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The NT nowhere directly attacks
slavery; had it done so, the resulting
slave insurrections would have been
brutally suppressed and the message

of the gospel hopelessly confused
with that of social reform. Instead,

Christianity undermined the evils of
slavery by changing the hearts of

slaves and masters. By stressing the



The Apostle Paul -  the primary writer of the letter.
l

The Letter’s Context
 



Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our
brother: To Philemon our dear friend and coworker, to
Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier, and to
the church that meets in your home.

Philemon 1–2 CSB



I appeal to you, instead, on the basis of love. I, Paul, as
an elderly man and now also as a prisoner of Christ
Jesus,

Philemon 9 CSB



The Apostle Paul -  the primary writer of the letter
 
Philemon – the primary recipient of the letter
l

The Letter’s Context
 



Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our
brother: To Philemon our dear friend and coworker, to
Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier, and to
the church that meets in your home.

Philemon 1–2 CSB



I, Paul, write this with my own hand: I will repay it—not
to mention to you that you owe me even your very self.

Philemon 19 CSB



The Apostle Paul -  the primary writer of the letter
 
Philemon – the primary recipient of the letter
 
Onesimus – the reason for the letter
l

The Letter’s Context
 



 

Inscription reads:
 

I have fled. If you find me, take
me back to my master. Reward

expected.

Ancient Roman Slave Collar



Once he was useless to you, but now he is useful both to
you and to me.

Philemon 11 CSB



And if he has wronged you in any way, or owes you
anything, charge that to my account.

Philemon 18 CSB



l

The Letter’s Content
 

* A Greeting (vv. 1-3)

* Thanksgiving  (vv. 4-7)

* The Main Body (vv. 8-22)

* Closing Remarks (vv. 23-25)
 



Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother:
To Philemon our dear friend and coworker, to Apphia our
sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the church
that meets in your home.

Philemon 1–3 CSB

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ.

A Greeting (vv. 1-3)



I always thank my God when I mention you in my prayers,
because I hear of your love for all the saints and the faith that
you have in the Lord Jesus. I pray that your participation in
the faith may become effective through knowing every good
thing that is in us for the glory of Christ. For I have great joy
and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the
saints have been refreshed through you, brother.

Philemon 4–7 CSB

Thanksgiving (vv. 4-7)



The Main Body (8-22)

An unexpected situation (vv. 8-16)

An unheard of petition (vv. 17-20)

An unwavering expectation (vv. 21-22)



For this reason, although I have great boldness in Christ
to command you to do what is right, I appeal to you,
instead, on the basis of love. I, Paul, as an elderly man
and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus, appeal to you
for my son, Onesimus. I became his father while I was in
chains.

Philemon 8–10 CSB

An unexpected situation (vv. 8-16)



Once he was useless to you, but now he is useful both to
you and to me. I am sending him back to you—I am
sending my very own heart.

Philemon 11–12 CSB

An unexpected situation (vv. 8-16)



I wanted to keep him with me, so that in my
imprisonment for the gospel he might serve me in your
place. But I didn’t want to do anything without your
consent, so that your good deed might not be out of
obligation, but of your own free will.

Philemon 13-14 CSB

An unexpected situation (vv. 8-16)



For perhaps this is why he was separated from you for a
brief time, so that you might get him back permanently,
no longer as a slave, but more than a slave—as a dearly
loved brother. He is especially so to me, but how much
more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord.

Philemon 15–16 CSB

An unexpected situation (vv. 8-16)



So if you consider me a partner, welcome him as you
would me.

Philemon 17 CSB

An unheard of petition (vv. 17-20)
 



A runaway slave who was
returned to his rightful owner

could face a variety of
punishments, including

flogging, branding, chains, or
even crucifixion.

An unheard of petition (vv. 17-20)



So if you consider me a partner, welcome him as you
would me.

Philemon 17 CSB

An unheard of petition (vv. 17-20)
 



And if he has wronged you in any way, or owes you
anything, charge that to my account. I, Paul, write this
with my own hand: I will repay it—not to mention to you
that you owe me even your very self.

Philemon 18–19 CSB

An unheard of petition (vv. 17-20)
 



Yes, brother, may I benefit from you in the Lord; refresh
my heart in Christ.

Philemon 20 CSB

An unheard of petition (vv. 17-20)
 



Since I am confident of your obedience, I am writing to
you, knowing that you will do even more than I say.
Meanwhile, also prepare a guest room for me, since I
hope that through your prayers I will be restored to you.

Philemon 21–22 CSB

An unwavering expectation (vv. 21-22)



Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends you
greetings, and so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and
Luke, my coworkers. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ
be with your spirit.

Philemon 23–25 CSB

Closing Remarks (vv. 23-25)
 



The Gospel is THE Message that changes everything!

Themes
 



Now I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that what
has happened to me has actually advanced the gospel, so
that it has become known throughout the whole imperial
guard, and to everyone else, that my imprisonment is
because I am in Christ.

Philippians 1:12–13 CSB

The Gospel is THE Message that changes everything!



Now I want to make clear for you, brothers and sisters, the
gospel I preached to you . . . for I passed on to you as most
important what I also received: that Christ died for our sins
according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was
raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that
he appeared to Cephas, then to the Twelve.

1 Corinthians 15:1–5 CSB

The Gospel is THE Message that changes everything!



And if he has wronged you in any way, or owes you
anything, charge that to my account. I, Paul, write this
with my own hand: I will repay it—not to mention to you
that you owe me even your very self.

Philemon 18–19 CSB

An unheard of petition (vv. 17-20)
 



If we have been truly changed by the gospel,
forgiven by God of our odious offense against him . .

. How can we refuse to forgive those who have
sinned against us?

The Gospel is THE Message that changes everything!



The Gospel is THE Message that changes everything!
 
 

Themes
 

It is to be believed!
 

It is to be told (for GOOD NEWS is for sharing!)



The Gospel is THE Message that changes everything!
 
 

Themes
 

The Providence of God is a reality to lean on!



In him we have also received an inheritance, because we
were predestined according to the plan of the one who
works out everything in agreement with the purpose of
his will.

Ephesians 1:11 CSB

The Providence of God is a reality to lean on!



We must thank God for the good things of life!

The Providence of God is a reality to lean on!



Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down
from the Father of lights, who does not change like
shifting shadows.

James 1:17 CSB

We must thank God for the good things of life!



We must trust God in the hard times of life!

The Providence of God is a reality to lean on!



But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my
power is perfected in weakness.” Therefore, I will most
gladly boast all the more about my weaknesses, so that
Christ’s power may reside in me. So I take pleasure in
weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and in
difficulties, for the sake of Christ. For when I am weak, then
I am strong.

2 Corinthians 12:9–10 CSB

We must trust God for in the hard times of life!


