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JESUS
NO GREATER LOVE

 
Dec. 2nd – No Greater Love’s Reveal (Gen. 3:15; Gal. 4:4-7)
 

Dec. 9th – No Greater Love’s Hope (Isaiah 9:1-7)
 

Dec. 16th – No Greater Love’s Glory – No Greater Love’s Glory (John 1:1-18)
 

Dec. 23rd – No Greater Love’s Fulfillment (Philippians 2:5-11)
 

Christmas Eve – No Greater Love Revisited (The Watchman’s
Tale)

Christmas
Edition



“Four score and seven years ago
our fathers brought forth on this
continent, a new nation, conceived
in Liberty, and dedicated to the
proposition that all men are
created equal.”
 

Opening line of Lincoln’s Gettysburg
Address (November 19, 1863)



“The cheeks of every American
must tingle with shame as he
reads the silly, flat, and dishwatery
remarks of the man who has to be
pointed out at the President of the
United States.”
 
Chicago Times, November 20, 1863



“The ceremony was rendered
ludicrous by some of the sallies of
that poor president Lincoln.
Anything more dull and common
place it would not be easy to
produce.”
 
London Times 



“We pass over the silly remarks of
the president; for the credit of a
nation we are willing that the veil
of oblivion shall be dropped over
them and that they shall be no
more be repeated or thought of.”
 
Harrisburg Patriot and Union



JESUS
NO GREATER LOVE

Christmas
Edition

 

No Greater Love’s Glory (John 1:1-18)
(A brilliant prologue to John’s Gospel)



Three Strands of Truth concerning Jesus Christ



Jesus performed many other signs in the
presence of his disciples that are not
written in this book. But these are written
so that you may believe that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Son of God, and that by
believing you may have life in his name.

John 20:30–31 CSB



Three Strands of Truth concerning Jesus Christ

Strand #1 - A Definitive Revelation of Christ



•In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God. He
was with God in the beginning. All things
were created through him, and apart from him
not one thing was created that has been
created. In him was life, and that life was the
light of men. That light shines in the darkness,
•John 1:1-5 • CSB

Strand #1 - A Definitive Revelation of Christ offered



Life Application Study Bible: “The
Word was a term used by theologians
and philosophers, both Jews and
Greeks, in many different ways . . . In
Greek philosophy, the Word was the
principle of reason that governed the
world, or the thought still in the mind,
while in Hebrew thought, the Word
was another expression for God.”



•In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God. He
was with God in the beginning. All things
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created. In him was life, and that life was the
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•In the beginning God created the heavens and the
earth. Now the earth was formless and empty,
darkness covered the surface of the watery depths,
and the Spirit of God was hovering over the
surface of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be
light,” and there was light.

•Genesis 1:1–3 • CSB

Strand #1 - A Definitive Revelation of Christ



1.  The Word is eternal. He was present “in the beginning”
just as God was there from the very beginning of time!
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1.  The Word is eternal. He was present “in the beginning”
just as God was there from the very beginning of time!

 

2. The Word is a personal being - “the Word was with
God.” He is distinct from God the Father.

 

3. The Word is deity – “the Word was God.”
 

4. The Word is the Creator - “All things were created
through him . . .”

5. The Word is the Giver of both life and light - “In him was
life, and that life was the light of me.”

Strand #1 - A Definitive Revelation of Christ



•For in him we live and move and have our
being, as even some of your own poets have
said, ‘For we are also his offspring.’

•Acts 17:28 • CSB



When we consider this definitive revelation of
Christ as the divine LOGOS (Greek for

“word”), that he is eternal, a personal being
distinct from God yet at the very same time
God, a being who is not a creature but the

Creator, who is the giver of life and light, all of
this leads us to this conclusion about who

Jesus is:
 



When we consider this definitive revelation of
Christ as the divine LOGOS (Greek for

“word”), that he is eternal, a personal being
distinct from God yet at the very same time
God, a being who is not a creature but the

Creator, who is the giver of life and light, all of
this leads us to this conclusion about who

Jesus is:
As “The Word,” Jesus is GOD, one of the three

members of the Holy Trinity of God, God the Father,
God the Son and God the Holy Spirit!

 



New City Catechism

Q. 3   How many persons are there in God?

           A. 3   There are three persons in the one true
and living God: the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit. They are the same in substance, equal in power
and glory.



The Word is eternal. He was present just as God was there from
the very beginning of time

 

The Word is a personal being. He is distinct from God the Father
 

The Word is deity
 

The Word is the Creator - The Word is the Giver of both life and
light

 

The Word is the Giver of both life and light
 

6. The Word became one of us – “the word became
flesh”

Strand #1 - A Definitive Revelation of Christ



•The Word became flesh and dwelt among
us. We observed his glory, the glory as the
one and only Son from the Father, full of
grace and truth.

