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the human condition.

 



Suffering … it is indeed part of
the human condition.

 

WHY?
 



Suffering … it is indeed part of
the human condition.

 

WHY?
 

Because we are fallen and
broken people living in a world

that is in “bondage to decay”



Suffering … it is indeed part of
the human condition.

 

WHY?
 

Because we are fallen and
broken people living in a world

that is in “bondage to decay”

How should we respond to suffering when it
comes so that it does not destroy us?
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4. A rather strange event concerning circumcision (24-26)
 



Exodus 4:24-26
At a lodging place on the way the LORD met him
and sought to put him to death. 25 Then Zipporah took
a flint and cut off her son's foreskin and touched
Moses' feet with it and said, “Surely you are a bridegroom
of blood to me!” 26 So he let him alone. It was then that
she said, “A bridegroom of blood,” because of the
circumcision.

 



“This episode . . . is
extraordinarily puzzling because

the motive for God’s attack is
unclear, the pronouns are

ambiguous, and Zipporah’s
remarks are enigmatic.”
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student’s nightmare!”



Five events to note (4:18-31)
1. Moses obtains permission of Jethro to return to Egypt
(18a)
 

2. God assures Moses that those who sought his life were
dead and gone (18b)
 

3. God warns Moses that Pharaoh will resist (21-23)
 

4. A rather strange event concerning circumcision (24-26)
 

5. Moses and Aaron meet with the people who believe their
report and worship God (28-31)



How should we respond to
suffering when it comes so that it

does not destroy us?
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Moses before
God

(Yahweh)
(6:1-5)



Exodus 5:1
Afterward Moses and Aaron went and said to Pharaoh,
“Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘Let my people go,
that they may hold a feast to me in the wilderness.’” 

 

Exchange #1 – Moses and Aaron before Pharaoh (5:1-
5)



“Pharaoh knows what this request
involves. It reflects a typical Near-

Eastern way of making a request and
entering into a bargain. An initial

demand is made which is then
increased – but the intent is clear.”

 
(Tim Chester)



Exodus 5:2
But Pharaoh said, “Who is the LORD, that I should obey
his voice and let Israel go? I do not know the LORD, and
moreover, I will not let Israel go.” 

 

Exchange #1 – Moses and Aaron before Pharaoh (5:1-
5)



Exodus 5:3
Then they said, “The God of the Hebrews has met with us.
Please let us go a three days' journey into the wilderness
that we may sacrifice to the LORD our God, lest he fall
upon us with pestilence or with the sword.”

 

Exchange #1 – Moses and Aaron before Pharaoh (5:1-
5)



Exodus 5:4-5
But the king of Egypt said to them, “Moses and Aaron,
why do you take the people away from their work? Get
back to your burdens.” 5 And Pharaoh said, “Behold, the
people of the land are now many, and you make them rest
from their burdens!”

 

Exchange #1 – Moses and Aaron before Pharaoh (5:1-
5)



Exodus 5:6-9
The same day Pharaoh commanded the taskmasters of the
people and their foremen, 7 “You shall no longer give the
people straw to make bricks, as in the past; let them go and
gather straw for themselves. 8 But the number of bricks that
they made in the past you shall impose on them, you shall by
no means reduce it, for they are idle. Therefore they cry, ‘Let
us go and offer sacrifice to our God.’ 9 Let heavier work be
laid on the men that they may labor at it and pay no regard to
lying words.”

Pharaoh’s Devious Scheme



Exodus 1:13-14
So they ruthlessly made the people of Israel work as
slaves 14 and made their lives bitter with hard service, in
mortar and brick, and in all kinds of work in the field. In all
their work they ruthlessly made them work as slaves.

Pharaoh’s Devious Scheme



Exodus 5:15-16
Then the foremen of the people of Israel came and
cried to Pharaoh, “Why do you treat your servants
like this? 16 No straw is given to your servants, yet they
say to us, ‘Make bricks!’ And behold, your servants are
beaten; but the fault is in your own people.” 

Pharaoh’s Devious Scheme



Exodus 5:17-19
But he said, “You are idle, you are idle; that is why you
say, ‘Let us go and sacrifice to the Lord.’ 18 Go now and
work. No straw will be given you, but you must still
deliver the same number of bricks.” 19 The foremen of
the people of Israel saw that they were in trouble
when they said, “You shall by no means reduce your
number of bricks, your daily task each day.” 

Pharaoh’s Devious Scheme



Pharaoh was going on record to
say, “I AM THE MAN IN

CHARGE IN MY KINGDOM!”
 

