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EXODUS
God brings us out to bring us in

Exodus 1:1-7



How can we live out our
faith positively and

optimistically in the face
of such hostility toward us

and our faith in Christ?
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Chap. 2 – The Reality of God’s Providence



Exodus 1:5
All the descendants of Jacob were seventy persons;
Joseph was already in Egypt. 
 

The Reality of God’s Promise



Exodus 1:5
All the descendants of Jacob were seventy persons;
Joseph was already in Egypt. 
 
Exodus 1:7
But the people of Israel were fruitful and increased
greatly; they multiplied and grew exceedingly strong,
so that the land was filled with them.

The Reality of God’s Promise



Exodus 1:8 ESV
Now there arose a new king over Egypt, who did not
know Joseph.
 
 

The Reality of God’s Promise



Exodus 1:8 ESV
Now there arose a new king over Egypt, who did not
know Joseph.
 
NIV    Then a new king, to whom Joseph meant
nothing, came to power in Egypt.
 

The Reality of God’s Promise



Exodus 1:9
And he said to his people, “Behold, the people of Israel
are too many and too mighty for us”
 

The Reality of God’s Promise



Pharaoh instituted two strategies to eliminate                                
    the threat of the Israelites:

 



Pharaoh instituted two strategies to eliminate                                
    the threat of the Israelites:

 

Strategy #1 – The Enslavement of the Israelites



Exodus 1:10-11
Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, lest they
multiply, and, if war breaks out, they join our enemies
and fight against us and escape from the land.
Therefore they set taskmasters over them to afflict them
with heavy burdens. They built for Pharaoh store cities,
Pithom and Raamses.

The Enslavement of the Israelites



Exodus 1:12-14
But the more they were oppressed, the more they
multiplied and the more they spread abroad. And the
Egyptians were in dread of the people of Israel. 

The Enslavement of the Israelites



Exodus 1:13-14
 So they ruthlessly made the people of Israel work as slaves
14 and made their lives bitter with hard service, in mortar
and brick, and in all kinds of work in the field. In all their
work they ruthlessly made them work as slaves.

The Enslavement of the Israelites



Pharaoh instituted two strategies to eliminate                                
    the threat of the Israelites:
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Pharaoh instituted two strategies to eliminate                                
    the threat of the Israelites:

 

Strategy #1 – The Enslavement of the Israelites
 

Strategy #2 – The Genocide of the Israelites



Definition of genocide: the deliberate
and systematic destruction of a racial,

political, or cultural group



Exodus 1:15-17
Then the king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of
whom was named Shiphrah and the other Puah, 16 “When
you serve as midwife to the Hebrew women and see them on
the birthstool, if it is a son, you shall kill him, but if it is a
daughter, she shall live.” 17 But the midwives feared God
and did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but let
the male children live.

The Genocide of the Israelites



“Presumably Pharaoh planned for
the female Israelites to become

slave-wives of the Egyptians, until
within a generation the people

would vanish as an ethnic group.”
 

(James Boice)



Exodus 1:15-17
Then the king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of
whom was named Shiphrah and the other
Puah, 16 “When you serve as midwife to the Hebrew women
and see them on the birthstool, if it is a son, you shall kill
him, but if it is a daughter, she shall live.” 17 But the
midwives feared God and did not do as the king of Egypt
commanded them, but let the male children live.

The Genocide of the Israelites



The MacArthur Study Bible
 

Ex. 1:15–17 the midwives feared God.the midwives feared God. 
These brave, older women reverenced their
God and therefore obeyed him and not man.

They obviously understood that children were
a gift from God and that murder was wrong.
The two midwives mentioned by name were

probably the leading representatives of their
profession, for it is unlikely that such a

burgeoning population had only two midwives
to deal with all the births.
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Exodus 1:22
Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, “Every son
that is born to the Hebrews you shall cast into the Nile,
but you shall let every daughter live.”

The Genocide of the Israelites



Pharaoh instituted two strategies to eliminate                  
                  the threat of the Israelites:

 

Strategy #1 – The Enslavement of the Israelites
 

Strategy #2 – The Genocide of the Israelites



Exodus 1:20b
And the people multiplied and grew very strong..

The Genocide of the Israelites



Pharaoh instituted two strategies to eliminate                  
                  the threat of the Israelites:

 

Strategy #1 – The Enslavement of the Israelites
 

Strategy #2 – The Genocide of the Israelites



So how do we explain this amazing
growth of God’s people in the face

of such harsh, vicious, and
unrelenting hostility?
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God’s Promise!



Exodus 1:1 ESV
These are the names of the sons of Israel who came to Egypt
with Jacob, each with his household:
 



Exodus 1:1  ESV
These are the names of the sons of Israel who came to Egypt
with Jacob, each with his household:
 
NASB: NowNow these are the names of the sons of Israel who came to
Egypt with Jacob; they came each one with his household:
 

NKJV: NowNow these are the names of the children of Israel who
came to Egypt; each man and his household came with Jacob:
 

DARBY: AndAnd these are the names of the sons of Israel who had
come into Egypt; with Jacob had they come, each with his
household:



Genesis 3:15
I will put enmity between you and the woman,
   and between your offspring and her offspring;
he shall bruise your head,
   and you shall bruise his heel.
 

