
Sunday Morning in the Word

Mark 1:1-15



D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones

“If we only spent more of our
time in looking at Christ we

should soon forget ourselves.”
 



Alistair Begg

“This is what will change you,
reassure you, and ground you.

The most transformational
thing you can do today is to

look clearly at Christ with the
eyes of your heart.”



 2 Corinthians 3:18 CSB
We all, with unveiled faces, are looking as in a mirror
at the glory of the Lord and are being transformed into the
same image from glory to glory; this is from the Lord who
is the Spirit.



Mark 1:1-15

SIGNS and
SAYINGS

Seeing and Savoring the Beauty    of
Jesus in What He Did and Said



Mark 1:1
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of
God.



Who is this Jesus?    
(His identity)
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Who is this Jesus? His Identity



“Jesus was a common name among Jews
until the second century AD, after which
Jews ceased using it to avoid connection
with Jesus Christ, and Christians did not
use it commonly, out of respect for their

Lord. The name means ‘Yahweh is
salvation’, and Matthew draws particular
attention to that (Mt. 1:21): ‘You are to

give him the name Jesus because he will
save his people from their sins.’”

(Donald English)
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Mark 1:1
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of
God.

Who is this Jesus? His Identity



So as to the IDENITIY of
Jesus, he is, our Savior,

fully man, fully God, and
God’s Messiah!

 



Deuteronomy 19:15
One witness cannot establish any iniquity or sin against a
person, whatever that person has done. A fact must be
established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.



Mark 1:2-3
As it is written in Isaiah the prophet, “Behold, I send my
messenger before your face, who will prepare your way,  
3 the voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the
way of the Lord, make his paths straight,’”

The Identity of Jesus: Witness #1 - The OT Prophets



The Identity of Jesus:    Witness #2 - John the Baptist



Mark 1:4-5
John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of
sins. 5 And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were
going out to him and were being baptized by him in the
river Jordan, confessing their sins.

The Witness of John the Baptist: He was foretold          
 by the Old Testament Prophets
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proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of
sins. 5 And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem
were going out to him and were being baptized by him in
the river Jordan, confessing their sins.

The Witness of John the Baptist: He has the ear          
and eye of the entire region



Mark 1:4-5
John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of
sins. 5 And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were
going out to him and were being baptized by him in the
river Jordan, confessing their sins.

The Witness of John the Baptist: He experiences            
  a fruitful ministry



Mark 1:6
Now John was clothed with camel's hair and wore a leather
belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey.

The Witness of John the Baptist: He practiced              
    a simple lifestyle



Mark 1:6   “John dressed much like
the prophet Elijah (2 Kings 1:8) in
order to distinguish himself from the
religious leaders, whose flowing
robes reflected their great pride in
their position (Mark 12:38). John’s
striking appearance reinforced his
striking message.”



Mark 1:7-8
 And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is
mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy
to stoop down and untie. 8 I have baptized you with water,
but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

The Witness of John the Baptist: He made it clear
there was another individual greater than him who

would    do a greater work and who was yet to come!



“But John said he was not even worthy
to untie the shoes of the One who was

coming after him. He was saying,
basically: ‘Do not get excited about
me. Get excited about the One I’m
pointing you to, the One who is the
Messiah, the One who is the Son of
God. Yes, I’m baptizing you with

water, but the One who comes after me
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit of

power. Your Messiah is coming.’”

R.C. Sproul



Mark 1:9
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was
baptized by John in the Jordan. 

Witness #3: God Himself



Matthew 3:14-15
John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be
baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15 But Jesus
answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us
to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented.
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Matthew 3:14-15
John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be
baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15 But Jesus
answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us
to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented.
 
2 Corinthians 5:21
For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so
that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

Witness #3: God Himself



Mark 1:10-11
And when he came up out of the water, immediately
he saw the heavens being torn open and the Spirit
descending on him like a dove. And a voice came from
heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well
pleased.”
 

Witness #3: God Himself



Who is this Jesus?    
(His identity)

 
He is fully man yet fully God.

The Savior of mankind, the
long promised Messiah of God!
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Mark 1:12-13
The Spirit immediately drove him out into the
wilderness. 13 And he was in the wilderness forty days,
being tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild animals,
and the angels were ministering to him.

Authority Displayed in His Temptation
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wilderness. 13 And he was in the wilderness forty days,
being tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild animals,
and the angels were ministering to him.

The Temptation was God’s will for Jesus



Mark 1:12-13
The Spirit immediately drove him out into the
wilderness. 13 And he was in the wilderness forty days,
being tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild animals,
and the angels were ministering to him.

The place of temptation was both desolate                      
  and dangerous



Mark 1:12-13
The Spirit immediately drove him out into the
wilderness. 13 And he was in the wilderness forty days,
being tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild animals,
and the angels were ministering to him.

During and after his temptation, angels                          
        were ministering to Jesus!



What is the significance of Christ’s
temptation? Whether it was . . .
 

- To turn stones to bread
- To worship of Satan in exchange for  
 worldly glory
- To jump off Temple in order to see God  
 miraculously save  



 
Each temptation was an enticement for
Jesus to take a short cut to go the easy

way rather than God’s way!
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“It is written . . .”
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Authority Displayed in his Ministry



Mark 1:14-15
After John was arrested, Jesus went to
Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God: 
15 “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has
come near. Repent and believe the good news!”

Authority Displayed in His Ministry
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Matthew 28:18
Jesus came near and said to them, “All authority has been
given to me in heaven and on earth. 

Authority Displayed in His Ministry



Mark 1:27
And they were all amazed, so that they questioned among
themselves, saying, “What is this? A new teaching
with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and
they obey him.”

Authority Displayed in His Ministry



Today’s Takeaways



Today’s Takeaways

Have YOU responded to the
commands of Jesus to “repent and
believe the gospel?”



Hebrews 9:27
And just as it is appointed for man to die
once, and after that comes judgment.

Today’s Takeaways
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Today’s Takeaways

Given who Jesus is: fully man yet          
fully God, Savior and Messiah, are        
 YOU willing to give him the allegiance
   he alone deserves?
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John 14:6
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the
truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me. 



John 6:60, 66-69
When many of his disciples heard it, they
said, “This is a hard saying; who can listen
to it?”



John 6:60, 66-69
When many of his disciples heard it, they
said, “This is a hard saying; who can listen
to it?”
 

After this many of his disciples turned back
and no longer walked with him. 
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John 6:60, 66-69
When many of his disciples heard it, they
said, “This is a hard saying; who can listen
to it?”
 

After this many of his disciples turned back
and no longer walked with him. 67 So Jesus
said to the twelve, “Do you want to go away
as well?” 68 Simon Peter answered him,
“Lord, to whom shall we go? You
have the words of eternal life, 69 and we
have believed, and have come to know,
that you are the Holy One of God.”


