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EXODUS
God brings us out to bring us in

Exodus chapters 3 and
4





“Ignorance of God – ignorance
of both his ways and of the

practice of communion with him
– lies at the root of much of the

church’s weakness today.”
 



EXODUS
God brings us out to bring us in

Exodus 3:1-6



EXODUS

Exodus 3:1-10– God’s Call (to Moses)
 

Exodus 3:11-4:31 – Moses’ Response (to
God)



God reveals his presence (vv. 1-6)
 

God’s Call (Exodus 3:1-10)



God reveals his presence (vv. 1-6)
 

God reveals his plan (vv. 7-10)

God’s Call (Exodus 3:1-10)



God’s Call: God reveals his presence (Exodus 3:1-6)

Exodus 3:2-3
And the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire
out of the midst of a bush. He looked, and behold, the bush
was burning, yet it was not consumed. And Moses said,
“I will turn aside to see this great sight, why the bush is not
burned.”
 



God’s Call: God reveals his presence (Exodus 3:1-6)

Exodus 3:4-6
When the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God called to
him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I
am.” 5 Then he said, “Do not come near; take your sandals
off your feet, for the place on which you are standing is
holy ground.” 6 And he said, “I am the God of your father,
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at
God.
 



God’s Call: God reveals his presence (Exodus 3:1-6)

Exodus 3:4-6
When the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God called to
him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I
am.” 5 Then he said, “Do not come near; take your sandals
off your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy
ground.” 6 And he said, “I am the God of your father, the
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.”
And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.
 



God’s Call: God reveals his presence (Exodus 3:1-6)

Isaiah 6:1-2
In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting
upon a throne, high and lifted up; and the train of his robe
filled the temple. 2 Above him stood the seraphim. Each
had six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he
covered his feet, and with two he flew.
 



“transcendence” (to climb above or
beyond). When we use this word of

God we are talking about the fact that
he is above and beyond us. He is

distinct from all that he has made!
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“transcendence” (to climb above or
beyond). When we use this word of

God we are talking about the fact that
he is above and beyond us. He is

distinct from all that he has made!
In other words, there’s God and there’s

everything else!
 

He is “above us!”
 



God’s Call: God reveals his plan (Exodus 3:7-10)

Exodus 3:7-8a
Then the Lord said, “I have surely seen the affliction of my
people who are in Egypt and have heard their cry because of
their taskmasters. I know their sufferings, 8 and I have come
down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to
bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a
land flowing with milk and honey . . .
 



“immanence” (to remain within).
When we use this word of God we are
talking about the fact that he is near.

Although he is distinct from all that he
has made, he is not distant.

 



“immanence” (to remain within).
When we use this word of God we are
talking about the fact that he is near.

Although he is distinct from all that he
has made, he is not distant.

 

He is “among us!”
 



Our immanent God!
 

John 1:14
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we
have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the
Father, full of grace and truth.
 



God’s Call: God reveals his plan (Exodus 3:7-10)

Exodus 3:10
Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that you may
bring my people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt.
 



A series of excuses … five of them!

Moses’ Response (Exodus 3:11-4:21)



Moses’ excuses:



“inadequacy”

Moses’ excuses:



Moses’ response: Excuse #1 (Exodus 3:11-12)

Exodus 3:11
 But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to
Pharaoh and bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?”
 



Moses’ response: Excuse #1 (Exodus 3:11-12)

Exodus 3:11
 But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to
Pharaoh and bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?”
 

“God, I am inadequate in who I am!”



Moses’ response: Excuse #1 (Exodus 3:11-4:31)

Genesis 46:34b
. . . for every shepherd is an abomination to the
Egyptians.
 



God’s response: Excuse #1 (Exodus 3:11-12)
“God, I am inadequate in who I am!”

Exodus 3:12
He said, “But I will be with you, and this shall be the
sign for you, that I have sent you: when you have
brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God
on this mountain.”
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God’s response: Excuse #1 (Exodus 3:11-12)
“God, I am inadequate in who I am!”

Exodus 3:12
He said, “But I will be with you, and this shall be the
sign for you, that I have sent you: when you have
brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God
on this mountain.”
 



Moses’ response: Excuse #2 (Exodus 3:13-22)

Exodus 3:13
Then Moses said to God, “If I come to the people of Israel
and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to
you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I
say to them?” 
 



Moses’ response: Excuse #2 (Exodus 3:13-22)

Exodus 3:13
Then Moses said to God, “If I come to the people of Israel
and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to
you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I
say to them?” 
 

“God I am inadequate in what I know”



God’s response: Excuse #2 (Exodus 3:13-22)
“God I am inadequate in what I know”



God’s response: Excuse #2 (Exodus 3:13-22)
“God I am inadequate in what I know”

Give them my name (vv. 14-15)
 



God’s response: Excuse #2 (Exodus 3:13-22)
“God I am inadequate in what I know”

Give them my name (vv. 14-15)
 

Give them my word (vv. 16-22)



God’s response: Excuse #2 (Exodus 3:13-22)
“God I am inadequate in what I know” - Give my name!

Exodus 3:14-15
God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And he said, “Say this
to the people of Israel: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’” 15 God
also said to Moses, “Say this to the people of Israel: ‘The
LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This
is my name forever, and thus I am to be remembered
throughout all generations. 



“God is not defined by
anything outside of himself.”

 

(Tim Chester)

God is self-defined, self-sufficient, self-existent!



