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Introduction 
Please join me in your Bibles at Zechariah 9. If you’re rusty on where to find 
Zechariah, remember he’s one of the 12 minor prophets at the end of the OT. If you see 
Matthew’s Gospel, just turn back 2 books (Malachi, Zechariah). 

Today is the start of Holy Week. Christians around the world will remember, lament, 
and celebrate the events of this week in the life of Christ—for us and for our salvation: 
Jesus’s triumphal entry into the city of Jerusalem, passover/last supper with his 
disciples, betrayal and trial, crucifixion, death and burial, resurrection. 

Today our focus is on Palm Sunday, or as some call it, the triumphal entry of Jesus into 
Jerusalem. John’s Gospel tells us that as Jesus was coming into Jerusalem, “the large 
crowd that had [also] come to the festival … took palm branches … [and were] 
shouting: ‘Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord — the King of 
Israel’” (John 12:12-13). Matthew’s Gospel says that the crowd “were cutting 
branches from the trees and spreading them on the road” along with their outer 
garments (Matthew 21:8). This is why we call it “Palm Sunday.” 

Also embedded in both John’s account and Matthew’s account of this event is a 
citation of Zechariah 9:9, a prophecy about arrival of Israel’s true King. I’d like to 
spend our time this morning thinking about Zechariah’s prophecy, and to preach “Your 
King is Coming to You.” 

Let’s READ Zechariah 9:9-10, then PRAY. 

Exposition 
Zechariah was one of the prophets that ministered to the Israelites after their exile to 
Babylon, along with Isaiah and Micah. These three prophets, in particular, reminded 
the Israelites not only that Yahweh has not forgotten his covenant with them, but also 
that the promise of the coming Messiah and King is still operative. 

Zechariah’s name in Hebrew means “Yahweh Remembers.” His message and his very 
name bring this truth to the Israel, who has seen serious political unrest and isolation 
leading to spiritual apathy. Kinda sounds like us today, doesn’t it—serious political 
unrest, isolation during pandemic, and maybe even some spiritual apathy on the part of 
some. Regardless of circumstances in Israel’s life, or in ours, the message is the same: 
“Yahweh Remembers” us and has gracious/glorious purposes in store for us. 
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So in verse 9, the word of the Lord through Zechariah is this: “Rejoice greatly, 
Daughter Zion! Shout in triumph, Daughter Jerusalem!” for what the Lord is doing. 

When we remember that Yahweh remembers us, it ought to cause great rejoicing! It’s a 
needed reminder that our joy is not tied to circumstance but found in the Lord always.  

• Philippians 4:4, “Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!” 
• 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18, “16 Rejoice always, 17 pray constantly, 18 give thanks 

in everything; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 

Why this command to rejoice greatly? Zechariah says because “your King is coming to 
you.” The biblical story of the coming messianic King likely begins with Genesis 
49:10–11: “The scepter will not depart from Judah.… He will tether his donkey to a 
vine.” And although David was a great king, he wasn’t the messianic King. In fact, 
Zechariah’s Messiah represents the culmination of the Lord’s promise to David of a 
Davidic King who would reign perpetually: “Your house and your kingdom will 
endure forever before me; your throne will be established forever” (2 Sam 7:16).  1

But what will this messianic King be like? What will he be about? I believe Zechariah 
9:9-10 give us a glimpse into the manner and mission of the coming King. 

His Manner (9:9) 
The coming King will be righteous. That is to say, he will be true; he will be just. All 
of Israel’s kings had flaws and moral failures, but the Messiah will not! He will 
embody righteousness and justice with moral strength and purity. His judgments and 
his leadership will be righteous and true, as one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

The coming King will be victorious. Some translations say “having salvation” instead, 
communicating something to our minds in English that is different than what the 
Hebrew is saying. We hear “having salvation” and we think “he is bringing salvation 
with him.” That statement is, of course, true! But the Hebrew is saying something 
reflexive about the coming King, not something possessive.  Let me explain. 2

The verb here in Zechariah 9:9 is used only one other time in the Old Testament—
Psalm 33:16, which says, “A king is not saved by a large army; a warrior will not be 
rescued by great strength.” The sense of the verb is something done to the King, or 
with reference to the King. So, it would be odd for us to read Zechariah 9:9 as “he is 
righteous and he is saved (or rescued).” 

