
Dr. Micah Carter                    “Gospel-Centered Prayer” 
FBC Ripley                           1 Timothy 2:1-8 
February 28, 2021 (AM) 
SERIES: Sound Doctrine and Sound Living         

Introduction 
If you will, join me in the book of 1 Timothy as we continue the sermon series “Sound 
Doctrine and Sound Living.” 

Theodore Wedel tells about a lifesaving station on a dangerous seacoast where 
shipwrecks often occur. The building was just a hut, and there was only one boat, but 
the few devoted members kept a constant watch over the sea and with no thought for 
themselves went out day and night tirelessly searching for the lost. Many of those who 
were rescued and also others from the surrounding area wished to become associated 
with the station and to give their time, money, and effort for the support of its work. 
New boats were bought and new crews trained. The lifesaving station grew. 

In time some of the crew became concerned that the station was so crude and poorly 
equipped. They felt that a more comfortable place should be provided as the first 
refuge of those snatched from the sea. The emergency cots were replaced with beds, 
and better furniture was purchased for the enlarged building. The station became a 
popular gathering place for its members, and they decorated it beautifully and 
furnished it exquisitely. Fewer members were now interested in leaving the plush 
station to go to sea on lifesaving missions. So they hired others to do that work. 
However, they retained the lifesaving motif in the club’s decorations, and a ceremonial 
lifeboat lay in the room where club initiations were held. 

One dark stormy night a large ship was wrecked off the coast, and the hired crews 
brought in boatloads of cold, wet, half-drowned people. They were dirty and sick and 
obviously from distant shores. The station was in chaos. The event was so traumatic 
that the people contracted for sheds to be constructed so future shipwrecks could be 
processed with less disruption. 

Eventually a rift developed in the station. Most of the members wanted to discontinue 
the station’s lifesaving activities as being unpleasant and a hindrance to their normal 
social life. Some insisted, however, that rescue was their primary purpose and pointed 
out that they were still called a lifesaving station. But the latter were ignored and told 
that if they wanted to keep lifesaving as their primary purpose, they could begin their 
own station down the coast, which they did. Over time those individuals fell prey to 
the same temptations as the first group, coming to care more about comforting one 
another than rescuing the perishing. After a while a few, remembering their real 
purpose, split off to establish yet another lifesaving station. And on and on it went. 
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Today if you visit that seacoast, you will find a number of impressive lifesaving 
stations along the shore. Sadly, shipwrecks still occur in those waters, but most people 
are lost. 

“The Life-Saving Station” is a parable with deep historical roots that reach all the way 
back to the coast off ancient Ephesus. Paul’s great fear was that the vibrant lifesaving 
station in Ephesus, the principal lighthouse in Asia Minor, would put out its light or 
forget its mission. Indeed, there had been shipwrecks from even their own number, 
men like elders Hymenaeus and Alexander who had abandoned “faith and a good 
conscience” (1:19). These interior defections so early in the lifesaving ministry of the 
church at Ephesus were the reason Paul wrote Timothy, who was to “command” such 
men “not to teach false doctrine” (1:3). 

Now at the beginning of chapter 2, Paul gives explicit instructions to the church on 
how to pray and live so that the lifesaving gospel will continue to go out to all people
—praying and living for the gospel.  It’s worth our time this morning to think about 1

“Gospel-Centered Prayer.” 

So let’s turn our attention to 1 Timothy 2:1-8. PRAY. 

Exposition 
As we begin chapters 2-3, it’s important to understand why Paul highlights the topics 
that he does for Timothy, and the church, to give attention to. In 3:15, Paul says, “I 
have written so that you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God’s 
household, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the 
truth.” 