The “protoevangelium”



Genesis 12:1-3
Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and
your kindred and your father's house to the land that I
will show you. 2 And I will make of you a greata great
nation, nation, and I will bless you and make your name
great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those
who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse,
and in you all the families of the earth shallin you all the families of the earth shall
be blessedbe blessed.”
 

The Context of Exodus



“In his book on spiritual warfare, Donald Grey
Barnhouse called Egypt ‘the greatest symbol of
Satan’s enmity against the children of Israel,’

and he went on to say: ‘The devil was in Egypt.
The devil was ruling Egypt. Behind Pharaoh

there was Satan.’                         



“In his book on spiritual warfare, Donald Grey
Barnhouse called Egypt ‘the greatest symbol of
Satan’s enmity against the children of Israel,’

and he went on to say: ‘The devil was in Egypt.
The devil was ruling Egypt. Behind Pharaoh

there was Satan.’ The exodus, therefore, was
not simply an epic struggle between Moses
and Pharaoh, or between Israel and Egypt.
Ultimately it was another skirmish in the

great, ongoing war between God and Satan.”
 

(Philip Graham Ryken)
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Chap. 2 – The Reality of God’s Providence



Providence is the protective care
and power of God, who directs
everything for the good of his

people and the glory of his name.
 
 



Genesis 50:19-20
But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the
place of God? 20 As for you, you meant evil against
me,

The Reality of God’s Providence



Genesis 50:19-20
But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the
place of God? 20 As for you, you meant evil against
me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that
many people should be kept alive, as they are today. 
 

The Reality of God’s Providence



Exodus 2:1-2
Now a man from the house of Levi went and took as
his wife a Levite woman. 2 The woman conceived and
bore a son, and when she saw that he was a fine child,
she hid him three months. 

The Reality of God’s Providence



Exodus 2:3-4
When she could hide him no longer, she took for him a
basket made of bulrushes and daubed it with bitumen
and pitch. She put the child in it and placed it among
the reeds by the river bank. 4 And his sister stood at a
distance to know what would be done to him.

The Reality of God’s Providence



Exodus 2:5
Now the daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe
at the river, while her young women walked beside the
river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent
her servant woman, and she took it. 

The Reality of God’s Providence



Exodus 2:6
When she opened it, she saw the child, and behold, the
baby was crying. She took pity on him and said, “This
is one of the Hebrews' children.” 

The Reality of God’s Providence



Exodus 2:7-10
Then his sister said to Pharaoh's daughter, “Shall I go and call you
a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for
you?” 8 And Pharaoh's daughter said to her, “Go.” So the girl
went and called the child's mother. 9 And Pharaoh's daughter
said to her, “Take this child away and nurse him for me, and I
will give you your wages.” So the woman took the child and
nursed him. 10 When the child grew older, she brought him to
Pharaoh's daughter, and he became her son. She named him
Moses, “Because,” she said, “I drew him out of the water.”

The Reality of God’s Providence



Proverbs 21:1
The king's heart is a stream of water in the hand of the Lord;
he turns it wherever he will.

The Reality of God’s Providence



In vv. 11-14 – Moses kills an Egyptian who was beating a
Jew. This became known.
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In vv. 11-14 – Moses kills an Egyptian who was beating a
Jew. This became known.
 
Exodus 2:15
When Pharaoh heard of it, he sought to kill Moses.
But Moses fled from Pharaoh and stayed in the land of
Midian. And he sat down by a well.
 

The Reality of God’s Providence



Exodus 2:16-19
Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters, and they came
and drew water and filled the troughs to water their father's
flock. 17 The shepherds came and drove them away, but
Moses stood up and saved them, and watered their
flock. 18 When they came home to their father Reuel, he said,
“How is it that you have come home so soon today?” 19 They
said, “An Egyptian delivered us out of the hand of the
shepherds and even drew water for us and watered the flock.” 

The Reality of God’s Providence



Exodus 2:20-22
He said to his daughters, “Then where is he? Why have you
left the man? Call him, that he may eat bread.” 21 And Moses
was content to dwell with the man, and he gave Moses his
daughter Zipporah. 22 She gave birth to a son, and he called
his name Gershom, for he said, “I have been a sojourner in a
foreign land.”

The Reality of God’s Providence



“One day, Moses will lead Israel like a
shepherd leading sheep. So he is prepared for

this great task by being a literal shepherd,
leading literal sheep. From the moment Moses

comes to Midian, he is changing into a man
who can lead God’s people. In contrast of the

violence of his actions in Egypt, Moses
rescues the Midian women without violence
and then serve them in a way that surprises

them because he was a man serving women.”
 

(Tim Chester, Exodus for You)
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TRUST in God’s Promise!



2 CORINTHIANS 1:20



How can we live out our
faith positively and

optimistically in the face
of such hostility toward us

and our faith in Christ?
 

TRUST in God’s Promise!
 

REST in God’s Providence!



Romans 8:28
And we know that for those who love God all
things work together for good, for those who
are called according to his purpose. 

The Reality of God’s Providence



“So we are faced with this incredible truth
that God rules and overrules in all the

circumstances of life. Romans 8:28 is not
a pious platitude to be mumbled at a

bedside or a graveside when we don’t
know what else to say but want to be

helpful. It is truth that’s meant for life.”
 

 (Alistair Begg)


