willing to live godly lives.



1 Timothy 3:16
And most certainly, the mystery of godliness is
great: He was manifested in the flesh, vindicated in
the Spirit, seen by angels, preached among the
nations, believed on in the world, taken up in glory.
 

Who Does What in Our Sanctification (progressive)?



Are you regularly praying for the
sanctification of those you love? Your
family members? Your brothers and

sisters in Christ here at Grace Church?
Are you asking God to help them to work
out their salvation with fear and trembling
… to lean on Christ and his strength and
his energy as they do? To become more

like Jesus in all of life?
 



Are you regularly praying for the
sanctification of those you love? Your
family members? Your brothers and

sisters in Christ here at Grace Church?
Are you asking God to help them to work
out their salvation with fear and trembling
… to lean on Christ and his strength and
his energy as they do? To become more

like Jesus in all of life?
Are you praying BIG prayers?

 