So Paul starts with prayer, gospel-centered prayer. In 2:1, he starts with “first of all”—
which is interesting because he doesn’t follow this up with a “secondly,” etc.—because 
he’s essentially saying “of primary importance” ; and these next two chapters outline 2

what is of primary importance to church life: congregational prayer and qualified 
church leadership.  3

The church is to be, essentially, a worshipping, praying community. In Isaiah 56:7, the 
LORD himself says, “my house will be called a house of prayer for all nations” (as 
Jesus quoted in Matthew 21:13). It’s no surprise, then, that Paul urges Timothy and 
the church to give serious attention to prayer. He mentions four terms, all in the plural: 
“petitions, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for everyone” (2:1). The 
first three are so closely aligned, but maybe the nuances are: 

Hughes and Chapell, 1-2 Timothy and Titus [PTW], 59-60; citing Theodore Wedel, “The Life-Saving Station.”1

Guthrie, The Pastoral Epistles [TNTC], 83.2

Köstenberger, 1-2 Timothy & Titus [BTCP], 93.3
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• “petitions” — making requests for specific needs 
• “prayers” — bringing those in view before God 
• “intercessions” — appealing boldly on others’ behalf  4

Of course he adds “thanksgivings” which is self-explanatory. But notice he urges this 
multi-faceted gospel-praying “for everyone” (2:1). Too often our prayers are self-
focused or tied to “narrow interests” concerning our immediate context. Paul is 
drawing out the universal scope of the church’s prayer life. 

But notice that his next phrase is more specific: “for kings and all those who are in 
authority” (2:2). An astounding statement, really. Who would be the king that everyone 
would know Paul was talking about? Nero. Yeah, that Nero, who opposed and 
persecuted Christians, and who would eventually have Paul himself beheaded. Yet, 
Paul calls the church to pray for him—even give thanks for him—and for all who serve 
in positions of authority (cf. Romans 13). 

There is a direct correlation here in our own cultural context: praying for President 
Biden and those who serve in positions of influence/authority. Many of his positions 
and policies and promotions are not in the best interest of the Christian community, 
and may bring serious difficulties for religious liberty. Even so, we are to pray for him 
earnestly to govern well, and also that he’d know the gospel and be saved. 

Look again at verse 2. We are to pray for leaders as such, “so that we may lead a 
tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity.” That’s the desired result. Our duty 
is to pray for government and leaders so that we might freely and sincerely live out our 
faith and moral convictions. And the duty of government is to provide such a 
framework so that we can. And that’s why we pray—only God can change the hearts 
and minds of people. God is able! The “basic benefit of good government is peace” 
which provides peaceful conditions that facilitate the spread of the gospel.  5

Now, “This is good and pleases God our Savior” (2:3). It’s good that we pray for 
everyone, especially those with huge responsibilities. It pleases God that we appeal to 
him, make petitions to him, intercede for others before him, give thanks to him for all 
things. Sure, we cast ballots and weigh political outcomes. But we are dependent upon 
God for all things, not government—so we pray. 

It also pleases God that we pray for everyone because God “wants everyone to be 
saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth” (2:4). Truly, God is our Savior, but 
we must not attempt to monopolize him; he wants ALL people to know him!  6

Knight, The Pastoral Epistles [NIGTC], 115.4

Stott, The Message of 1 Timothy & Titus [BST], 62-63.5

Ibid., 64.6
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The universal scope of prayer is rooted in God’s universal desire for all to be saved. 
And God’s universal desire is demonstrated by the sending of his Son for us and for 
our salvation. 

Paul builds this idea on a double foundation: “For there is one God and one mediator 
between God and mankind” (2:5). Christianity is monotheistic—meaning that we don’t 
believe in a bunch of gods, we believe in one God (as a Trinity, of course—Father, 
Son, Holy Spirit). Our God is the one, true God and all other so-called gods are false-
gods. Which means, we have an exclusive faith to love this one God, but an inclusive 
mission, for everyone to also know this one God, who desires everyone to be saved.  7

Isaiah 45:5 says, “I am the Lord, and there is no other; there is no God but me.” In that 
same chapter, we read verse 22, “Turn to me and be saved, all the ends of the earth. 
For I am God, and there is no other.” 

