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December 22nd



“Since the early 20th century,
Christmas has also been
a secular family holiday,
observed by Christians and non-
Christians alike, devoid of
Christian elements, and marked
by an increasingly elaborate
exchange of gifts. In this secular
Christmas celebration, a
mythical figure named Santa
Claus plays the pivotal role.”
 



“We may complain
about Christmas – the cliches,

the pressures, the
commercialization, the enforced

Christian messages and the
ruinous expense. But there is so

much to love. It’s about joy,
family and ludicrous,

nonsensical traditions that we
cherish and maintain by

prefixing them with the word
“festive”. 
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- Decorations consisting of bright lights, tinsel, ever greens
everywhere abounding
- Baking a lot of cookies
- Decorations
- Santa Claus
- Doing acts of kindness and love
- Decorations
- If you are single, finding someone to be your someone
- Christmas always brings happy endings (it’s “magical!”)
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Luke 2:22-24
And when the time came for their purification according to
the Law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to
present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of
the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be
called holy to the Lord”) 24 and to offer a sacrifice
according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a
pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.”
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Leviticus 12:6-7a, 8
And when the days of her purifying are completed, whether
for a son or for a daughter, she shall bring to the priest at the
entrance of the tent of meeting a lamb a year old for a
burnt offering, and a pigeon or a turtledove for a sin
offering, 7 and he shall offer it before the Lord and make
atonement for her . . . 8 And if she cannot afford a lamb,
then she shall take two turtledoves or two pigeons, one
for a burnt offering and the other for a sin offering. And the
priest shall make atonement for her, and she shall be clean.
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2 Corinthians 8:9
For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor,
so that you by his poverty might become rich.
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“Christ’s sacrifice did not begin on the
cross, nor even at birth. It began in

heaven, when he laid aside his glory and
consented to come to earth. Why did he

do it? He did it, Paul says, so that we
through his poverty might become rich.

To put it another way, Christ went
from riches to rags so that we might

go from rags to riches.”
 

(Linda Belleville, IVP NT Commentary; 2
Corinthians)



Philippians 2:5-8
Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ
Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not
count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but
 emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being
born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human
form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the
point of death, even death on a cross.
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Luke 2:25
Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was
Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting
for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was
upon him. 

An Unsurpassed Promise (Luke 2:25-26)



Isaiah 9:6
For to us a child is born,
    to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
    and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

An Unsurpassed Promise (Luke 2:25-26)



Isaiah 9:7
Of the increase of his government and of peace
    there will be no end,
on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
    to establish it and to uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
    from this time forth and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
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Luke 2:26
And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that
he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's
Christ. 

An Unsurpassed Promise (Luke 2:25-26)



Luke 2:27-28
And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the
parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according
to the custom of the Law, 28 he took him up in his arms
and blessed God and said,

An Unquenchable Praise (Luke 2:27-33)



2 Corinthians 9:15
Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift!

An Unquenchable Praise (Luke 2:27-33)



Luke 2:27-32
29 “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in
peace,
    according to your word;
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation
31     that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
    and for glory to your people Israel.”

An Unquenchable Praise (Luke 2:27-33)



“Simeon surely held the baby tightly. It
would have been impossible for him to

do otherwise given his ecstasy. He
looked at Jesus—and looked—and

looked again. His heart, overflowing
with joy at the coming of the Redeemer

and the fulfillment of God’s personal
promise to him, soared even beyond his

song.”
 

(R. Kent Hughes, Preaching the Word: Luke)
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Luke 2:33-35
And his father and his mother marveled at what was said
about him. 34 And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary
his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and
rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed
 35 (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also),
so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.”

An unsettling prophecy (Luke 2:27-33)



2:34-35   Simeon prophesied that Jesus
would have a paradoxical effect on Israel.

Some would fall because of him (see Isaiah
8:14-15), while others would rise (see

Malachi 4:2). With Jesus, there would be no
neutral ground: People would either joyfully
accept him or totally reject him. As Jesus’

mother, Mary would be grieved by the
widespread rejection he would face. This is
the first note of sorrow in Luke’s Gospel.

 

(Life Application Bible)
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Litmus Test

Alkaline
(basic)

Acidic



Matthew 7:13-14
Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way
is easy that leads to destruction, and those who enter by it
are many. 14 For the gate is narrow and the way is hard
that leads to life, and those who find it are few.

Jesus Christ is the Ultimate Litmus Test
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Luke 9:23
And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let
him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow
me.”

Jesus Christ is the Ultimate Litmus Test