Instead, the King is prophesied to be victorious. Now think about Jesus, riding into 
Jerusalem, days ahead of the crucifixion, already victorious! Indeed, Jesus said in John 

George Klein, Zechariah [NAC], 271.1

See Brown, Driver, & Briggs, Enhanced Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew and English Lexicon, 446.2
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10:18, “No one takes [my life] from me, but I lay it down on my own. I have the right 
to lay it down, and I have the right to take it up again. I have received this command 
from my Father.” 

The coming King will be righteous and victorious, but he will also be humble. He will 
be gentle and lowly. He’s not coming with a show of strength, but with humility. The 
rest of verse 9 tells us that he’ll be “riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a 
donkey.” Unlike Caesar who would ride into Rome with chariots and horses, soldiers, 
and a great procession, the Messiah rides into Jerusalem on a donkey, a beast of 
burden, a sign of humility. 

The most important conclusion about the significance of the donkey in Zechariah 9 is 
the very different connotation the donkey had compared to the horse. Horses 
represented one of the most advanced military weapons of the day. The constant threat 
of military action continually tempted Israel to trust in her weaponry, or that of her 
allies, rather than placing her faith in the Lord. Several OT passages remind Israel that 
trusting in horses for salvation will always proves useless (Isa 2:7; 31:1; Mic 5:10; 
Hag 2:22).  3

Jesus, riding into Jerusalem on a donkey, does not pose a military threat to Rome, even 
if the people view him as a King, the King of Israel. Instead, he comes humbly, to 
bring a kingdom that is far different than what many expected him to bring. 

His Mission (9:10) 
Zechariah prophesies that the coming King “will proclaim peace to the nations.” This 
is his mission and conquest and dominion—peace. 

Consider peace with God. It is interesting that Zechariah 9 is a pronouncement of 
judgment on Israel’s enemies. Verses 1-7 show a table of nations and peoples that have 
been trouble to Israel. And yet, look at the last part of verse 7: “Then they too will 
become a remnant for our God; they will become like a clan in Judah …” 

The coming King, the Messiah, will bring the nations peace with God.  

We, too, were once enemies of God, separated from him by sin and death. But through 
Jesus, the messianic King, we now have peace with God through him. Ephesians 2:14 
says, “He Himself is our peace.” Like Israel’s enemies, because of the messianic King 
we, too, have a seat at his table, a place in his kingdom, because his mission was 
peace. Ephesians 2:17 says, “He came and proclaimed the good news of peace to you 
who were far away and peace to those who were near.” For Israel, and for the world, 
Jesus brought peace with God. 

Klein, 273-274.3
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Consider peace on Earth. Do you remember the angels’ refrain to the shepherds when 
Jesus was born? Luke 2:10-14 says, “10 But the angel said to them, ‘Don’t be afraid, 
for look, I proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all the people:  
11 Today in the city of David a Savior was born for you, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 
12 This will be the sign for you: You will find a baby wrapped tightly in cloth and lying 
in a manger.” 13 Suddenly there was a multitude of the heavenly host with the angel, 
praising God and saying: 14 Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on earth to 
people he favors!” 

The coming King, the Messiah, Zechariah 9:10 says, will remove the weapons of war 
(chariot, horse, bow) and proclaim peace to the nations—and that peace will result in 
his dominion “from sea to sea … to the ends of the earth.” The one hope for world 
peace rests in the person of the Messiah and his righteous reign. 

He didn’t bring peace through war and military conquest, he brought peace through his 
blood shed on the cross—winning the conflict with sin and death for all who trust in 
him. 

Conclusion 
What Zechariah prophesied was fulfilled in Jesus Christ—your King is coming to you. 
In fact, he has come (as the Gospel writers showed us), and as he entered Jerusalem on 
that donkey to the praises of the crowd, with palm branches on the ground, he was 
humbly resolved to lay his life down on the cross, and to take it up again victoriously 
in resurrection.  

So today we rejoice, for our King has come, and he has brought us peace. But this 
Friday we will lament with a joyful sorrow the agony of the crucifixion. But we can 
boast in the cross because next Sunday we celebrate the victory of resurrection and 
new life. 

Your King is coming to You. He has come. My final question is have you come to 
him? Jesus’s invitation still stands: “28 Come to me, all of you who are weary and 
burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take up my yoke and learn from me, because I 
am lowly and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is 
easy and my burden is light” (Matthew 11:28-30). 

Do you need peace with God? Do you seek peace with others? Come to Jesus and give 
those burdens to him. You will find him both righteous and humble, ready for you. 

PRAYER & INVITATION
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