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Introduction 
If you will, join me in the book of Titus. I am so very thankful for the good preaching 
we had from Dr. Nation and Dr. Davis as my family and I were on vacation. I am 
excited to continue our study of the Pastoral Epistles in this sermon series called 
“Sound Doctrine and Sound Living.” Since Dr. Nation finished up 1 Timothy for us, 
you might be wondering why we are looking at Titus next rather than 2 Timothy. 

I’ve structured the study this way for two reasons. First, the letters of 1 Timothy and 
Titus were probably written at/around the same time by Paul, and they share many 
similarities with one another (as we will see). There are differences, of course, since 
Timothy and Titus are ministering in very different contexts among different people. 
For this reason, it makes more sense to preach them in close proximity. Second, the 
last letter that Paul wrote before his execution was 2 Timothy. It is an intimate “last 
will and testament” so to speak, to his son in the ministry, Timothy. So, in my thinking, 
it serves as the capstone to these Pastoral Epistles and deserves the final pride of place. 

So today, we pick up Paul’s letter to Titus. I’ve entitled this message “Before We 
Begin” in recognition of Paul’s practice of starting his letters with a greeting and brief 
introduction. I should point out that even though Titus is so short, it has the 3rd longest 
greeting of Paul’s thirteen letters!  1

As with Timothy, Paul has some important instruction and counsel for Titus. And also 
as with Paul’s letter to Timothy in Ephesus, we will see that the instruction is not just 
for Titus alone, but also for the church(es) he will serve in Crete. Paul will address 
many things in the life of the church as God’s spokesman—and it is the joy and duty of 
the church to receive and submit to all that God says in his authoritative Word. 

Let’s jump right into the greeting as we read Titus 1:1-4. Then I’ll pray. 

Exposition 
You might be tempted to think that these verses are merely a quick intro to the letter—
kind of a standard, formal greeting. Sure, there’s the basic author-recipient-greeting 
that you expect from Paul in nearly all his letters. But similar to the introductory 
greeting of 1 Timothy, we also find here some important information about both Paul 
and Titus, and some deep truths about God as well. Let’s consider these areas with our 
time today: Paul’s identity, Paul’s protégé, and Paul’s theology/missiology. 
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Paul’s Identity 
As with the letter of 1 Timothy, Paul offers some important self-identification—not 
because Titus didn’t know these things about Paul, but because Paul intended this letter 
to be more than just private correspondence. Knowing that others would read and 
study this letter, Paul wanted to make sure his credentials and his commission were 
clear to speak with authority to Titus, to those in Crete, and even to us. 

We notice that Paul identifies himself in two ways: (1) “a servant of God” and (2) “an 
apostle of Jesus Christ” (verse 1a). 

Paul is God’s “servant”—his slave (doulos)—whose complete purpose is to obey the 
Lord and work for him. Only here does he use this phrase, “servant of God”, although 
in Romans and Philippians he calls himself a “servant of Christ Jesus”.  I think it 2

could be argued that it is one and the same—to serve God and to serve Jesus Christ is 
the same thing, since Jesus is God. 

Like the OT giants Moses, Joshua, and the prophets, who were frequently referred to 
as servants of God,  Paul takes up this same mantle to demonstrate that he is a man 3

under God’s authority who speaks with God’s authority, as they did. 

Paul’s service to God is directly linked to the fact that he is also “an apostle of Jesus 
Christ”. Even though he wasn’t one of the original Twelve apostles called by Jesus in 
the Gospels, Acts 9 tells us that the risen Jesus appeared to Paul on his way to 
Damascus and called him to take his name to the Gentiles. 

As Paul said in 1 Timothy 2:7, “For this I was appointed a herald, an apostle (I am 
telling the truth; I am not lying), and a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.” 

Timothy knows this, and so does Titus. But it is vital that those in Crete understand it 
as well—Paul is writing with divine imprimatur, with God’s stamp of authority. In 
other words, what Paul is going to say in this letter isn’t merely his own opinion; 
rather, it is from the Lord and is to be understood and obeyed as divine instruction. 

