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THE GOSPEL
ACCORDING
TO ISAIAH

REDISCOVERING THE MOST REMARKABLE
CHAPTER IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

An in depth look  at the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah





“I suggest that God will allow hard times to come
upon the American church. We will be attacked and
harassed—as we already are in some matters. We

will be forced out of the mainstream of society. We
will be made to pay a price for our faith so that it
becomes costly rather than beneficial to follow

Jesus. That is not bad. It will be in such
circumstances that the strength of true Christian

commitment will be seen and the church will begin
to be fruitful and increase in numbers again.”

 

James Boice



“This is one of the chapters that lie
at the very heart of the Scriptures. It
is the very holy of holies of Divine
Writ. Let us, therefore, put off our
shoes from our feet, for the place
where on we stand is especially

holy ground. This 53rd of Isaiah is
a Bible in miniature. It is the

condensed essence of the gospel.”

Charles Spurgeon
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The Book of Isaiah



The size of the book - Isaiah is the third longest of the 66
books of the Bible, taking 3 hours and 45 minutes to read.
 
The theme of the book is reflected in Isaiah’s name which
means, “The Lord (Yahweh) is salvation”, very appropriate
for the word “salvation” appears 26 times in Isaiah
compared  with only 7 times in all the other 16 prophetic
books combined!

The Book of Isaiah
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Isaiah is quoted more often by the
NT writers than all the other

prophets combined!
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The Literary Structure of Isaiah

So what can we take away from this?
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The Purpose of the New Testament Writers



Gospels - manifestation of the Gospel

Acts - the propagation of the Gospel

Epistles - the explanation and application of the Gospel

Revelation - the consummation of the Gospel
 

The Purpose of the New Testament Writers
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For he is the one spoken of through the prophet
Isaiah, who said: A voice of one crying out in the
wilderness: Prepare the way for the Lord; make his
paths straight!

Matthew 3:3 CSB

The NT begins with the ministry of John the Baptist



He said, “I am a voice of one crying out in the
wilderness: Make straight the way of the Lord—
just as Isaiah the prophet said.”

John 1:23 CSB

The NT begins with the ministry of John the Baptist



“Comfort, comfort my people,” says your God.

Isaiah 40:1 CSB

Isaiah 40-66 begins with the ministry of John the Baptist



A voice of one crying out: Prepare the way of the Lord in the
wilderness; make a straight highway for our God in the
desert. Every valley will be lifted up, and every mountain and
hill will be leveled; the uneven ground will become smooth
and the rough places, a plain. And the glory of the Lord will
appear, and all humanity together will see it, for the mouth of
the Lord has spoken.

Isaiah 40:3–5 CSB

Isaiah 40-66 begins with the ministry of John the Baptist



Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the
first heaven and the first earth had passed away,
and the sea was no more. I also saw the holy city,
the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven
from God, prepared like a bride adorned for her
husband.

Revelation 21:1–2 CSB

The NT ends with a vision of the new heaven and earth



“For just as the new heavens and the new
earth, which I will make, will remain before
me”— this is the Lord’s declaration—“so
your offspring and your name will remain.
All mankind will come to worship me from
one New Moon to another and from one
Sabbath to another,” says the Lord.
Isaiah 66:22–23 CSB

Isa 40-66 ends with a vision of the new heaven and earth



“So Isaiah’s incredible
prophecy accurately anticipates
and foreshadows the flow of the
New Testament, even though it
was written centuries before the

birth of Messiah.”
 

(John MacArthur)



There are four “Servant Songs” of Isaiah that
describe the service, suffering, and exaltation of

the Servant of the Lord, the Messiah.



“This is my servant; I strengthen him, this is my
chosen one; I delight in him. I have put my Spirit
on him; he will bring justice to the nations.

Isaiah 42:1 CSB

Servant Song #1 – Isaiah 42:1-9



And now, says the Lord, who formed me from the
womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him
so that Israel might be gathered to him; for I am
honored in the sight of the Lord, and my God is
my strength—

Isaiah 49:5 CSB

Servant Song #2 – Isaiah 49:1-13



he says, “It is not enough for you to be my servant
raising up the tribes of Jacob and restoring the
protected ones of Israel. I will also make you a
light for the nations, to be my salvation to the ends
of the earth.”

Isaiah 49:6 CSB

Servant Song #2 – Isaiah 49:1-13



I gave my back to those who beat me, and my
cheeks to those who tore out my beard. I did not
hide my face from scorn and spitting.

Isaiah 50:6 CSB

Servant Song #3 – Isaiah 50:4-11



Servant Song #4 – Isaiah 52:13-53:12



• Precise in its details
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• Precise in its details

• Clear in its message

Servant Song #4 – Isaiah 52:13-53:12



Just as many were appalled at you— his
appearance was so disfigured that he did not look
like a man, and his form did not resemble a human
being—

Isaiah 52:14 CSB

Precise in Its Details
The Servant’s suffering marked by savage brutality



He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not
open his mouth. Like a lamb led to the slaughter
and like a sheep silent before her shearers, he
did not open his mouth.

Isaiah 53:7 CSB

Precise in Its Details
The Servant’s defense marked by an amazing silence



While he was being accused by the chief priests
and elders, he didn’t answer.

