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“Mr. Moody was once asked
whether his creed was in print. And
in his own prompt way, he replied
‘Yes, sir; you’ll find it in the fifty-
third of Isaiah.’ A condensed Bible

is in this chapter. You have the
whole gospel here.”Charles Spurgeon
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ISOLATION



(v. 9) Make every effort to come to me soon . . .
 
(v. 21) Make every effort to come before winter . . .
 

2 Timothy 4:9, 21 CSB
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Only Luke is with me.

2 Timothy 4:11a CSB

Paul’s Isolation



Paul stayed two whole years in his own rented house.
And he welcomed all who visited him, proclaiming
the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord
Jesus Christ with all boldness and without hindrance.

Acts 28:30–31 CSB

Paul’s Earlier First Imprisonment



What factors led to
Paul’s painful

feeling of isolation?



3 Factors Leading to Paul’s Isolation:            



. . .because Demas has deserted me, since he loved
this present world, and has gone to Thessalonica.
Crescens has gone to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia.

2 Timothy 4:10 CSB

3 Factors Leading to Paul’s Isolation: Desertions



Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone
loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For
everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the
eyes, and the pride in one’s possessions—is not from the
Father, but is from the world. And the world with its lust is
passing away, but the one who does the will of God remains
forever.

1 John 2:15–17 CSB

3 Factors Leading to Paul’s Isolation: Desertions



At my first defense, no one stood by me, but
everyone deserted me. May it not be counted
against them.

2 Timothy 4:16 CSB

3 Factors Leading to Paul’s Isolation: Desertions



. . .because Demas has deserted me, since he loved
this present world, and has gone to Thessalonica.
Crescens has gone to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia.

2 Timothy 4:10 CSB

3 Factors Leading to Paul’s Isolation: Separations



I have sent Tychicus to Ephesus.

2 Timothy 4:12 CSB

3 Factors Leading to Paul’s Isolation: Separations



Erastas remained at Corinth; I left Trophimus sick
at Miletus.

2 Timothy 4:20 CSB

3 Factors Leading to Paul’s Isolation: Separations



“The apostle feels himself terribly cut
off and abandoned, exiled from the
churches he founded and from the

people in them he knows and loves.
More poignant still is the fact that a

number of his close circle of travelling
companions have—for a variety of

reasons—left him or become separated
from him. It is their fellowship that he

misses more than anybody’s.”John Stott



Alexander the coppersmith did great harm to me.
The Lord will repay him according to his works.
Watch out for him yourself because he strongly
opposed our words.

2 Timothy 4:14–15 CSB

3 Factors Leading to Paul’s Isolation: Opposition



Have you ever felt
isolated? Lonely?

 

That it was you, and you
alone, against the world?



How does Paul respond to
this feeling of isolation

which threatens to
overwhelm him?



Paul responded in two ways to
the overwhelming isolation he
was keenly feeling . . .
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He Asked for Three Necessities

1. He asked for people to keep him company



Make every effort to come to me soon . . .
 
Make every effort to come before winter . . .
 

2 Timothy 4:9, 21 CSB

He Asked for People to Keep Him Company



Bring Mark with you, for he is useful to me in the
ministry.

2 Timothy 4:11b CSB

He Asked for People to Keep Him Company



Barnabas wanted to take along John Mark. But Paul insisted
that they should not take along this man who had deserted
them in Pamphylia and had not gone on with them to the
work. They had such a sharp disagreement that they parted
company, and Barnabas took Mark with him and sailed off to
Cyprus. But Paul chose Silas and departed, after being
commended by the brothers and sisters to the grace of the
Lord.

Acts 15:37–40 CSB



Bring Mark with you, for he is useful to me in the
ministry.
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He Asked for Three Necessities

1. He asked for people to keep him company

2. He asked for a cloak to keep him warm



When you come, bring the cloak I left in Troas
with Carpus,

2 Timothy 4:13a CSB

He Asked for Three Necessities



He Asked for Three Necessities

1. He asked for people to keep him company

2. He asked for a cloak to keep him warm
 

3. He asked for scrolls and parchments to keep
him occupied



When you come, bring the cloak I left in Troas
with Carpus, as well as the scrolls, especially the
parchments.

