
Sunday Morning in the Word

November 10, 2019



PRAYING the Psalms
 

Confession, Lament, Praise and Thanksgiving

Psalm 51 (Psalm of Confession)



“The more deeply we grow
into the psalms and the more

often we pray them as our
own, the more simple and rich

will our prayer become.”
 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer



Please pick up
your 21-Day
Devotional in

the lobby!



Asking the Right
Questions

Matthew Harmon
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What does this say about God?

What does this say about me?

What does this say about how I relate to God?

What does this say about how I relate to others?
 

Asking the Right
Questions

Matthew Harmon





vital



Romans 8:1
There is therefore now no condemnation for those
who are in Christ Jesus.
 



1 John 1:8-9
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins,
he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
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Confession, Lament, Praise and Thanksgiving
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Psalm 51: David’s Confession
Three Questions

What does David emphasize about sin?

What does David emphasize about God?

How does David respond to both?



Psalm 51 title
To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David, when Nathan the

prophet went to him, after he had gone in to
Bathsheba.

 

(2 Samuel 11-12)



Psalm 51:1-2
Have mercy on me, O God,
    according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy
    blot out my transgressions.
2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
    and cleanse me from my sin!
 

Question #1 - What does David emphasize about sin?
 



“transgressions” (““peshapesha”)”) = crossing a
forbidden boundary; most often translated

“transgression” but also translated “trespass,”
“rebellion,” and even “treason”

 
So God draws the line in the sand so to speak …

and we sin when we defiantly cross it!

Question #1 - What does David emphasize about sin?
 



“iniquity” (“‘awonawon”) = perverse (twisting, distorting)
… often used to refer to the depravity of our nature

 
So sin is taking God’s law and God’s will, bending and
twisting and distorting it to fit our own selfish desires!

Question #1 - What does David emphasize about sin?
 



“sin” (“chattahchattah”) = idea here is that of missing the
mark or falling short

 

God sets the standard of which we fall woefully short!
 

Question #1 - What does David emphasize about sin?
 



“sin” (“chattahchattah”) = idea here is that of missing the
mark or falling short

 

God sets the standard of which we fall woefully short!
 

Romans 3:23
We all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.

Question #1 - What does David emphasize about sin?
 



David paints quite the ugly picture of sin!
 



David paints quite the ugly picture of sin!
 

Sin is rebellion against God, defiantly  
breaking his laws!
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is good!

 



David paints quite the ugly picture of sin!
 

Sin is rebellion against God, defiantly  
breaking his laws!

 

Sin is a perversion of God’s law and all that
is good!

 

Sin totally misses the mark God has set for us!



Psalm 51:4a
Against you, you only, have I sinned
and done what is evil in your sight,
 

Question #1 - What does David emphasize about sin?



Psalm 51:4a
Against you, you only, have I sinned
and done what is evil in your sight,
 
2 Samuel 12:13
David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against
the Lord.”

Question #1 - What does David emphasize about sin?



MacArthur Study Bible
 
Ps. 51:4   Against you, youAgainst you, you
onlyonly. David realized what every
believer seeking forgiveness must, that
even though he had tragically wronged
Bathsheba and Uriah, his ultimate
crime was against God and his holy
law.
 



SI
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Psalm 51:3
For I know my transgressions,
and my sin is ever before me.
 



SI
N

Psalm 51:3
For I know my transgressions,
and my sin is ever before me.
 
Psalm 51:8
Let me hear joy and gladness;
let the bones that you have
broken rejoice.



Beware of taking sin too
lightly, for sin is a big deal,

a very big deal!



Question #2 - What does David emphasize about God?



Psalm 32:1-2
Have mercy on me, O God,
    according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy
    blot out my transgressions.
2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
    and cleanse me from my sin!

Question #2 - What does David emphasize about God?



Exodus 33:19
I will make all my goodness pass before you and
will proclaim before you my name ‘The Lord.’
And I will be gracious to whom I will be
gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will
show mercy.

Question #2 - What does David emphasize about God?



Luke 18:13
But the tax collector, standing far off, would not
even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his
breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a
sinner!’

Question #2 - What does David emphasize about God?



When we sin we must cling
to this truth:

 

Although our sins they are
many, his mercies are

more!



