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Introduction 
If you will, join me in the book of 1 Timothy as we continue the sermon series “Sound 
Doctrine and Sound Living.” Just two more sermons for me in 1 Timothy (today and 
next Sunday), then Dr. Philip Nation will finish the book on June 27. Next up, the book 
of Titus. But this morning I’d like to preach about “Godliness or Greed?” from 1 
Timothy 6:3-10. 

As you are finding your place in 1 Timothy 6, let me ask for your prayers this week as 
I and several others from FBC travel to Nashville to participate in the SBC annual 
meeting. It’s like a business meeting with 16,000 people (!) and there is some 
important business to debate and discuss. Should be fun! Since we won’t return until 
late Wednesday, for those who attend the midweek prayer and Bible study—that will 
be cancelled this week. Please make note of that. 

Let’s READ 1 Timothy 6:3-10. PRAY. 

Exposition 
In one sense, Paul’s statement at the end of verse 2 —“Teach and encourage these 
things”—applies to the entirety of what he’s already written beforehand, but in another 
sense, it leads into what Paul is about to write, or more precisely, what he’s returning to 
in the case of false teachers in the church at Ephesus. 

Verse 3 takes us back to where we started in this letter, and reminds us of Paul’s 
purpose for writing in the first place. See 1:3-4. 

What does someone in the church look like who is a false teacher or holds to false 
doctrine? Based on what Paul writes in verses 3-5, we get a pretty clear picture. Three 
areas are under review: truth, unity, and motivation. Paul’s criticism of the false 
teachers is that they deviate from the faith, fracture the church, and crave money. 
Overall, these false teachers are heterodox (not orthodox), divisive, and greedy (or 
covetous).  1

In relation to truth, those who teach false doctrine have deviate from the faith in two 
specific ways (see verse 3). First, they do not agree “with the sound teaching of our 
Lord Jesus Christ”. That is, it’s not that these false teachers reject Jesus’s words, but 
rather, they don’t agree with the sum of apostolic teaching, Paul’s teaching, concerning 
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Jesus Christ and the gospel. Remember, Paul is speaking/writing under the authority of 
Christ as an apostle. So, what Paul is saying is not just his opinion, but Christ speaking 
through him to the church. So to reject Paul’s apostolic teaching is to disagree with the 
teaching of Christ, since it comes from Christ through Paul. 

Second, they do not agree “with the teaching that promotes godliness.” The gospel 
produces godliness, not godlessness. It has a transformative power that is clear and 
demonstrable in the lives of those who are saved. Some, however, have a “form of 
godliness but [deny] its power … always learning and never able to come to a 
knowledge of the truth” (2 Tim 3:5,7).  

Which is why the person who is like this is “conceited and understands nothing”  
(verse 4). You know the type: an arrogant idiot, or a pompous ignoramus! Swollen 
with pride, but lacking knowledge in truth. 

In relation to unity, false teachers are obviously divisive and cause fractures/factions in 
the church. Verse 4 says they have “an unhealthy interest in disputes and arguments 
over words.” Note the disparity between sound (healthy!) teaching and false 
(unhealthy!) teaching. One promotes unity, the other promotes division. It is sick, 
indeed. 

False teachers major on the minors; they strain at gnats and swallow camels, 
doctrinally speaking. And because they do, they sway others with them into “empty 
speculations” (1:4) and “pointless and silly myths” (4:7). Masters of distraction, 
leading to miserable division in the church. However, “God’s people must not be 
sidetracked by side issues but must focus on growing in Christian character as a natural 
outflow of having accepted the gospel.”  False doctrine creates division around silly 2

issues, but sound doctrine creates unity around the gospel. 

See what this “unhealthy interest” of false teachers produces in verses 4-5: envy 
(resentment of what others have), quarreling (strife/contentious spirit), slander (tearing 
others down maliciously), evil suspicions (lacking love and trust), and constant 
disagreements (irritable spirit). 

In other words, it produces a serious breakdown in relationships within the church, 
creating and maintaining divisions. At the root of the problem are minds “depraved and 
deprived of the truth” (verse 5). And when folks’ minds are twisted, all their 
relationships become twisted too, resulting in all manner of problems. 

In relation to motivation, false teachers “imagine that godliness is a way to material 
gain” (verse 5). Truth is, they have no interest in godliness itself, but only if it proves 
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to be an effective way leading to financial profit for themselves. “What’s in it for me?” 
is the motivation of the false teachers, exposing in their hearts a greediness and 
covetousness that not only damages them, but everyone else too. 

Paul said “we do not market the word of God for profit like so many” (2 Cor 2:17), 
and during his time in Ephesus Paul said to the elders, “I have not coveted anyone’s 
silver or gold or clothing” (Acts 20:33). The false teachers did, apparently, and they 
needed to be called out for it. 

Now, Paul springs off of the false teachers’ motivation into instruction on godliness 
and contentment. Remember 4:7, where Paul tied together rejecting false teaching and 
“training … in godliness.” 