2 Timothy 4:13 CSB

He Asked for Three Necessities



NIV Study Bible Note: 4:13  scrolls . . .
parchments. This could be Paul’s own
notes and records. They could also
include portions of OT Scriptures and
what later would become NT Scriptures.
Paul remained a reader and thinker
devoted to the ministry of the Word until
the end.



He Asked for Three Necessities

1. He asked for people to keep him company

2. He asked for a cloak to keep him warm
 

3. He asked for scrolls and parchments to keep
him occupied



He Leaned on Four Realities



He Leaned on Four Realities

1. Paul leaned on Christ’s presence



At my first defense, no one stood by me, but everyone
deserted me. May it not be counted against them. But the
Lord stood with me . . .

2 Timothy 4:16–17a CSB

He Leaned on Christ’s Presence



The patriarchs became jealous of Joseph and sold
him into Egypt, but God was with him.

Acts 7:9 CSB

He Leaned on Christ’s Presence



At my first defense, no one stood by me, but everyone
deserted me. May it not be counted against them. But the
Lord stood with me and strengthened me, so that I might
fully preach the word and all the Gentiles might hear it.
So I was rescued from the lion’s mouth.

2 Timothy 4:16–17 CSB

He Leaned on Christ’s Provision



The patriarchs became jealous of Joseph and sold him
into Egypt, but God was with him and rescued him out
of all his troubles. He gave him favor and wisdom in the
sight of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, who appointed him
ruler over Egypt and over his whole household.

Acts 7:9–10 CSB

He Leaned on Christ’s Provision



But the Lord stood with me and strengthened me, so
that I might fully preach the word and all the Gentiles
might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion’s mouth.

2 Timothy 4:17 CSB

He Leaned on Christ’s Plan



He said to me, "Go, because I will send you far
away to the Gentiles."

Acts 22:21 CSB

He Leaned on Christ’s Plan



The Lord will rescue me from every evil work and will
bring me safely into his heavenly kingdom. To him be
the glory forever and ever! Amen.

2 Timothy 4:18 CSB

He Leaned on Christ’s Promise



And do not bring us into temptation,
but deliver us from evil (or the evil one).

Matthew 6:13 CSB

He Leaned on Christ’s Promise
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           In fighting against this overwhelming sense of
isolation Paul leaned on four realities:
• The presence of Christ

• The provision of Christ

• The plan of Christ

• The promise of Christ



3 Questions to YOURSELF!



3 Questions to YOURSELF!

Have I embraced the PROMISE OF THE GOSPEL
and if so, do I continue to lean on it everyday?



3 Questions to YOURSELF!

Do I make PEOPLE the priority they              ought
to be in my life?



Make every effort to come to me soon, 10 because Demas has deserted me, since he loved
this present world, and has gone to Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia, Titus to
Dalmatia. 11 Only Luke is with me. Bring Mark with you, for he is useful to me in the
ministry. 12 I have sent Tychicus to Ephesus. 13 When you come, bring the cloak I left in
Troas with Carpus, as well as the scrolls, especially the parchments. 14 Alexander the
coppersmith did great harm to me. The Lord will repay him according to his
works. 15 Watch out for him yourself because he strongly opposed our words. 16 At my first
defense, no one stood by me, but everyone deserted me. May it not be counted against
them. 17 But the Lord stood with me and strengthened me, so that I might fully preach the
word and all the Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion’s mouth. 18 The Lord
will rescue me from every evil work and will bring me safely into his heavenly kingdom. To
him be the glory forever and ever! Amen.
19 Greet Prisca and Aquila, and the household of Onesiphorus. 20 Erastushas remained at
Corinth; I left Trophimus sick at Miletus. 21 Make every effort to come before winter.
Eubulus greets you, as do Pudens, Linus, Claudia, and all the brothers and sisters.



And let us watch out for one another to provoke
love and good works, not neglecting to gather
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but
encouraging each other, and all the more as you
see the day approaching.

Hebrews 10:24–25 CSB



3 Questions to YOURSELF!

Do I make PEOPLE the priority they              ought
to be in my life?



3 Questions to YOURSELF!

Am I living with an awareness of Christ’s
presence and his grace in my daily routine?



The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with
you all.

2 Timothy 4:22 CSB


