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Weekly Sabbath Readings in
the Jewish Synagogue

The Haftarah Haftarah reading (from one of
the 17 prophetical books)
 

- Isaiah 51:12 – 52:12
- Isaiah 54:1-10
- Isaiah 52:13-53:12 – the 4th ofthe “Servant

Songs?”





“The 17th century Jewish historian, Raphael Levi, noted that
long ago the rabbis used to read Isaiah 53 in the synagogues.

But since the chapter caused ‘arguments and great confusion,’
the rabbis decided the simplest thing was to just take that

prophecy out of the HaftaraHaftara  readings in synagogues. That’s
why today when we read Isaiah 52 we stop in the middle of the

chapter and the week after we jump straight to Isaiah 54.”
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He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his
mouth. Like a lamb led to the slaughter and like a sheep
silent before her shearers, he did not open his mouth.

Isaiah 53:7 CSB
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He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his
mouth. Like a lamb led to the slaughter and like a sheep
silent before her shearers, he did not open his mouth.

Isaiah 53:7 CSB

The Servant’s suffering before his execution.



He was taken away because of oppression and judgment;
and who considered his fate? For he was cut off from the
land of the living; he was struck because of my people’s
rebellion.
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He was taken away because of oppression and judgment;
and who considered his fate? For he was cut off from the
land of the living; he was struck because of my people’s
rebellion.

Isaiah 53:8 CSB

The Servant’s execution.



He was assigned a grave with the wicked, but he was
with a rich man at his death, because he had done no
violence and had not spoken deceitfully.
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The Servant’s burial..
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He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his
mouth. Like a lamb led to the slaughter and like a sheep
silent before her shearers, he did not open his mouth.

Isaiah 53:7 CSB

The Servant’s tongue was silent before                              
 his unyielding accusers



Consider all the physical,
emotional, and

psychological abuse Jesus
went thru once arrested just

outside the Garden to
Gethsemane the night before

his crucifixion.
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• Action of Peter?

• And the remainder of the Twelve?

• And the Roman soldiers?

• What of the trials?



“You have brought me this man as one who misleads the people.
But in fact, after examining him in your presence, I have found
no grounds to charge this man with those things you accuse him
of. Neither has Herod, because he sent him back to us. Clearly,
he has done nothing to deserve death."

Luke 23:14–15 CSB

Verdict of Herod Antipas (ruler over Galilee)



A third time he said to them, “Why? What has this man
done wrong? I have found in him no grounds for the death
penalty. Therefore, I will have him whipped and then
release him.”

Luke 23:22 CSB

Verdict of Pontius Pilate (Roman governor of Palestine)



The high priest stood up and said to him, “Don’t you have an
answer to what these men are testifying against you?” But Jesus
kept silent. The high priest said to him, “I charge you under oath
by the living God: Tell us if you are the Messiah, the Son of
God.” “You have said it,” Jesus told him. “But I tell you, in the
future you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of
Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.”

Matthew 26:62–64 CSB

The Servant’s tongue was silent before                              
 his unyielding accusers



While he was being accused by the chief priests and
elders, he didn’t answer. Then Pilate said to him, “Don’t
you hear how much they are testifying against you?” But
he didn’t answer him on even one charge, so that the
governor was quite amazed.

Matthew 27:12–14 CSB

The Servant’s tongue was silent before                              
 his unyielding accusers



 

  

The Servant’s silent tongue reveals his determined will!



For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but
to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.

Mark 10:45 CSB

The Servant’s silent tongue reveals his determined will!



This is why the Father loves me, because I lay down my
life so that I may take it up again. No one takes it from
me, but I lay it down on my own. I have the right to lay
it down, and I have the right to take it up again. I have
received this command from my Father.

John 10:17–18 CSB

The Servant’s silent tongue reveals his determined will!



Charles Simeon
(1759-1836)



“Nothing can exceed the beauty and propriety of
the images, by which our Lord’s patience is here

illustrated. As a sheep, when the shearer is
stripping it of it’s clothing, makes neither noise,
nor resistance; and as a lamb sports about even

while being driven to the slaughter, yea, and licks
the very hand that is lifted up to slay it, so our

blessed Lord endured all his sufferings silently,
willingly, and with expressions of love to his very

murderers.”
Charles Simeon

(1759-1836)
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Isaiah 53:8

The Servant’s times were silent about his unjust death.

CSB - who considered his fate?
 

ESV - who considered that he was cut off out of the land of
the living, stricken for the transgression of my people?
 

NIV - Yet who of his generation protested?
 

