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Introduction 
Please join me in the book of Titus, as we continue our study of the Pastoral Epistles 
in the series “Sound Doctrine and Sound Living.” This morning I’ll be preaching from 
2:11-15 and I’d like us to evaluate how “Salvation Leads to Sound Living.” 

Have you ever had an “epiphany” or heard someone say they’ve had one? You know, 
like a great idea or insight that seemed to dawn upon you or appear out of nowhere? 
We often use the word “epiphany” like that, although its true meaning is the visible 
appearance of something. The Greeks used “epiphany” to refer to the morning dawn, 
when the sun breaks the horizon into view, or for something like “an enemy emerging 
out of an ambush.”  1

The New Testament, however, reserves this word “epiphany” to refer to the appearing 
of Christ,  in two ways: his first appearance, in the incarnation leading to atonement; 2

and his second appearance, when he returns again to complete the purposes of God for 
time and eternity. 

Our text today is sublime for its doctrinal beauty and for its exhortation to godly living. 
Let’s READ Titus 2:11-15. Then let’s PRAY together. 

Exposition 
Last Sunday, from 2:1-10, we considered how sound doctrine leads to sound living. In 
these verses, Paul’s thought is continued along these lines, adding justification for the 
connection between doctrine and ethics, gospel and godly living. Note the “for” in 
verse 11—a continuation of his argument. 

When we read the text, did you notice the word “appear” mentioned twice? In verse 11 
and in verse 13. Paul structures these verses around Christ’s first epiphany and his 
second epiphany to strengthen his case for why doctrine and ethics go hand in hand, 
and why the gospel necessarily leads to sound, godly living. 

The first epiphany: GRACE (2:11-12) 
Paul cannot seem to magnify the grace of God enough—it is everywhere in his letters 
and it is the bedrock of his theology. God has done for us what we did not deserve, and 
does for us what we cannot do for ourselves—this is the essence of grace. 

Stott, The Message of 1 Timothy & Titus [BST], 192.1

With one exception, Acts 27:20, “neither sun nor stars appeared (epiphainontōn)”.2
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Notice he said in verse 11, “the grace of God appeared”. This is Christ’s first epiphany, 
his first coming, to provide salvation for us and for all people. 

It’s not as if grace came into existence when Jesus was born—God has always been a 
God of grace. But God’s grace was manifested in Christ, it “appeared” visibly in him 
and through him. John 1:14 says, “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. … the 
one and only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.” Jesus is grace with a face, 
so to speak. He embodied God’s grace and came to give it visible expression for us. 

The Father’s purpose and mission for His Son is evident in verse 11, “bringing 
salvation for all people”. This, too, is all of grace—the universal scope of salvation—
that Christ did not come just for the Jews, but for all people, even for Cretans! 

• John 3:16-18 // God sent his son, in love, to provide salvation for us. Not to 
condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 

• Acts 4:12 // There is only one Savior and no other, and if anyone is to be saved, it 
will be through him and in his name. 

Salvation for all people, even slaves! Don’t miss the connection between verse 10 and 
verse 11. There is no one outside the reach of God’s grace, regardless of their status or 
situation in life. Galatians 3:28, “28 There is no Jew or Greek, slave or free, male and 
female; since you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you belong to Christ, then you 
are Abraham’s seed, heirs according to the promise.” 

That promise (eternal life), Paul said, was given to us “before time began” (Titus 1:2). 
Paul says it a different way in 2 Timothy 1:9-10, “9 He has saved us and called us with 
a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and 
grace, which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began. 10 This has now been 
made evident through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who has abolished 
death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.” 

God’s grace was made evident in Christ’s first epiphany, bringing salvation to all 
people. But grace does more than just save us, it also teaches us. Verse 12 says, “[the 
grace of God appeared] instructing us …” All Christians are to be “learners in the 
School of Grace” , disciples oriented by grace and students committed to grace. 3

And what does God’s grace teach us (especially through Christ’s first appearing)? 
Verse 12 says it teaches us sound living. First, it teaches us “to deny godlessness and 
worldly lusts”—that is, to reject the notion of living as if God doesn’t exist and to 
resist caving in to the passions and desires of this world (cf. 1 John 2:16, lust of the 
flesh, lust of the eyes, pride in possessions). Grace instructs us, equips us to say “No!” 
to ungodliness and passions that surround us constantly. 

