Sunday Morning in the Word

February 3, 2020

EXODUS
God brings us out to bring us in

Exodus chapters 7-11 (part
1)

Exodus 5:1-2
Afterward Moses and Aaron went and said to Pharaoh,
“Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘Let my people go,
that they may hold a feast to me in the wilderness.’” 2 But
Pharaoh said, “Who is the LORD, that I should obey his
voice and let Israel go? I do not know the LORD, and
moreover, I will not let Israel go.”

Pharaoh is asking two questions …
“WHO is YAHWEH?”
“WHY should I obey him?”
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“WHO is YAHWEH?”
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God’s answer: The Ten Plagues!

God’s Answer: The Ten Plagues
Exodus 7:4-5
Pharaoh will not listen to you. Then I will lay my hand on
Egypt and bring my hosts, my people the children of Israel,
out of the land of Egypt by great acts of judgment. 5 The
Egyptians shall KNOW that I am the LORD, when I
stretch out my hand against Egypt and bring out the people
of Israel from among them.”

The Ultimate Purpose of the Ten Plagues
(1st plague of water to blood)
Exodus 7:17
Thus says the Lord, “By this you shall KNOW that I
am the LORD: behold, with the staff that is in my hand I
will strike the water that is in the Nile, and it shall turn into
blood.

The Ultimate Purpose of the Ten Plagues
(Moses’ prediction of removal of 2nd plague of frogs)
Exodus 8:10
And he said, “Tomorrow.” Moses said, “Be it as
you say, so that you may KNOW that there is
no one like the LORD our God.”

The Ultimate Purpose of the Ten Plagues
(7th plague of hail)
Exodus 9:14
For this time I will send all my plagues on you
yourself, and on your servants and your people,
so that you may KNOW that there is none like
me in all the earth.

The Ultimate Purpose of the Ten Plagues
(8th plague of locust)
Exodus 10:1-2
Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go in to Pharaoh, for I have
hardened his heart and the heart of his servants, that I may
show these signs of mine among them, 2 and that you may tell
in the hearing of your son and of your grandson how I have
dealt harshly with the Egyptians and what signs I have done
among them, that you may KNOW that I am the LORD.”

WHY the Ten Plagues?

WHY the Ten Plagues?
Yahweh wanted all to know
without a shadow of a doubt
that he was THE ONE
TRUE AND LIVING
GOD! And he wanted this
trumpeted throughout Egypt
and beyond!

The Ultimate Purpose of the Ten Plagues
(just before 7th plague (6 down and 4 to go)
Exodus 9:15-16
For by now I could have put out my hand and struck
you and your people with pestilence, and you would
have been cut off from the earth. 16 But for this
purpose I have raised you up, to show you my power,
so that my name may be proclaimed in all the
earth.

YAHWEH was showing the
Egyptians that the 80 plus gods
they worshipped were really
powerless to stop Him from
bringing the plagues upon Egypt
and its people.

YAHWEH was showing the
Egyptians that the 80 plus gods
they worshipped were really
powerless to stop Him from
bringing the plagues upon Egypt
and its people.
Each plague targets certain
specific Egyptian gods!

The Egyptian gods were
clustered around three of the
major forces in the life of Egypt.
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The Egyptian gods were
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The Nile
The Land

The Egyptian gods were
clustered around three of the
major forces in the life of Egypt.
The Nile
The Land
The Sun (sky)

Ten Plagues a Judgment on Egypt’s gods!
Numbers 33:4
. . . while the Egyptians were burying all their firstborn,
whom the LORD had struck down among them. On their
gods also the Lord executed judgments.

Survey of the Plagues
Ten plagues not picked at
random by God but chosen to
show the all (but especially
Pharaoh and his people) that
He, YAWHEH was THE ONE
TRUE GOD AND LIVING
GOD!

