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When Worlds Collide
Confidently Standing on Scripture

in the Midst of a Secular Age

Acts 17:22-34



  

Sundays June 9, 16, 30
at both 9:00 and 10:30

Adult Bible Fellowships
 

(Dr. Roger Petersen on
June 23rd)



Hope to see you
join us!



Next Sunday at 9:00 and 10:30



Coming to Grace Sunday Mornings June 9th!

SIGNS and
SAYINGS

Seeing and Savoring the Beauty of
Jesus in What He Did and Said



When Worlds Collide
Confidently Standing on Scripture

in the Midst of a Secular Age

Acts 17:22-34



“Some of the loudest voices for
tolerance today have little
tolerance for traditional

Christian beliefs. Be ready.”

Vice President  
 Mike Pence



“Throughout most of American
history, it’s been pretty easy to

call yourself Christian. It didn’t
even occur to people that you
might be shunned or ridiculed
for defending the teachings of

the Bible. But things are
different now.”

Vice President  
 Mike Pence



When Worlds Collide
Confidently Standing on Scripture

in the Midst of a Secular Age

Acts 17:22-34



 Some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers also
debated with him. Some said, “What is this ignorant
show-off trying to say?”
They took him and brought him to the Areopagus, and
said, “May we learn about this new teaching you are
presenting? Because what you say sounds strange to us,
and we want to know what these things mean.”

Acts 17:19–20 CSB

Athenians responded to Paul with hostility and
curiosity



“It takes about two minutes to read this
record of Paul’s address. But speeches

before the Areopagus were not known for
their brevity. In other words, we must

remember that this is a condensed report of
a much longer speech. Doubtless every
sentence, in some cases every clause,

constitute a point that Paul expanded upon
at length.”D. A. Carson



Paul stood in the middle of the Areopagus and
said: “People of Athens! I see that you are
extremely religious in every respect.”

Acts 17:22 CSB

Paul begins with a gracious affirmation



“Although the KJV renders the phrase
‘extremely religious’ in a critical tone

(‘too superstitious’), Paul probably began
with a commendation. One would not
capture the ears and hearts of proud

Athenian philosophers by condemning
them in one’s first sentence.”



But in your hearts regard Christ the Lord as holy,
ready at any time to give a defense to anyone who
asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you.
Yet do this with gentleness and respect . . .

1 Peter 3:15–16a CSB

Paul begins with a gracious affirmation



 

  

He grabs his listeners’ attention



For as I was passing through and observing the objects
of your worship, I even found an altar on which was
inscribed: ‘To an Unknown God.’ Therefore, what you
worship in ignorance, this I proclaim to you.

Acts 17:23 CSB

He grabs his listeners’ attention





"God loves you and has a
wonderful plan for your life." 



Next we come to the heart of his sermon …
 
Paul gives a clear explanation of God



The Transcendence
 of God

 



GotQuestions.org - “To transcend means 'to exist
above and independent from; to rise above, surpass,

succeed.' By this definition, God is the only truly
transcendent Being. The “LORD God Almighty” (in
Hebrew, El Shaddai) created all things on the earth,
beneath the earth and in the heavens above, yet He

exists above and independent from them.”

The Transcendence
 of God



The God who made the world and everything in it
—he is Lord of heaven and earth—does not live in
shrines made by hands.

Acts 17:24 CSB

He gives a clear explanation of God
God is transcendent – as the Creator!



But will God indeed live on earth with humans?
Even heaven, the highest heaven, cannot contain
you, much less this temple I have built.

2 Chronicles 6:18 CSB

He gives a clear explanation of God
God is transcendent – as the Creator!





Neither is he served by human hands, as though he
needed anything, since he himself gives everyone
life and breath and all things.

Acts 17:25 • CSB

He gives a clear explanation of God
God is transcendent – as the Sustainer!



The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the
exact expression of his nature, sustaining all
things by his powerful word.

Hebrews 1:3a • CSB

He gives a clear explanation of God
God is transcendent – as the Sustainer!