Aitken, The School of Grace: Expository Thoughts on Titus 2:11-14, 216.3
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Second, grace teaches us “to live in a sensible, righteous, and godly way in the present 
age.” These virtues have already been mentioned by Paul in this letter. Yet Paul repeats 
them again, stressing that it is not only possible to live upright lives, but necessary if 
we are to be ambassadors of God’s grace. And I don’t think it is a stretch to see how 
these virtues express a Christian’s behavior in relation to self (sensible), to neighbor 
(righteous/just), and to God (godly/godliness).  4

We can, and we must, live out the instruction of grace “in the present age.” Oh how the 
world—our present world, in our time—needs people who declare a gracious gospel 
and who demonstrate the gospel of grace in their lives!  

The second epiphany: GLORY (2:13) 
Now, verse 13 reminds us that we live in between two bookends of God’s gracious 
work in Christ. Christ’s first appearing was humble and brief; Christ’s second 
appearing will be glorious and eternal. 

For this “we wait”, Paul said. Yes we do—Lord Jesus, maranatha, come quickly! But 
what we wait for is worth it, and it will not disappoint us. We wait “for the blessed 
hope of the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.” I wish 
we had the time to dig into 1 Thessalonians 4-5, Revelation 19-21, and so many other 
texts that speak of Christ’s Second Coming. The Scripture is united and it is clear: he is 
coming again, and he is coming in glorious victory. 

So our “blessed hope” is not a fanciful wish, uncertain whether or not we will see it or 
receive it. No, Christian hope is confident, certain expectation that Christ will keep his 
word (cf. John 14:3). Our daily slogan ought to be: “Christ has died. Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.”  5

Jesus promised he would return. Although it has been 2 millennia, the church has 
waited in hope for the return of her Lord and Savior. And in God’s perfect timing, 
Jesus will come again—with great glory. I long for that day, don’t you? To be with 
him, finally, and to “see him as he is” (1 John 3:2). To be done with sin and struggle, 
to be free from the world and its pressures, to see the end of death and inherit eternal 
life, to forget sorrow and pain and loss. Lord Jesus, come quickly! 

Salvation leads to sound living (2:14) 
In verse 14, Paul ties a bow on his argument that sound doctrine and salvation lead to 
sound living. And he does it in a deliberate way. He wants to emphasize the reasons 
why Christ died on the cross for us and for our salvation. It’s simple and clear: so that 
we might be God’s people and live in a way that honors him. 

Guthrie, The Pastoral Epistles [TNTC], 221.4

I’ve heard this somewhere before, but I’m not sure of its origin. Apparently, neither is Stott, 196, who quotes it without attribution.5
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“He gave himself for us” reminds us of Christ’s sacrificial, substitutionary death on the 
cross. He did not die for his own sins (he had none), but for our sins. For 2 reasons, 
Paul says, Christ did this: (1) to redeem us, and (2) to cleanse us. Both of these terms 
relate to the people of God in the OT.  

To “redeem” means to purchase something back, to regain something, to restore 
something. Our minds should drift to God redeeming Israel from slavery in Egypt 
through the exodus event. Notice that Paul says Christ’s redemption of us was “from 
all lawlessness” or all wickedness. Again, considering the importance of the law in the 
OT, and our inability to keep the law, Christ redeems us from all disobedience and sin. 
This is grace and glory! 

And to “cleanse” us is to make us holy, to clean us up, to sanctify us. The effect of this 
is that we are God’s own people, his own possession. Again, this is OT language 
straight from Exodus 19:5. It’s a staggering claim, really. Just as God chose Israel for 
himself, he has also chosen us in Christ to be his people. 

• 1 Peter 2:9-10, “9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
a people for his possession, so that you may proclaim the praises of the one 
who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a 
people, but now you are God’s people; you had not received mercy, but now you 
have received mercy.” 

And if we are God’s people, then we ought to be “eager to do good works.” Here, 
again, is the proof in the pudding. If we are saved, we will live like it. If we’ve 
experienced grace, we will demonstrate grace. If Christ has redeemed and cleansed us, 
then we ought to be “eager” or enthusiastic about living for him by doing good, godly, 
righteous things. The point is: salvation leads to sound living, root to fruit. 

Conclusion 
Paul ends his instruction in verse 15 where he began in 2:1, telling Titus to “proclaim 
these things”—“things consistent with sound teaching”—“with all authority”. 

Titus, and every pastor after him, is called to teach God’s people sound doctrine so that 
they might demonstrate sound living. Doctrine is the root; ethics is the fruit. Truth is to 
be believed in our hearts; godliness is to be displayed in our lives. “These things” must 
be proclaimed. 

And to some, it will be received as encouragement; to others, as rebuke. We need both
—to be strengthened and to be corrected, so that we might honor Christ who died and 
is coming again. We are his treasured possession, after all. So let’s live for him in the 
time between the times, eager to do good works, waiting in hope for his return. 
PRAYER and INVITATION
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