In short, Paul is reminding Titus and all the rest of his unique, personal call from God 
and of his special commission, authorization, and equipment from Jesus Christ himself 
to be his inspired messenger.  4

What Titus and the churches in Crete are instructed to do, then, comes from God 
through Paul. So to reject Paul’s authority is to ignore God’s will for them. 

Guthrie, The Pastoral Epistles [TNTC], 201. 2
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Paul’s Protégé 
No doubt Paul understood the importance—no, the necessity—of training and 
deploying ministry disciples to multiple the spread of the gospel and to ensure its 
continuance long after he is gone. Like Timothy, Titus is one of Paul’s gospel disciples, 
a co-worker in the ministry, a partner in the task of the Great Commission. 

Paul had other associates in his ranks like Crescens, Eubulus, Artemis, Tychicus (and 
others), but only Timothy and Titus does Paul refer to as “my true son” (verse 4). Of 
course, Paul is not his biological father, but he is Titus’s spiritual father “in our 
common faith.”  

Titus has an interesting biography in the New Testament, if we can piece it together 
quickly.  We know from Galatians 2 that Titus is Greek. So was Timothy, who had a 5

Greek father (Acts 16:3) even though his mother was Jewish. Both of these men are 
Paul’s “true” (gnēsios; genuine, legitimate) sons in the gospel. But this is where the 
story gets interesting. 

Apparently, when Paul and Barnabas went to Jerusalem to meet with Peter, James, and 
John to talk about the fruit of the gospel among the Gentiles (Acts 15), Titus was taken 
along as proof (Galatians 2:1). Paul stresses in Galatians 2:3 that Titus was not 
compelled to be circumcised, even though he was Greek. To demonstrate the “truth of 
the gospel”—that Titus is saved by grace and not by works—Paul refused to have Titus 
circumcised. And yet, in Acts 16:3, Paul had Timothy circumcised in order to remove 
any hindrance to ministry among the Jews! I wonder if Timothy ever held a grudge 
against Titus, huh? Even so, they were both Paul’s true sons in the faith. 

Titus’s ministry value and competence shone brightly in the Corinthian church (see  
2 Corinthians). After Paul sent a severe letter to them, he sent Titus to smooth things 
over and deliver a third letter to them, with additional responsibilities to collect some 
money for the poor in Jerusalem. Titus excelled in this task at Corinth and 
demonstrated himself to be essential to Paul’s mission and ministry among the 
churches. It appears from his work in Corinth that Titus was “a man of unusual tact 
who possessed high qualities of leadership.”  6

And now, Titus is tapped for a huge challenge on the island of Crete. I’ll say more 
about Titus’s task next week, but it is important to give some context to his difficult 
assignment. 

At the end of this letter, in 3:12, Paul says he intends to spend the winter in a place 
called Nicopolis, and he wants Titus to join him there. Titus’s work in Crete, then, is 

See Stott, 170-171.5

Guthrie, 203.6

3



time-sensitive and urgent—he is to fulfill the instructions Paul has for him until he is 
replaced by either Artemas or Tychicus. Now consider that Crete is an island of 3,219 
square miles, incredibly mountainous, and did not have the benefit of the Roman road 
system in place for ease of travel.  Given historical records, there were about 20 cities 7

on Crete recognized by Rome, in which Titus was to evangelize and establish elders to 
plant churches in those cities. For comparison, the state closest in size to Crete is 
Connecticut at 4,845 square miles. There are 123 cities in Connecticut the size of 
Ripley or larger. Imagine the task of one man to evangelize that state and set up church 
leadership in each city, in less than a year! Such was Titus’s task on Crete. Oh yeah, 
and he has to deal with false teachers too—the cherry on top! 

But Paul is ambitious, and he believes the work would be done, at least started by Titus 
and in progress until either Artemas or Tychicus arrives. 

Paul’s Theology & Missiology 
I wish I had 2 or 3 more hours to preach! But I don’t, so let me do my best to highlight 
and summarize Paul’s God-glorifying, God-centered theology and mission. 