NLT - No one cared that he died without descendants, that
his life was cut short in midstream.



And as the Servant’s silent tongue revealed his
determined will to voluntarily offer himself up as

a sheep before the slaughter,
 



And as the Servant’s silent tongue revealed his
determined will to voluntarily offer himself up as

a sheep before the slaughter,
 

So the Servant’s silent times revealed the cold,
dead hearts of so many of the people of his day!



“And so it was for Jesus. No advocate stood beside
him. No journalists investigated his story. The judicial

process found Jesus innocent. And yet Jesus was
condemned to death. Jesus was condemned and the

world was silent. For this is the will of the world.
The world only speaks up to shout, “Crucify him!”
This is our verdict on Jesus. All of us have in some

measure lived our lives as if Jesus doesn’t matter, and
as if his claim to be Lord is false. The silence of Jesus

speaks powerfully of his willingness to die in our
place.”

Tim
Chester



“Our silence speaks powerfully of our need for
him to die in our place. His trial proves his
innocence, but his trial also demonstrates

humanity’s guilt. Jesus has surrendered himself to
our will, and our will is his death. We push him out
of our lives and onto the cross. We have executed

Jesus a thousand times over by our refusal to
submit to him. What happened 2,000 years ago in

Jerusalem was simply the logical conclusion of
decisions we make each and every day.”  

Tim
Chester
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“Our silence speaks powerfully of our need for him to
die in our place. His trial proves his innocence, but
his trial also demonstrates humanity’s guilt. Jesus

has surrendered himself to our will, and our
will is his death. We push him out of our

lives and onto the cross. We have executed
Jesus a thousand times over by our refusal to
submit to him. What happened 2,000 years

ago in Jerusalem was simply the logical
conclusion of decisions we make each and

every day.”  

Tim
Chester



Are you living your life today, right now,
as if Jesus doesn’t matter, and as if his

claim to be Lord is false?



If you have taken this step of faith to repent of your sin and
believe the gospel, then what does your day-to-day look like? 



If you have taken this step of faith to repent of your sin and
believe the gospel, then what does your day-to-day look like?

 

If someone were to examine how you spend your time,  what
you spend your money on, what your relationships look like,
listen to what you say . . . would these things show that Jesus

DOES matter to you? 



How serious are you
about the lordship of

Jesus Christ?
 



How serious are you
about the lordship of

Jesus Christ?
 

Is Jesus Christ just an
option on the dropdown

menu of your life? 

My Values

Money

Personal
ComfortJesus Christ
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He was assigned a grave with the wicked, but he was
with a rich man at his death, because he had done no
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When it was evening, a rich man from Arimathea named Joseph
came, who himself had also become a disciple of Jesus. He
approached Pilate and asked for Jesus’s body. Then Pilate
ordered that it be released. So Joseph took the body, wrapped it
in clean, fine linen, and placed it in his new tomb, which he had
cut into the rock. He left after rolling a great stone against the
entrance of the tomb.

Matthew 27:57–60 CSB

The Servant’s tomb was NOT silent about his unmistakable
vindication



He was assigned a grave with the wicked, but he was
with a rich man at his death, because he had done no
violence and had not spoken deceitfully.

Isaiah 53:9 CSB

The Servant’s tomb was NOT silent about his unmistakable
vindication



“The final phrase in verse nine reveals the
significance of the Servant’s burial: this
was God’s way of vindicating Christ’s
blamelessness. He would not allow any

further humiliation of his son. It was also
the first small step of his exaltation.”

 
(John MacArthur)



In these incredible three verses, we see a beautiful
portrait of Jesus, the Servant, Messiah, Lord, who
gave his all for us. Yet in our stupidity, we often

turn our eyes from his beauty and fill our eyes with
the “stuff and fluff” of this world which will

NEVER satisfy!

Closing Thoughts to “chew on”



In Christ alone! - who took on flesh,
Fullness of God in helpless babe.

This gift of love and righteousness,
Scorned by the ones He came to save

Till on that cross as Jesus died,
The wrath of God was satisfied 
For every sin on Him was laid

Here in the death of Christ I live.



In these increasingly hostile times, when people
scoff at our faith and falsely accuse us of being
“haters and bigots” because of our beliefs, we

must follow the example of our Savior!

Closing Thoughts to “chew on”



For you were called to this, because Christ also suffered for
you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his
steps. He did not commit sin, and no deceit was found in his
mouth; when he was insulted, he did not insult in return;
when he suffered, he did not threaten but entrusted himself to
the one who judges justly.

1 Peter 2:21-23 CSB