Verse 6 is a famous verse in the Bible: “Godliness with contentment is great gain.” It 
is not a means of getting stuff, but of gaining Christ. Unfortunately, far too many 
people view contentment as self-sufficiency, when they should understand it as Christ-
sufficiency. Philippians 4:11-13, “11 I have learned to be content in whatever 
circumstances I find myself. 12 I know how to make do with little, and I know how to 
make do with a lot. In any and all circumstances I have learned the secret of being 
content — whether well fed or hungry, whether in abundance or in need. 13 I am able to 
do all things through him who strengthens me.” 

Paul layers on another pithy truth in verse 7: we came into the world with nothing and 
we will leave with nothing. Isn’t that Job’s refrain? “Naked I came from my mother’s 
womb, and naked I will leave this life. The LORD gives, and the LORD takes away. 
Blessed be the name of the LORD” (Job 1:21). When you think about it, you’ve 
probably never seen a hearse pulling a u-haul! Our possessions are only the traveling 
luggage of time, they’re not the stuff of eternity—we leave it all behind when we die. 

But you know what we carry with us? Godliness. Paul said in 4:8 that “godliness is 
beneficial in every way, since it holds promise for the present life and also for the life 
to come.”  

Godliness paired with contentment is the key. Verse 8 hits the basics of contentment: 
“food and clothing”—the necessities. Paul could be alluding to Jesus’s sermon on the 
mount, especially Matthew 6:25, “Therefore I tell you: Don’t worry about your life, 
what you will eat or what you will drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Isn’t 
life more than food and the body more than clothing?” And Matthew 6:31-33, “31 So 
don’t worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we 
wear?’ 32 For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things, and your heavenly Father 
knows that you need them. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, 
and all these things will be provided for you.” 
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Now, Paul has some instructions for believers who are wealthy in this life in 6:17-19. 
We’ll cover that later. But here in these verses, Paul isn’t defining the maximum of 
what is permitted but rather the minimum of what is compatible with contentment.  3

The problem is that some chase after or crave more and more, which leads to disaster! 
So verses 9-10 are a warning to “those who want to be rich”. A warning to those who 
are not content, craving more because of “the love of money”. 

Paul says this is a “temptation”. Why? Because money has an addictive quality to it. 
Ecclesiastes 5:10, “The one who loves silver is never satisfied with silver, and 
whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with income.” It’s never enough, gotta have 
more—this temptation affects so many discontented people! 

It is also a “trap”. How? It stems from envy and covetousness, and a comparative 
spirit. “I wish I had what so-and-so has, they got it made!” But remember verse 7, 
they’ll leave it all behind when they die. Jesus is right: “What does it profit a person to 
gain the whole world but lose his soul?” 

That’s where it leads—it leads to “many foolish and harmful desires, which plunge 
people into ruin and destruction” (verse 9). Haven’t we seen enough examples of this 
in real life, let alone the biblical examples of Achan, Judas, and Ananias/Sapphira? 
Ruin and destruction indeed wait on the other side of this temptation and trap. It is 
“foolish” (irrational) and pregnant with “harmful desires”—and yet so many people 
don’t see the danger sign, they only see the money sign. And they drown because they 
are sucked under by the current that they cannot escape. 

Verse 10 is another famous verse in the Bible: “for the love of money is a root of all 
kinds of evil.” Read that carefully, because it is often misquoted in our culture. Money 
is not the issue, the love of money is the issue. And it is not the exclusive root of evil, 
but it is a powerful one. And it isn’t the root of all evil, but rather all kinds of evil, just 
as Paul has described in these verses. 

Craving money, because of the love of money, often produces two terrible things. 
Verse 10 concludes: (1) “some have wandered away from the faith” because they are 
chasing after riches, and (2) have “pierced themselves with many griefs”—of that there 
is no doubt. Sadly, greed and covetousness are self-destructive evils—but people only 
realize it too late in their reflection and grief. 

Conclusion 
Godliness or greed? Dear brothers and sisters, pursue godliness, not greed. Seek true 
treasure in the gospel and what it yields in the life to come. 
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Matthew 6:19-24, “19 Don’t store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth 
and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves don’t 
break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 22 The 
eye is the lamp of the body. If your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full of 
light. 23 But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. So if the light 
within you is darkness, how deep is that darkness! 24 No one can serve two masters, 
since either he will hate one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and 
despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.” 

Consider the rich young ruler, who rejected Christ because he himself had many 
possessions. You cannot love and serve Christ if you love and serve money. 

Let this be our prayer: Proverbs 30:8-9, “8 Give me neither poverty nor wealth; feed 
me with the food I need. 9 Otherwise, I might have too much and deny you, saying, 
“Who is the Lord?” or I might have nothing and steal, profaning the name of my God.” 

Greed is a temptation, a trap, that brings ruin and destruction. But godliness with 
contentment is great gain. Great gain, indeed. 

PRAYER and INVITATION
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