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- Just 30% of respondents
identifying as Millennials or
Generation Z (ages 18-38) say
religion or belief in God is very
important.



SIGNS and
SAYINGS

In Mark 7:31-37 we see a model of
ministry that we can and must

emulate if we are to be effectively
showing Christ’s love and offering

Christ’s message of hope to the
increasingly pagan world around us.



Mark 7:31
Then he returned from the region of Tyre and went
through Sidon to the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the
Decapolis.
 

Jesus Among a People Largely Ignorant
of God and His Ways
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Mark 7:32
And they brought to him a man who was deaf and had a
speech impediment, and they begged him to lay his hand
on him.

A Man’s Desperate Situation



- A man’s desperate situation (v. 32)
 

- Christ’s miraculous liberation (v. 33-35)
 

    And in what Jesus does, we see a model for our own
ministry to the desperate around us, many of whom are
 people without God and without any real hope.

Once in the Decapolis



Mark 7:33
And taking him aside from the crowd privately, he put
his fingers into his ears, and after spitting touched his
tongue.

Christ Shows Concern for the Man



Granted, you will not be able to
help every needy person who

crosses your path … but beware of
using this as an excuse to avoid

helping any!
 



1 John 3:16-18
By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us,
and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers.
17 But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his
brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does
God's love abide in him? 18 Little children, let us not love
in word or talk but in deed and in truth.

Christ Shows Concern . . . Do We?



Mark 7:33
And taking him aside from the crowd privately, he put his
fingers into his ears, and after spitting touched his
tongue.

Christ Touches the Man



Mark 7:33  put his fingers into hisput his fingers into his
ears.ears. Because the man could not

hear, Jesus used his own form of sign
language to tell him that he was

about to heal the man’s
deafness. after spitting touched hisafter spitting touched his

tongue.tongue. Also a form of sign
language in which Jesus offered the

man hope for a restored speech.
 

(The MacArthur Study Bible)



“Here Jesus’ handling of the death man, his fingers
thrust in his ears, his spittle anointing the man’s

flopping tongue, was instinctive and natural. True
compassion doesn’t just feel. It reaches out. If we are

to minister, there must be touch. For there is very
little effect from Christian practice or evangelism
which shies away from contact with sin and pain.
 The surest way to calcify the heart is to fail to do

something when we feel compassion. Coldness and
hypocrisy are the result. The ring of truth is

noticeably absent from such lives. The hands on
touch is absolutely necessary to healthy, authentic

Christianity.”

R. Kent Hughes



Mark 7:34
And looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him,
“Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 

Christ Looks toward Heaven



Psalm 121:1
I lift up my eyes to the hills.
    From where does my help come?
2 My help comes from the Lord,
    who made heaven and earth.

Christ Looks toward Heaven



John 6:41
And taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked
up to heaven and said a blessing and broke the loaves
and gave them to the disciples to set before the people.
And he divided the two fish among them all.

Christ Looks toward Heaven



“If we would give sight to the
blind, we must ourselves be

gazing into heaven.”

Alexander MacLaren
(1826-1910)

  



Mark 7:34
And looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him,
“Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 

Christ Sighs



“The truth is that there are such
things as Christian tears, and too

few of us ever weep them.”

John Stott
(1921-2011)
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Mark 7:34
And looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him,
“Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 

Christ Speaks



Mark 7:34-35
And looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him,
“Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.”  And his ears were
opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke
plainly. 
 

Christ Speaks



Isaiah 55:10-11
“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven
    and do not return there but water the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
    giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
    it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
    and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.

Christ Speaks
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Mark 7:36-37
And Jesus charged them to tell no one. But the more he
charged them, the more zealously they proclaimed
it.37 And they were astonished beyond measure, saying,
“He has done all things well. He even makes the deaf
hear and the mute speak.”

The crowd’s enthusiastic reaction



James
Boice



James
Boice

R.C. Sproul

“I remember when my friend James
Montgomery Boice was diagnosed
with terminal cancer. There were

only six weeks from the time of the
diagnosis to the time of his death.
As you might expect, many of us
were upset and distraught, but he

said to us: “Be at peace about this.
God does all things well.” That’s

the heart of a Christian.”



If the path I walk seems steep and rugged,
And I must labor long to reach the goal,
There's always One close by my side to help me;
He brings sweet rest and comfort to my soul.
And from the pages of God's Book before me,
He speaks the words that all my fears dispel,
And though I do not know the why nor wherefore,
I can be sure He doeth all things well.
 

Anonymous  

God Doeth All Things Well
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SIGNS and
SAYINGSDo YOU know this Christ whom we have studied so up

close and personal this summer? Have you ever come to
him … on HIS terms ... repenting of your sin and
believing in his gospel?
 
By grace alone … thru faith alone … in Christ alone!
There is NO OTHER WAY TO GET RIGHT WITH
GOD!



As we go and seek to make disciples we must . . .
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- Show concern for those we encounter
- Look to God for his enablement and blessing
- Sigh with compassion for the hurting around us
- Come alongside these who are hurting and touch them   at
their point of need
- Speak the hope of the word of Christ into the despair of
their situation!
 

Are we ready to do this for Christ who does all things
well?

As we go and seek to make disciples we must . . .