Plague #1 – Water to Blood (The Nile)
Exodus 7:20-24
Moses and Aaron did as the Lord commanded. In the sight of
Pharaoh and in the sight of his servants he lifted up the staff and
struck the water in the Nile, and all the water in the Nile turned
into blood. 21 And the fish in the Nile died, and the Nile
stank, so that the Egyptians could not drink water from the
Nile. There was blood throughout all the land of
Egypt. 22 But the magicians of Egypt did the same by their
secret arts. So Pharaoh's heart remained hardened, and he would
not listen to them, as the Lord had said.

Ten Plagues of Exodus (chapters 7-11)
Plague

Passage Response Israel Pharaoh’s
of Court exempt
Heart
?

Egyptian
god
targeted

1.
Blood

7:14-24

Osiris,
Hapi,
Khnum

Replicate

Was
hardened

Plague #2 – Frogs (The Nile)
Exodus 8:1-4, 6
Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go in to Pharaoh and say to him,
‘Thus says the LORD, “Let my people go, that they may serve
me. 2 But if you refuse to let them go, behold, I will plague all your
country with frogs. 3 The Nile shall swarm with frogs that shall
come up into your house and into your bedroom and on your bed
and into the houses of your servants and your people, and into
your ovens and your kneading bowls. 4 The frogs shall come up
on you and on your people and on all your servants.”’… 6 So
Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of Egypt, and the
frogs came up and covered the land of Egypt.

Ten Plagues of Exodus (chapters 7-11)
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Plague #3 – Gnats/Lice (The Fertile Land)
Exodus 8:16-19
Then the LORD said to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Stretch out your
staff and strike the dust of the earth, so that it may become gnats
in all the land of Egypt.’” 17 And they did so. Aaron stretched out
his hand with his staff and struck the dust of the earth, and there
were gnats on man and beast. All the dust of the earth became
gnats in all the land of Egypt. 18 The magicians tried by their
secret arts to produce gnats, but they could not. So there were
gnats on man and beast. 19 Then the magicians said to Pharaoh,
“This is the finger of God.” But Pharaoh's heart was hardened,
and he would not listen to them, as the LORD had said.

Ten Plagues of Exodus (chapters 7-11)
Plague
3.
Gnats
(Lice)

Passage Response Israel Pharaoh’s
of Court exempt?
Heart
8:16-19 “Is finger
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of God!”
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Egyptian
god
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Plague #4 – Flies (The Fertile Land)
Exodus 8:21b-23
I will send swarms of flies on you and your servants and your
people, and into your houses. And the houses of the Egyptians
shall be filled with swarms of flies, and also the ground on which
they stand. 22 But on that day I will set apart the land of
Goshen, where my people dwell, so that no swarms of flies
shall be there, that you may know that I am the LORD in the
midst of the earth. 23 Thus I will put a division between my
people and your people. Tomorrow this sign shall happen.
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Plague #5 – Disease on Livestock (The Fertile Land)
Exodus 9:3-5, 7
Behold, the hand of the LORD will fall with a very severe plague
upon your livestock that are in the field, the horses, the donkeys,
the camels, the herds, and the flocks. 4 But the LORD will make
a distinction between the livestock of Israel and the livestock of
Egypt, so that nothing of all that belongs to the people of Israel
shall die.”’” 5 And the LORD set a time, saying, “Tomorrow
the LORD will do this thing in the land.”. . . 7 And Pharaoh sent,
and behold, not one of the livestock of Israel was dead.
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Plague #6 – Boils (The Fertile Land)
Exodus 9:8-9,11- 12
And the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “Take handfuls of soot
from the kiln, and let Moses throw them in the air in the sight of
Pharaoh. 9 It shall become fine dust over all the land of Egypt, and
become boils breaking out in sores on man and beast throughout
all the land of Egypt.” 11 And the magicians could not stand
before Moses because of the boils, for the boils came upon the
magicians and upon all the Egyptians. 12 But the LORD hardened
the heart of Pharaoh, and he did not listen to them, as the LORD
had spoken to Moses.
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Plague #7 – Hail (The Sun/The Fertile Land)
Exodus 9:18-21
“Behold, about this time tomorrow I will cause very heavy hail to
fall, such as never has been in Egypt from the day it was founded
until now. 19 Now therefore send, get your livestock and all that
you have in the field into safe shelter, for every man and beast that
is in the field and is not brought home will die when the hail falls
on them.” 20 Then whoever feared the word of
the LORD among the servants of Pharaoh hurried his slaves
and his livestock into the houses, 21 but whoever did not pay
attention to the word of the LORD left his slaves and his
livestock in the field.
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Plague #8 – Locusts (The Fertile Land)
Exodus 10:5-6
For if you refuse to let my people go, behold, tomorrow I will
bring locusts into your country, 5 and they shall cover the face
of the land, so that no one can see the land. And they
shall eat what is left to you after the hail, and they shall eat
every tree of yours that grows in the field, 6 and they shall
fill your houses and the houses of all your servants and of all
the Egyptians, as neither your fathers nor your
grandfathers have seen, from the day they came on earth
to this day.