“MY word is law. My orders are to
be obeyed without question. I, and

I alone, am King over all of the
land of Egypt!”
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“Let’s see Yahweh help you
now!”



Exodus 5:20-21
They met Moses and Aaron, who were waiting for them,
as they came out from Pharaoh; 21 and they said to them,
“The Lord look on you and judge, because you have
made us stink in the sight of Pharaoh and his servants,
and have put a sword in their hand to kill us.”

Pharaoh’s Devious Scheme
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but bitter … moving from bad
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How often do we go about our
daily routine, forgetting

WHO IS IN CHARGE?





Job was a godly man, the godliest of
his day. Yet God allowed Satan to
test him. And when Job demanded
an audience with God to ask him
WHY this series of catastrophes

had struck him (loss of his children,
his possessions, and his health) God

responded …  



Job 38:1-3
Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind and said:
2 “Who is this that darkens counsel by words without
knowledge? 3 Dress for action like a man; I will question
you, and you make it known to me.”

God’s Response to Job’s Request for an Audience
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Moses before
God

(Yahweh)
(5:22-6:9)

WHO IS IN
CHARGE?



Exodus 5:22-23
Then Moses turned to the LORD and said, “O Lord, why
have you done evil to this people? Why did you ever send
me? 23 For since I came to Pharaoh to speak in your name,
he has done evil to this people, and you have not delivered
your people at all.”

 

Exchange #2 – Moses before God (5:22-6:9)



Exodus 6:1
But the Lord said to Moses, “Now you shall see what I will
do to Pharaoh; for with a strong hand he will send them out,
and with a strong hand he will drive them out of his land.”

 

Exchange #2 – Moses before God (5:22-6:9)
“I am in charge!”
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Exodus 6:2-3
God spoke to Moses and said to him, “I am the LORD. 3 I
appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, as God
Almighty, but by my name the LORD I did not make myself
known to them.
 

 Reality #1 – God’s NAME
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God spoke to Moses and said to him, “I am the LORD. 3 I
appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, as God
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Genesis 4:26
To Seth also a son was born, and he called his name Enosh.
At that time people began to call upon the name of
the LORD.

 Reality #1 – God’s NAME



Acts 4:11-12
This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders,
which has become the cornerstone. 12 And there
is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name
under heaven given among men by which we must be
saved.”

 Reality #1 – God’s NAME



Exodus 6:4-6
I also established my covenant with them to give them the
land of Canaan, the land in which they lived as sojourners.
5 Moreover, I have heard the groaning of the people of Israel
whom the Egyptians hold as slaves, and I have
remembered my covenant. 6 Say therefore to the people of
Israel, ‘I am the Lord, and I will bring you out from under
the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from
slavery to them, and I will redeem you with an outstretched
arm and with great acts of judgment. 

Reality #2 – God’s COVENANT



Exodus 6:7-8
 I will take you to be my people, and I will be your God,
and you shall know that I am the LORD your God, who has
brought you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. 8 I
will bring you into the land that I swore to give to Abraham,
to Isaac, and to Jacob. I will give it to you for a
possession. I am the LORD.”

Reality #2 – God’s COVENANT



Exodus 6:4-5
I also established my covenant with them to give them the
land of Canaan, the land in which they lived as sojourners.
5 Moreover, I have heard the groaning of the people of Israel
whom the Egyptians hold as slaves, and I have
remembered my covenant. 

Reality #2 – God’s COVENANT



1 Corinthians 15:25
In the same way also he took the cup, after supper,
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this,
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

Reality #2 – God’s COVENANT



Exodus 6:6-8
Say therefore to the people of Israel, ‘I am the LORD, and I will
bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will
deliver you from slavery to them, and I will redeem you with an
outstretched arm and with great acts of judgment. 7 I will take you
to be my people, and I will be your God, and you shall know that I
am the Lord your God, who has brought you out from under the
burdens of the Egyptians. 8 I will bring you into the land that
I swore to give to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. I will give it to
you for a possession. I am the Lord.’”

Reality #3 – God’s WILL



Daniel 4:34-35
At the end of the days I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to
heaven, and my reason returned to me, and I blessed the Most
High, and praised and honored him who lives forever,
for his dominion is an everlasting dominion,
    and his kingdom endures from generation to generation;
35 all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing,
    and he does according to his will among the host of heaven
    and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay
  his hand or say to him, “What have you done?”

Reality #3 – God’s WILL
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