•John 1:14 • CSB



•And the Word became flesh, and did
tabernacle among us, and we beheld his
glory, glory as of an only begotten of a
father, full of grace and truth.

•John 1:14 • YLT



•The cloud covered the tent of meeting, and
the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle.

•Exodus 40:34 • CSB



•The Word became flesh and dwelt among
us. We observed his glory, the glory as
the one and only Son from the Father, full
of grace and truth.

•John 1:14 • CSB



“The really staggering Christian claim is that
Jesus of Nazareth was God made man—and

that he took humanity without loss of deity, so
that Jesus of Nazareth was as truly and fully

divine as he was human. Here are two
mysteries for the price of one—the plurality
of persons within the unity of God, and the

union of Godhead and manhood in the person
of Jesus. It is here, in the thing that happened
at the first Christmas, that the profoundest and

most unfathomable depths of the Christian
revelation lie.”



“‘The Word became flesh;’ God became man;
the divine Son became a Jew; the Almighty
appeared on earth as a helpless human baby,

unable to do more than lie and stare and wriggle
and make noises, needing to be fed and changed
and taught to talk like any other child. And there

was no illusion or deception in this: the
babyhood of the Son of God was a reality. The
more you think about it, the more staggering it
gets. Nothing in fiction is so fantastic as is this

truth of the Incarnation.”
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Three Strands of Truth concerning Jesus Christ

Strand #1 - A Definitive Revelation of Christ
 
Strand #2 - An Outright Rejection of Christ



•He was in the world, and the world was created
through him, and yet the world did not recognize
him. He came to his own, and his own people did
not receive him.

•John 1:10–11 • CSB

Strand #2 - An Outright Rejection of Christ



•This is the judgment: The light has come into the world,
and people loved darkness rather than the light because
their deeds were evil.

•John 3:19 • CSB

Strand #2 - An Outright Rejection of Christ
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Three Strands of Truth concerning Jesus Christ

Strand #1 - A Definitive Revelation of Christ
 
Strand #2 - An Outright Rejection of Christ
 
Strand #3 - A Total Transformation by Christ



•But to all who did receive him, he gave them the
right to be children of God, to those who believe
in his name, who were born, not of natural
descent, or of the will of the flesh, or of the will
of man, but of God.

•John 1:12–13 • CSB
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Strand #3 - A Total Transformation by Christ



“When God takes this initiative, new
possibilities are born. Divine power is released
into the broken world and its broken lives so
that new life is possible. The theological key
that the world finds so foreign lies here:
Transformation and hope cannot be the fruit of
some human endeavor.



“When God takes this initiative, new
possibilities are born. Divine power is released
into the broken world and its broken lives so
that new life is possible. The theological key
that the world finds so foreign lies here:
Transformation and hope cannot be the fruit of
some human endeavor. Only God can take the
initiative, and men and women must see,
receive, and believe the work he desires to do.
And when they do, they are reborn to become
God’s children.”



Two
thoughts

1. What we have considered here this
morning, is so incredible that it is
almost beyond belief! Yet we believe
it because GOD HIMSELF has done
it!



Two
thoughts

1. What we have considered here this
morning, is so incredible that it is
almost beyond belief! Yet we believe
it because GOD HIMSELF has done
it!
“The more you think about it, the
more staggering it gets. Nothing in
fiction is so fantastic as is this truth of
the Incarnation.”
 

(J. I. Packer, Knowing God)



“Maybe your unbelief is due
NOT because you’re clever
and this is all rubbish, but

maybe it’s because He’s God
and you’re not!”



•Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive
the kingdom of God like a little child will
never enter it.

•Mark 10:15 • CSB
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2. The GLORY of Christmas is not in
the historical event of Christ’s birth . . .
but in its place in Christ’s states of
humiliation and exaltation!
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2. The GLORY of Christmas is not in
the historical event of Christ’s birth . . .
but in its place in Christ’s states of
humiliation and exaltation!

His Humiliation: incarnation, suffering,
death, burial.
 

His Exaltation: resurrection, ascension,
session, return.



“The crucial significance of the cradle at Bethlehem lies
in its place in the sequence of steps down that led the Son
of God to the cross of Calvary, and we do not understand

it till we see it in this context. The key text in the New
Testament for interpreting the Incarnation is not,

therefore, the bare statement in John 1:14, ‘The Word
became flesh and made his dwelling among us,’ but rather

the more comprehensive statement of
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in its place in the sequence of steps down that led the Son
of God to the cross of Calvary, and we do not understand

it till we see it in this context. The key text in the New
Testament for interpreting the Incarnation is not,

therefore, the bare statement in John 1:14, ‘The Word
became flesh and made his dwelling among us,’ but rather

the more comprehensive statement of

2 Corinthians 8:9, ‘You know the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he
became poor, so that you through his poverty might

become rich.’”