Plague #8 – Locusts (The Fertile Land)
Exodus 10:7
“How long shall this man be a snare to us? Let the men go, that
they may serve the Lord their God. Do you not yet understand
that Egypt is ruined?”
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Plague #9 – Darkness (The Life-giving Sun)
Exodus 9:21-23
Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward
heaven, that there may be darkness over the land of Egypt, a
darkness to be felt.” 22 So Moses stretched out his hand
toward heaven, and there was pitch darkness in all the land of
Egypt three days. 23 They did not see one another, nor did
anyone rise from his place for three days, but all the people
of Israel had light where they lived.

“Suddenly the sky and the light were eclipsed
by a phenomenon that fell upon the land. The
verb is one that denotes swiftness as when a
lion falls upon an unsuspecting prey. Life came
to a halt. The people were forced to remain in
their beds for three days … Provisions are not
stored up in hot lands, and there was no
refrigeration in those days. The people were
without food; they could not see each other;
they lived, choking and gasping, in their
beds.”
(Donald Grey Barnhouse)
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Plague #10 – Death of Firstborn (The Life-giving Sun)
Exodus 11:1
The LORD said to Moses, “Yet one plague more I will
bring upon Pharaoh and upon Egypt. Afterward he will let
you go from here. When he lets you go, he will drive you
away completely.
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Has YAHWEH stated his case
that he is the one true and
living God and that the various
gods of Egypt are NOTHING
before him?

“What comes into our minds when
we think about God is the most
important thing about us.”
(A.W. Tozer, The Knowledge of the
Holy)

“Today, vast stress is laid on the thought
that God is personal, but this truth is so
stated as to leave the impression that God
is a person of the same sort as we are—
weak, inadequate, ineffective, a little
pathetic. But this is not the God of the
Bible! Our personal life is a finite thing: it
is limited in every direction, in space, in
time, in knowledge, in power.”

“But God is not so limited. He is eternal,
infinite and almighty. He has us in his
hands; we never have him in ours. Like
us, he is personal; but unlike us, he is
great. In all its constant stress on the
reality of God’s personal concern for his
people, and on the gentleness, tenderness,
sympathy, patience and yearning
compassion that he shows toward them,
the Bible never lets us lose sight of his
majesty.”

Next Sunday in Part Two of our study of the Ten
Plagues:
The Plagues demonstrate that YAHWEH is the ONE
TRUE AND LIVING GOD. What else to they reveal
about our God?

Next Sunday in Part Two of our study of the Ten
Plagues:
The Plagues demonstrate that YAHWEH is the ONE
TRUE AND LIVING GOD. What else to they reveal
about our God?
How are we to understand that Pharaoh at times
hardened his own heart and at other times God hardened
his heart?

