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The uncompromising objective of the religious leaders

John 11:47-48
So the chief priests and the Pharisees convened the
Sanhedrin and were saying, “What are we going to do since
this man is doing many signs?  If we let him go on like this,
everyone will believe in him, and the Romans will come and
take away both our place and our nation.”
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John 11:47-48
So the chief priests and the Pharisees convened the
Sanhedrin and were saying, “What are we going to do since
this man is doing many signs?  If we let him go on like this,
everyone will believe in him, and the Romans will come and
take away both our place and our nation.”
 

John 11:53
So from that day on they plotted to kill him.



 

Jesus’ Trial in the Religious Court
 

 

 
Stage #1
(John 18)

 
 

Preliminary hearing before Annas
(father-in-law of High Priest, Caiphas and

 former High Priest)

 
Stage #2

(Matt. 26; Lk. 22; Mark 14)
 

 
 

1st appearance before the Sanhedrin;
results in guilty verdict and death sentence

 

 
Stage #3

(Matt. 27; Lk. 22; Mark 15)

 
2nd appearance before the Sanhedrin just

after daybreak to legitimize their judgment
 

 



 

 Jesus’ Trial in the Religious Court
 

 

 
Stage #1
(John 18)

 
 

Preliminary hearing before Annas
(father-in-law of High Priest, Caiphas and

 former High Priest)

 
Stage #2

(Matt. 26; Lk. 22; Mark 14)
 

 
 

1st appearance before the Sanhedrin;
results in guilty verdict and death sentence

 

 
Stage #3

(Matt. 27; Lk. 22; Mark 15)

 
2nd appearance before the Sanhedrin just

after daybreak to legitimize their judgment
 

 



 

Jesus’ Trial in the Religious Court
 

 

 
Stage #1
(John 18)

 
 

Preliminary hearing before Annas
(father-in-law of High Priest, Caiphas and

 former High Priest)

 
Stage #2

(Matt. 26; Lk. 22; Mark 14)
 

 
 

1st appearance before the Sanhedrin;
results in guilty verdict and death sentence

 

 
Stage #3

(Matt. 27; Lk. 22; Mark 15)

 
2nd appearance before the Sanhedrin just

after daybreak to legitimize their judgment
 

 



 

Jesus’ Trial in the Religious Court
 

 

 
Stage #1
(John 18)

 
 

Preliminary hearing before Annas
(father-in-law of High Priest, Caiphas and

 former High Priest)

 
Stage #2

(Matt. 26; Lk. 22; Mark 14)
 

 
 

1st appearance before the Sanhedrin;
results in guilty verdict and death sentence

 

 
Stage #3

(Matt. 27; Lk. 22; Mark 15)

 
2nd appearance before the Sanhedrin just

after daybreak to legitimize their judgment
 



 

Jesus’ Trial in the Religious Court
 

 

 
Stage #1
(John 18)

 
 

Preliminary hearing before Annas
(father-in-law of High Priest, Caiphas and

 former High Priest)

 
Stage #2

(Matt. 26; Lk. 22; Mark 14)
 

 
 

1st appearance before the Sanhedrin;
results in guilty verdict and death sentence

 

 
Stage #3

(Matt. 27; Lk. 22; Mark 15)

 
2nd appearance before the Sanhedrin just

after daybreak to legitimize their judgment
 



The uncompromising objective of the religious leaders

Mark 14:55-56
The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for
testimony against Jesus to put him to death, but they could
not find any. For many were giving false testimony against
him, and the testimonies did not agree.
 



The uncompromising objective of the religious leaders

Mark 14:60-62
Then the high priest stood up before them all and questioned
Jesus, “Don’t you have an answer to what these men are
testifying against you?” 61 But he kept silent and did not
answer. Again the high priest questioned him, “Are you the
Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?” 62 “I am,” said
Jesus, “and you will see the Son of Man seated at the right
hand of Power and coming with the clouds of heaven.”



The uncompromising objective of the religious leaders

Mark 14:63-64
Then the high priest tore his robes and said, “Why do we still
need witnesses? 64 You have heard the blasphemy. What is
your decision?” They all condemned him as deserving death.
 





1. Jewish law forbid the trying of
capital crimes under the cover of
darkness.

 



1. Jewish law forbid the trying of
capital crimes under the cover of
darkness.

 
2. Because the Jews were under

Roman occupation only Rome
could carry out the death sentence.