The biggest chunk of the greeting and introduction is the last 2/3 of verse 1 through 
verse 3. Here we get the flavor of the apostolic assignment entrusted to Paul. We get 
the aroma of Paul’s missiological and theological commitments. 

Paul is called, commissioned, and sent by Jesus Christ as an apostle “for the faith of 
God’s elect and their knowledge of the truth that leads to godliness” (1:1b-c). Such 
language of “God’s elect” is important both theologically and missiologically. 
Theologically, Paul knows that in the OT, Israel was comprised of God’s elect, chosen 
as a people for his own possession to declare his great name to the world (cf. Deut 7). 
But here he also recognizes that God has chosen Gentiles as well—people from every 
tribe, tongue, language, and nation as Revelation reminds us. It is the Great 
Commission of Jesus itself that propels Paul: to make disciples of all nations. The 
“elect” are God’s people, a people for his own glory and possession. Missiologically, 
Paul’s mission is to preach the gospel to all (including those in Crete!), so that God’s 
elect would trust Jesus Christ and be saved. Another way of Paul saying this is in  
2 Timothy 2:10, “This is why I endure all things for the elect: so that they also may 
obtain salvation, which is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory.” 

But notice the sequence that follows. Faith is the start, but it isn’t the end. Paul is also 
dedicated to two important aspects of Christian discipleship: “their knowledge of the 
truth that leads to godliness”. Growth in the gospel, in the truth of Christ Jesus, is 
expected from those who trust in Christ. This also is part of the Great Commission: 
“teaching them to observe everything I have commanded you” (Matthew 28:20). 

Köstenberger, 299.7
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So Paul’s evangelistic strategy is to preach so that people are saved (have faith in 
Christ), then he adds to their faith knowledge, and then he also expects to see lives 
transformed by the truth lived out in godliness. Godliness was a theme in 1 Timothy, 
and it is here in Titus also. This sequence is vital: faith, knowledge, godliness—this is 
what it means to make disciples in obedience to the Great Commission. 

All of this, Paul says, rests upon “the hope of eternal life … promised before time 
began” (verse 2). Yes, indeed, God loved the world and sent his Son that whoever 
believes in him will not perish but have eternal life (John 3:16). God’s plan of 
salvation is no mere reaction to something he didn’t foresee or know or ordain. No, 
Christ Jesus was as a lamb slain before the foundation of the world (Revelation 13:8), 
and was always God’s solution for our sin and death. And God will keep his promises, 
since he “cannot lie” and does not lie—he is true and he is faithful! 

Even though God’s Son was the plan, the purpose, for our salvation—promised before 
time began—he was revealed at the right time (cf. Gal 4:4). As Paul says it in verse 3, 
“In his own time he has revealed his word”—the Messiah came at the right time, and 
now God’s message of salvation in him is revealed to the world, to the Gentiles, “in his 
own time”. 

How do we know this? Because Paul tells us that it is through his “preaching” that this 
message is furthered in the world. Like the other apostles, he has been sent to spread 
the good news of Jesus Christ to all. This has been “entrusted” to him “by the 
command of God our Savior”. Again, Paul’s commission and call shines through—
God commanded him to do this and to instruct others to do the same, like Timothy and 
Titus, and like us. 

Conclusion 
There are so many riches to be found in this opening greeting! No doubt Paul’s 
intentionality here will yield more fruit in the body of the letter itself. 

As we see in these Pastoral Epistles, Christ Jesus is the sum and substance of all 
things. He is the true head of the church, the authority, the goal, and the reason. In all 
of the sound doctrine and sound living instructions Paul will offer here, it is to magnify 
Christ among his people. 

So Paul concludes, as is his custom, with “grace and peace from God”. How we ought 
to remember these deep realities. We are unworthy and undeserving, but God is a God 
of grace. We are estranged from him by sin, needing forgiveness, but God is a God 
who offers peace. And he offers it through his Son, “Christ Jesus our Savior.” 

PRAYER and INVITATION
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