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April 7th
No Greater Love: Suffered under Pontius Pilate (Mk. 15:1-15)
 
April 14th No Greater Love: Crucified, Dead, and Buried  (Mt. 27:26-61)
 
   April 18th (Thursday evening of Easter Week)
   No Greater Love Visualized  (3-fold communion Service)
 
April 21st (Easter Sunday)
No Greater Love: TheThird Day He Arose from the Dead    (John 20:1-
18)
 
April 28th
No Greater Love: He Ascended into Heaven (Acts 1)
 



“The New Testament writers speak as if
Christ’s achievement in rising from the dead

was the first event of its kind in the whole
history of the universe. He is the ‘first fruits,’

the pioneer of life,’ He has forced open a
door that has been locked since the death of
the first man. He has met, fought, and beaten

the King of Death.
 
 

C.S. Lewis



“The New Testament writers speak as if
Christ’s achievement in rising from the dead

was the first event of its kind in the whole
history of the universe. He is the ‘first fruits,’

the pioneer of life,’ He has forced open a
door that has been locked since the death of
the first man. He has met, fought, and beaten
the King of Death. Everything is different

because He has done so.” C.S. Lewis



And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is
worthless; you are still in your sins.

1 Corinthians 15:17 CSB



THE THIRD DAY HE AROSE FROM THE
DEAD (JOHN 20:1-18)

THE PLACE AND THE PEOPLE
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The Place: the Tomb of Christ

 

  



Since it was the preparation day, the Jews did not want
the bodies to remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for that
Sabbath was a special day). They requested that Pilate
have the men’s legs broken and that their bodies be
taken away.

John 19:31 CSB

The Place: the Tomb of Christ



He was assigned a grave with the wicked, but he was
with a rich man at his death, because he had done no
violence and had not spoken deceitfully.

Isaiah 53:9 CSB

The Place: the Tomb of Christ



After this, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of
Jesus—but secretly because of his fear of the Jews—
asked Pilate that he might remove Jesus’s body. Pilate
gave him permission; so he came and took his body
away.

John 19:38 CSB

The Place: the Tomb of Christ



There was a garden in the place where he was crucified.
A new tomb was in the garden; no one had yet been
placed in it.

John 19:41 CSB

The Place: the Tomb of Christ



On the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the
tomb early, while it was still dark. She saw that the stone had
been removed from the tomb.
So she went running to Simon Peter and to the other disciple,
the one Jesus loved, and said to them, “They’ve taken the Lord
out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they’ve put him!”

John 20:1-2 CSB

The Place: the Tomb of Christ



Ancient Middle Eastern Tomb



Ancient Middle Eastern Tomb



At that, Peter and the other disciple went out,
heading for the tomb. The two were running
together, but the other disciple outran Peter and
got to the tomb first. Stooping down, he saw
the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go
in. Then, following him, Simon Peter also
came. He entered the tomb and saw the linen
John 20:3–7 CSB

The Place: the Tomb of Christ



“A glance at these graveclothes both
proved the reality of what had happened

and indicated the nature of the
resurrection. The strips of linen hadn’t

been touched, folded or manipulated by
any human being . . .

 

John Stott



“A glance at these graveclothes both
proved the reality of what had happened

and indicated the nature of the
resurrection. The strips of linen hadn’t

been touched, folded or manipulated by
any human being . . .

They were like a discarded chrysalis
from which the butterfly has
emerged.”  Basic ChristianityJohn Stott



The dead man came out bound hand and foot with linen
strips and with his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to
them, “Unwrap him and let him go.”

John 11:44 CSB

The Place: the Tomb of Christ



The other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, then
also went in, saw, and believed. For they did not yet
understand the Scripture that he must rise from the dead.

John 20:8–9 CSB

The People: Peter and John



Then he began to teach them that it was necessary for
the Son of Man to suffer many things and be rejected by
the elders, chief priests, and scribes, be killed, and rise
after three days.

Mark 8:31 CSB

The People: Peter and John



For he was teaching his disciples and telling them, “The
Son of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of
men. They will kill him, and after he is killed, he will
rise three days later.”

Mark 9:31 CSB

The People: Peter and John



“See, we are going up to Jerusalem. The Son of Man
will be handed over to the chief priests and the scribes,
and they will condemn him to death. Then they will
hand him over to the Gentiles, and they will mock him,
spit on him, flog him, and kill him, and he will rise after
three days.”