Matthew 27:12 CSB

Precise in Its Details
The Servant’s defense marked by an amazing silence



When Pilate heard this statement, he was more
afraid than ever. He went back into the
headquarters and asked Jesus, “Where are you
from?” But Jesus did not give him an answer.

John 19:8–9 CSB

Precise in Its Details
The Servant’s defense marked by an amazing silence



When he was insulted, he did not insult in
return; when he suffered, he did not threaten but
entrusted himself to the one who judges justly.

1 Peter 2:23 CSB

Precise in Its Details
The Servant’s defense marked by an amazing silence



He was despised and rejected by men, a man of
suffering who knew what sickness was. He was
like someone people turned away from; he was
despised, and we didn’t value him.

Isaiah 53:3 CSB

Precise in Its Details
The Servant’s life endured ongoing rejection



He came to his own, and his own people did not
receive him.

John 1:11 CSB

Precise in Its Details
The Servant’s life endured ongoing rejection



From that moment many of his disciples turned
back and no longer accompanied him.

John 6:66 CSB

Precise in Its Details
The Servant’s life endured ongoing rejection



Pilate asked them, “What should I do then with Jesus,
who is called Christ?”
They all answered, “Crucify him!” Then he said,
“Why? What has he done wrong?” But they kept
shouting all the more, “Crucify him!”

Matthew 27:22–23 CSB

Precise in Its Details
The Servant’s life endured ongoing rejection



He was assigned a grave with the wicked, but he
was with a rich man at his death, because he had
done no violence and had not spoken deceitfully.

Isaiah 53:9 CSB

Precise in Its Details
The Servant’s death confirmed by a surprising burial



When it was evening, a rich man from Arimathea named
Joseph came, who himself had also become a disciple of
Jesus.  He approached Pilate and asked for Jesus’s body.
Then Pilate ordered that it be released.  So Joseph took the
body, wrapped it in clean, fine linen, and placed it in his
new tomb, which he had cut into the rock. He left after
rolling a great stone against the entrance of the tomb.

Matthew 27:57-60 CSB

Precise in Its Details
The Servant’s death confirmed by a surprising burial



After his anguish, he will see light and be
satisfied. By his knowledge, my righteous
servant will justify many, and he will carry their
iniquities.

Isaiah 53:11 CSB

Precise in Its Details
The Servant’s death resulted in a great victory



. . . keeping our eyes on Jesus, the source and
perfecter of our faith. For the joy that lay before
him, he endured the cross, despising the shame,
and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

Hebrews 12:2 CSB

Precise in Its Details
The Servant’s death resulted in a great victory



Therefore I will give him the many as a portion,
and he will receive the mighty as spoil, because he
willingly submitted to death, and was counted
among the rebels; yet he bore the sin of many
and interceded for the rebels.

Isaiah 53:12 CSB

Precise in Its Details
The Servant’s work continues as our eternal advocate



My little children, I am writing you these things so
that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we
have an advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ
the righteous one.

1 John 2:1 CSB

Precise in Its Details
The Servant’s work continues as our eternal advocate



But he was pierced because of our rebellion,
crushed because of our iniquities; punishment for
our peace was on him, and we are healed by his
wounds.

Isaiah 53:5 CSB

Clear in Its Message
We are a sinful people



We all went astray like sheep; we all have
turned to our own way; and the Lord has
punished him for the iniquity of us all.

Isaiah 53:6 CSB

Clear in Its Message
We are a sinful people



But he was pierced because of our rebellion,
crushed because of our iniquities; punishment
for our peace was on him, and we are healed by
his wounds.

Isaiah 53:5 CSB

Clear in Its Message
God is a gracious God



We all went astray like sheep; we all have turned
to our own way; and the Lord has punished him
for the iniquity of us all.

Isaiah 53:6 CSB

Clear in Its Message
God is a gracious God



Yet the Lord was pleased to crush him severely.
When you make him a guilt offering, he will see
his seed, he will prolong his days, and by his hand,
the Lord’s pleasure will be accomplished.

Isaiah 53:10 CSB

Clear in Its Message
God is a gracious God



He was assigned a grave with the wicked, but he
was with a rich man at his death, because he had
done no violence and had not spoken deceitfully.

Isaiah 53:9 CSB

Clear in Its Message
God is a gracious God



For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Romans 6:23 CSB

Clear in Its Message
God is a gracious God



“Isaiah 53 might be called ‘the bleeding
heart’ of the Old Testament. No other

chapter gives so vivid and meaningful a
presentation of the supreme factor in

the entire scripture - the promised
atonement to provide salvation for all

the redeemed.”  
 

(Alan a McRae)



Closing Questions

Have you ever confessed your sin and rebellion to
God and asked Jesus Christ to forgive you of your

sin and rebellion against God?



For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Romans 6:23 CSB



Closing Questions

Have you ever confessed your sin and rebellion to
God and asked Jesus Christ to forgive you of your

sin and rebellion against God?



Closing Questions

How much do you love Jesus?
Is your love for him growing?

Or do you find your love for him dry and stale?



THE GOSPEL
ACCORDING
TO ISAIAH

REDISCOVERING THE MOST REMARKABLE
CHAPTER IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

Next Sunday: Isaiah 52:13-15