“I have always been as I have been”“I have always been as I have been” – God is
consistent, perfect. Since he is perfect he can become
neither more or less perfect than he is. His track record is
always flawless!
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“I have always been as I have been”“I have always been as I have been” – God is
consistent, perfect. Since he is perfect he can become
neither more or less perfect than he is. His track record is
always flawless!
 

 “I “I am who I am”am who I am” – God defines himself apart from his
creation. He simply is who he is!
 

 ““I will be who I will be”I will be who I will be” – God has the future in his
hand. What he is today, he will be tomorrow and forever!



God’s response: Excuse #2 (Exodus 3:13-22)
“God I am inadequate in what I know” - Give my word!

Exodus 3:16-17a
 Go and gather the elders of Israel together and say to them,
‘The Lord, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, of
Isaac, and of Jacob, has appeared to me, saying, “I have
observed you and what has been done to you in
Egypt, 17 and I promise that I will bring you up out of the
affliction of Egypt to the land of the Canaanites, the
Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites . . .



Moses’ response: Excuse #3 (Exodus 4:1-9)

Exodus 4:1
Then Moses answered, “But behold, they will not believe
me or listen to my voice, for they will say,
‘The Lord did not appear to you.”
 



Moses’ response: Excuse #3 (Exodus 4:1-9)

Exodus 4:1
Then Moses answered, “But behold, they will not believe
me or listen to my voice, for they will say,
‘The Lord did not appear to you.”
 

“God I am inadequate because of what I did!”



God gives Moses 3 signs to show the people and Pharaoh,   “that
they may believe that the Lord, the God of their    fathers, the

God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the         God of
Jacob, has appeared to you.” (Ex. 4:5)

 



! Sign of Moses’ staff/snake (vv. 2-4)
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! Sign of Moses’ staff/snake (vv. 2-4)
 

! Sign of leprous hand (vv. 6-8)
 

God gives Moses 3 signs to show the people and Pharaoh,   “that
they may believe that the Lord, the God of their    fathers, the

God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the         God of
Jacob, has appeared to you.” (Ex. 4:5)

 



! Sign of Moses’ staff/snake (vv. 2-4)
 

! Sign of leprous hand (vv. 6-8)
 

! Sign of Nile River water/blood (vv.
6-8)

God gives Moses 3 signs to show the people and Pharaoh,   “that
they may believe that the Lord, the God of their    fathers, the

God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the         God of
Jacob, has appeared to you.” (Ex. 4:5)

 



4:1–17 Signs for Moses. Moses
continues to focus on how the Israelites
might respond to his extraordinary
claims, prompting God to validate his
testimony with the help of some
supernatural phenomena.
 



Moses’ response: Excuse #4 (Exodus 4:11-12)

Exodus 4:10
But Moses said to the LORD, “Oh, my Lord, I am not
eloquent, either in the past or since you have spoken to
your servant, but I am slow of speech and of tongue.”



Moses’ response: Excuse #4 (Exodus 4:11-12)

Exodus 4:10
But Moses said to the LORD, “Oh, my Lord, I am not
eloquent, either in the past or since you have spoken to
your servant, but I am slow of speech and of tongue.”

“God I am inadequate because of how I talk!”



God’s response: Excuse #4 (Exodus 4:11-12)
“God I am inadequate because of how I talk!”

Exodus 4:11-12
Then the Lord said to him, “Who has made man's mouth?
Who makes him mute, or deaf, or seeing, or blind? Is it not
I, the Lord? 12 Now therefore go, and I will be with your
mouth and teach you what you shall speak.”
 

 



Moses’ response: Excuse #5 (Exodus 4:13)

Exodus 4:13
But he said, “Oh, my Lord, please send someone else.” 
 



Moses’ response: Excuse #5 (Exodus 4:13)

Exodus 4:13
But he said, “Oh, my Lord, please send someone else.” 
 

“God I am inadequate because of how I feel!”



God’s response: Excuse #5 (Exodus 4:14-17)
“God I am inadequate because of how I feel!”

Exodus 4:14-17
Then the anger of the Lord was kindled against Moses and he said,
“Is there not Aaron, your brother, the Levite? I know that he
can speak well. Behold, he is coming out to meet you, and when he
sees you, he will be glad in his heart. 15 You shall speak to him
and put the words in his mouth, and I will be with your mouth
and with his mouth and will teach you both what to do. 16 He
shall speak for you to the people, and he shall be your mouth,
and you shall be as God to him. 17 And take in your hand this
staff, with which you shall do the signs.”



In the midst of our inadequacies (and we all feel
inadequate from time to time with the demands of life) –

no matter their cause – the answer is Christ!
 



In the midst of our inadequacies (and we all feel
inadequate from time to time with the demands of life) –

no matter their cause – the answer is Christ!
 

He is the God who is above us and is among us. He will
provide all we need no matter what the task,  no matter

what the need!



1. Do I KNOW Christ?
 



1. Do I KNOW Christ?
 

2. Am I SEEKING Christ?



THE GREAT COMMISSION

Matthew 28:18-20
And Jesus came and said to them, 
 

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given
to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
 baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all
that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you
always, to the end of the age.”



OUR CONFIDENCE

2 Corinthians 3:4-6
Such is the confidence that we have through Christ
toward God. 5 Not that we are sufficient in ourselves to
claim anything as coming from us, but our sufficiency is
from God, 6 who has made us sufficient to be ministers
of a new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit. For
the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.



OUR SOURCE OF STRENGTH

Philippians 4:13
 I can do all things through him who strengthens me.