Mark 10:33–34 CSB

The People: Peter and John



Sir, we remember that while this deceiver was still alive
he said, ‘After three days I will rise again.’

Matthew 27:63 CSB

The People: Peter and John



He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to
believe all that the prophets have spoken! Wasn’t it
necessary for the Messiah to suffer these things and
enter into his glory?”

Luke 24:25-26 CSB

The People: Peter and John



Mary, called Magdalene (seven demons had come out of
her).

Luke 8:2b CSB

The People: Mary Magdalene



“We will never understand the account of
Christ’s appearance to Mary at the tomb
unless we recognize that it was love, and
only love, that brought her here. She had
possessed faith once, as had the others.
She had hoped. But now faith and hope
were gone. Only love caused her to seek
the body and held her close to the tomb.”

James Boice



But Mary stood outside the tomb, crying. As
she was crying, she stooped to look into the
tomb. She saw two angels in white sitting
where Jesus’s body had been lying, one at the
head and the other at the feet. They said to
her, “Woman, why are you crying?” “Because
they’ve taken away my Lord,” she told them,
John 20:11–13 CSB

The People: Mary Magdalene



Having said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing
there, but she did not know it was Jesus. “Woman,” Jesus said to
her, “why are you crying? Who is it that you’re seeking?”
Supposing he was the gardener, she replied, “Sir, if you’ve
carried him away, tell me where you’ve put him, and I will take
him away.”

John 20:14–15 CSB

The People: Mary Magdalene and the
Resurrected Christ



Jesus said to her, “Mary.” Turning around, she said to him in
Aramaic, “Rabboni!”—which means “Teacher.” “Don’t cling to
me,” Jesus told her, “since I have not yet ascended to the Father. But
go to my brothers and tell them that I am ascending to my Father
and your Father, to my God and your God.”

John 20:16-17 CSB

The People: Mary Magdalene and the
Resurrected Christ



“Jesus said to her, ‘Mary.’ Turning around, she said to
him in Aramaic, ‘Rabboni!’— which means ‘Teacher.’”

In the simple utterance of her name, there were tones
she could not mistake. It was the sweetest music she had

heard since her Lord’s last message from the cross.
“Mary.” “Why, surely,” she must have thought, “it is the

Master’s voice calling me by name!” The word,
“Rabboni” means something more than “Master.” Mary
seems to say, “Greatest and best of all Teachers, I know
your voice! Now that you have called me by my name, I
recognize you, and I wait to listen to the instruction you

are ready to impart to me.”



Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I
have seen the Lord!” And she told them what he had said to
her.

John 20:18 CSB

The People: Mary Magdalene and the
Resurrected Christ





1. Just as Mary knew the voice
of her savior, all true followers
of Christ know his voice and
seek to hear and obey his voice!



The gatekeeper opens it for him, and the sheep hear his
voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them
out. When he has brought all his own outside, he goes
ahead of them. The sheep follow him because they know
his voice.

John 10:3–4 CSB



For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Romans 6:23 CSB



“I am convinced that God saved me by grace
alone through faith alone in Christ alone. I
did nothing to merit this salvation. There is
nothing in me that turned God’s eye in my

direction. There is no vestige of goodness that
compelled him to look my way. I was not

seeking him when he began seeking me. It was
all of his grace without even the smallest bit of

my merit.                    

Tim Challies



“I am convinced that God saved me by grace
alone through faith alone in Christ alone. I
did nothing to merit this salvation. There is
nothing in me that turned God’s eye in my

direction. There is no vestige of goodness that
compelled him to look my way. I was not

seeking him when he began seeking me. It was
all of his grace without even the smallest bit of
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Tim Challies

                                  I added nothing to my
salvation but the sin that made it
necessary.”



1. Just as Mary knew the voice
of her savior, all true followers
of Christ know his voice and
seek to hear and obey his voice!

Now if you have believed the gospel, are you seeking
each day to hear the voice of the Good Shepherd?         Is

Jesus truly your “rabboni or teacher”?
Do you seek to put into practice what he teaches you?



2. Even though we are not
perfect followers, Jesus is our
perfect savior. Even if our
faith fails, he will be forever
faithful to us!



2. Even though we are not
perfect followers, Jesus is our
perfect savior. Even if our
faith fails, he will be forever
faithful to us!

For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all
have one Father. That is why Jesus is not ashamed to call

them brothers and sisters (Hebrews 2:11).



Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those in
Christ Jesus.

Romans 8:1 CSB



For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels
nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor
powers, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing
will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

Romans 8:38-39 CSB