Only Rome could carry out capital punishment

John 18:31  
Pilate told them, “You take him and judge him
according to your law.”  
“It’s not legal for us to put anyone to death,” the Jews
declared.
 



The uncompromising objective of the religious leaders

Mark 15:1
And as soon as it was morning, the chief priests held
a consultation with the elders and scribes and the
whole council. And they bound Jesus and led him
away and delivered him over to Pilate.
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He answered him, “You say so.”
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“My kingdom is not of this world,” said Jesus. “If my
kingdom were of this world, my servants would fight, so
that I wouldn’t be handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my
kingdom is not from here.”
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The uncompromising objective of the religious leaders

Mark 15:3-4
And the chief priests accused him of many things.
Pilate questioned him again, “Aren’t you going to answer?
Look how many things they are accusing you of!”
 



The uncompromising objective of the religious leaders

Isaiah 53:7
He was oppressed and afflicted,
yet he did not open his mouth.
Like a lamb led to the slaughter
and like a sheep silent before her shearers,
he did not open his mouth.
 



Mark 15:5
But Jesus still did not answer, and so Pilate was amazed.
 

The uncompromising objective of the religious leaders
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The unrelenting pressure of the mob

Mark 15:6-7
At the festival Pilate used to release for the people a
prisoner whom they requested. There was one named
Barabbas, who was in prison with rebels who had
committed murder during the rebellion.
 



The unrelenting pressure of the mob

Mark 15:8-10
The crowd came up and began to ask Pilate to do for them as
was his custom.  Pilate answered them, “Do you want me to
release the King of the Jews for you?” For he knew it was
because of envy that the chief priests had handed him over. 
 



The unrelenting pressure of the mob

Mark 15:11
But the chief priests stirred up the crowd so that he would
release Barabbas to them instead. 
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with the one you call the King of the Jews?”
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The unprincipled judgement of Pilate

Mark 15:12
Pilate asked them again, “Then what do you want me to do
with the one you call the King of the Jews?”
 

Mark 15:13
Again they shouted, “Crucify him!”
 

Mark 15:14
Pilate said to them, “Why? What has he done wrong?”
But they shouted all the more, “Crucify him!”



The unprincipled judgement of Pilate

Mark 15:15
Wanting to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to
them; and after having Jesus flogged, he handed him over
to be crucified.
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John 15:18-19
If the world hates you, understand that it hated me before it
hated you.  If you were of the world, the world would love
you as its own. However, because you are not of the world,
but I have chosen you out of it, the world hates you.
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and strong. We can expect the same.

John 15:18-19
If the world hates you, understand that it hated me before it
hated you.  If you were of the world, the world would love
you as its own. However, because you are not of the world,
but I have chosen you out of it, the world hates you.



How must we respond to the hatred heaped on us as    we
as Christians live out our faith?



Matthew 5:11
You are blessed when they insult you and persecute you and
falsely say every kind of evil against you because of me.  Be
glad and rejoice, because your reward is great in heaven. For
that is how they persecuted the prophets who were before
you.
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Romans 12:21
Do not be conquered by evil, but conquer evil with good.

How must we respond to the hatred heaped on us as    we
as Christians live out our faith?



1 Peter 2:21-23
For you were called to this, because Christ also suffered for
you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his
steps. He did not commit sin, and no deceit was found in his
mouth;  when he was insulted, he did not insult in return;
when he suffered, he did not threaten but entrusted himself
to the one who judges justly. 

How must we respond to the hatred heaped on us as    we
as Christians live out our faith?



Takeaways
1. The hatred of the
religious leaders toward
Jesus was deep and
strong. We can expect
the same. And when it
comes, we must respond
as Jesus did!
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2. Rejoice that you have
a savior who was willing
to face such abuse
before the religious
leaders, the mob and
Pontius Pilate for you!
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John 15:13
No one has greater love than this: to lay down his
life for his friends.
 



“There is a tragic irony in Pilate’s
amnesty, for a convicted murderer is set
free, and in his place the innocent Son of

the Father is condemned to death. It is not
difficult to see in this prisoner exchange

a reflection of the substitutionary
understanding of atonement: “While we
were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom

5:8); “Christ died for sins, the righteous
for the unrighteous” (1 Pet 3:18).