GotQuestions.org - “God’s immanence refers to His
presence within His creation.  A belief in God’s

immanence holds that God is present in all of creation,
while remaining distinct from it. In other words,
there is no place where God is not. His sovereign

control extends everywhere simultaneously.
 

The Immanence      
of God



From one man he has made every nationality to live over the
whole earth and has determined their appointed times and the
boundaries of where they live. He did this so that they might
seek God, and perhaps they might reach out and find him,
though he is not far from each one of us. For in him we live
and move and have our being . . .

Acts 17:26–28a CSB

He gives a clear explanation of God
God is immanent – as Ruler of the Nations!



For in him we live and move and have our being, as even
some of your own poets have said, ‘For we are also his
offspring.’ Since we are God’s offspring then, we shouldn’t
think that the divine nature is like gold or silver or stone,
an image fashioned by human art and imagination.

Acts 17:28b–29 CSB

He gives a clear explanation of God
God is immanent – as Father of Humanity!



Acts 17:28-29: “In a real sense, all
people, because they are created in

God’s image, are his children, though
this relationship is fractured and
needs to be restored through the

salvation available in Jesus Christ.”



But to all who did receive him, he gave them the right to
be children of God, to those who believe in his name,
who were born, not of natural descent, or of the will of
the flesh, or of the will of man, but of God.

John 1:12–13 CSB



“Moreover, because we are his offspring,
whose being derives from him and

depends on him, it is absurd to think of
him as like gold or silver or stone, which
are lifeless in themselves and which owe
their being to human imagination and art.

Paul quotes their own poets to expose
their own inconsistency.” John Stott



Therefore, having overlooked the times of
ignorance, God now commands all people
everywhere to repent, because he has set a day
when he is going to judge the world in
righteousness by the man he has appointed.

Acts 17:30-31a CSB

He offers a relevant application
God commands all people to repent



The Father, in fact, judges no one but has given all
judgment to the Son.

John 5:22 • CSB

He offers up a relevant application
God commands all people to repent



Therefore, having overlooked the times of
ignorance, God now commands all people
everywhere to repent, because he has set a day
when he is going to judge the world in
righteousness by the man he has appointed.

Acts 17:30-31a CSB

He offers up a relevant application
God commands all people to repent
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!! He seals his argument with a solid  
 confirmation



because he has set a day when he is going to judge the
world in righteousness by the man he has appointed. He
has provided proof of this to everyone by raising him
from the dead.

Acts 17:31b CSB

He seals his argument with a solid Confirmation
Paul points to the resurrection of Christ as proof



When they heard about the resurrection of the dead,
some began to ridicule him, but others said, “We’d like
to hear from you again about this.” So Paul left their
presence. However, some people joined him and
believed, including Dionysius the Areopagite, a woman
named Damaris, and others with them.

Acts 17:32–34 CSB

Responses to Paul’s message:
Open hostility
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When they heard about the resurrection of the dead,
some began to ridicule him, but others said, “We’d like
to hear from you again about this.” So Paul left their
presence. However, some people joined him and
believed, including Dionysius the Areopagite, a
woman named Damaris, and others with them.

Acts 17:32–34 CSB

Responses to Paul’s message:
Obedient receiptivity
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Open hostility
 

Ongoing curiosity
 

Obedient receptivity



D. A. Carson

Postmodernism and the Gospel





“As we seek to reach postmodern unbelievers with
the message of Christ, we need to consider ways in
which we can engage them where they live and not

simply expect them to enter the Christian
community in order to hear the gospel. The church
must move out of the temple and into the world. It
was Luther who declared that a new Christian must

withdraw from the world for a season, but upon
reaching spiritual maturity must embrace the world

as the theater of redemptive activity.            



“As we seek to reach postmodern unbelievers with
the message of Christ, we need to consider ways in
which we can engage them where they live and not

simply expect them to enter the Christian
community in order to hear the gospel. The church
must move out of the temple and into the world. It
was Luther who declared that a new Christian must

withdraw from the world for a season, but upon
reaching spiritual maturity must embrace the world
as the theater of redemptive activity. Let us not shy
away from postmodern culture, but go forth in

wisdom, humility, and confidence to make a
defense for the hope that is in us.” (Susan Hecht)