Question #1 – What does David emphasize
about sin? It is a really, really, big deal (ugly,
an affront to God, and more) … SO beware
of taking it lightly!
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Question #1 – What does David emphasize
about sin? It is a really, really, big deal (ugly,
an affront to God, and more) … SO beware
of taking it lightly!
 
Question #2 – What Does David emphasize
about God? He is a God of amazing mercy
… SO although our sins they are many, his
mercies are more!
 
Question #3: How does David respond to his
sin in light of God’s mercy?



- He clings to God’s mercy
 

3. How does David respond to his sin
in the light of God’s mercy?



- He clings to God’s mercy
 
“Pardon has its base, not in the merit or worthiness
of man, but in the fact that God is so good.”
(H. C. Leupold)

3. How does David respond to his sin
in the light of God’s mercy?



- He clings to God’s mercy
 
- He also “owns up” to his sin, taking full
responsibility for it.

3. How does David respond to his sin
in the light of God’s mercy?



Psalm 51:1-4a
Have mercy on me, O God,
 according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy
    blot out my transgressions.
2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
    and cleanse me from my sin!
3 For I know my transgressions,
    and my sin is ever before me.
4 Against you, you only, have I sinned
    and done what is evil in your sight,



- He clings to God’s mercy
 
- He also “owns up” to his sin, taking full
responsibility for it.
 

3. How does David respond to his sin
in the light of God’s mercy?



- He clings to God’s mercy
 
- He also “owns up” to his sin, taking full
responsibility for it.
 
- He asks God to change him from the inside out!

3. How does David respond to his sin
in the light of God’s mercy?



Psalm 51:10, 12
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
    and renew a right spirit within me.

12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
    and uphold me with a willing spirit.

3. How does David respond to his sin
in the light of God’s mercy?



“In some ways the most important and perceptive
part of the psalm are these verses, in which David

prays for inward renewal. It indicates that his
confession of sin was genuine, because it shows

that he could not be content merely with
forgiveness. His sin and its effects were so terrible

to him that David did not want to fall into sin again.



“In some ways the most important and perceptive
part of the psalm are these verses, in which David

prays for inward renewal. It indicates that his
confession of sin was genuine, because it shows

that he could not be content merely with
forgiveness. His sin and its effects were so terrible

to him that David did not want to fall into sin again.
In addition, these verses show David’s awareness

of his true problem, that his sinful acts sprang
from a sinful heart that would certainly cause

him to sin repeatedly unless God dealt with it.”
 

(James Montgomery Boice)



“Our fundamental problem is not bad
parents, bad schools, bad friends, or bad

circumstances. Our fundamental
problem is a bad heart. And every single
one of us is born into the world with it.”

 

(Kevin DeYoung)



“Our fundamental problem is not bad
parents, bad schools, bad friends, or bad

circumstances. Our fundamental
problem is a bad heart. And every single
one of us is born into the world with it.”

 

(Kevin DeYoung)

Psalm 51:5
Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity,
and in sin did my mother conceive me.
 



Psalm 51:10, 12
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
    and renew a right spirit within me.

12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
    and uphold me with a willing spirit.

3. How does David respond to his sin
in the light of God’s mercy?



Ezekiel 36:26-27
And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will
put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from
your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I will put
my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my
statutes and be careful to obey my rules.

3. How does David respond to his sin
in the light of God’s mercy?



2 Corinthians 5:17
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. 
The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 

3. How does David respond to his sin
in the light of God’s mercy?



In the gospel we have been saved
from the penalty of sin; we are

now being saved from the power
of sin; and in the future we will

be saved from the very presence
of sin!

 



Have YOU been saved
from the penalty of

sin?  
 



Have YOU been saved
from the penalty of

sin?  
 

You must simply repent and believe the Gospel!



Romans 7:15, 19
For I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do
what I want, but I do the very thing I hate.
 
19 For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not
want is what I keep on doing. 

Our battle with sin is ongoing!



vital



Tomorrow’s assignment in our
PRAYING THE PSALMS 21
DAY DEVOTIONAL is to . . .

 
 

Reflect on this Psalm and then
write a prayer to God based on

this Psalm.