But we cannot forget about the “mediator.” We cannot forget about the centrality of 
Jesus Christ. Like Christianity, Judaism and Islam are also monotheistic religions. But 
they have no mediator. A mediator is a person in the middle, who brings reconciliation 
between two rival parties—often in legal disputes or in negotiations for business deals. 
Think of it this way: Jesus is “the only go-between”  for us and God, sinners and the 8

Holy One. 

Jesus represents both us and God equally as mediator, because he is the God-man. 
Truly God and truly human. He’s the only one, and he’s the only one that can provide 
us—and the world—salvation. 

John 14:6, “Jesus told him, ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me.’” 

Acts 4:12, “There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 
given to people by which we must be saved.” 

Amen? The reason? Look at verse 6: Jesus “gave himself as a ransom for all, a 
testimony at the proper time.” In the Greek, there is a combination of two prepositions 
that indicates what Jesus was doing for others—anti, which is “instead of,” and hyper, 
which is “on behalf of.”  Jesus laid down his life on the cross so that we didn’t have to 9

die and pay for our own sins. And he did it on our behalf, as our substitute, in our 
place. This is the gospel! He “gave himself as a ransom for all.” See the connection? 
Universal prayer — universal desire for salvation — universal sacrifice. 

Ibid., 67.7

Alford, The Greek Testament, vol. 3, 315; cited in Stott, 69.8

Guthrie, 86.9
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And the fact that Jesus died as a ransom for all presupposes that all are sinners needing 
salvation. So we can also add the universal problem of sin and death! 

He died as a “ransom” to pay the price for what our sins earned us, death and 
condemnation. And what a price it was! His life paid for our lives; what cost him death 
brought us freedom from bondage.  Jesus himself told us this is why he came for us in 10

the first place: “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and 
to give his life as a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45). 

And now verse 7 should make sense. At first, it seems a little out of place—why is 
Paul talking about himself and his mission again? But now we understand: God’s 
universal desire for salvation, Jesus’s universal sacrifice and ransom, leads to our 
universal mission to proclaim the gospel!  

This is what drove William Carey to become the father of modern missions. His church 
leadership once told him: “Young man, if God is going to convert the heathen, he will 
do it without your help or ours.”  No! I’m so thankful that William Carey disregarded 11

that nonsense and spent his life in India spreading the gospel. 

The one, true God is not just for the Jews, but for all—that’s why Paul’s mission was 
focused on teaching “the Gentiles in faith and truth.” Gentiles = ethne, that is 
ethnicities, nations, peoples. Paul teaches the Gentiles truth because God want 
everyone to come to the knowledge of the truth. And the Christ is not just for 
Christians, but for all—a savior for all people! So our Great Commission is to go and 
teach all nations. Wow! 

Conclusion 
Finally, verse 8 closes the loop on gospel-centered prayer. Paul calls men especially to 
pray. Again, he wants universal prayer: “men in every place” = men everywhere. How 
does he instruct us? “lifting up holy hands without anger or argument.”  

This is not about posture but about attitude.  I wonder if Psalm 24:3-4 is in view,  12

“3 Who may ascend the mountain of the Lord? Who may stand in his holy place? 4 The 
one who has clean hands and a pure heart, who has not appealed to what is false, and 
who has not sworn deceitfully.” 

It is obviously inappropriate to approach God in prayer if we are harboring resentment 
or bitterness against him or others. The right attitude of the heart is as important as 
clean, holy hands in the presence of the living God. Holy and humble is the way. 

See Köstenberger, 103; and Stott, 70.10

See Hughes and Chapell, 62.11

Ibid., 65.12
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Like Paul, my earnest desire is that we—all of us—not only affirm these truths but also 
put them into practice. Not just believing prayer is important, but actually pray in faith 
for the advance of the gospel for all people. Not just affirming the gospel is for 
everyone, but actually going and giving the gospel to all. Let’s be the lifesaving station 
God has called us to be! 

PRAYER and INVITATION 

LORD’S SUPPER — FBC Membership Covenant 

Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God, to receive the Lord Jesus Christ 
as our Savior; and on the profession of our faith, having been baptized in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit; we do now, in the presence of God, 
angels, and this assembly, most solemnly and joyfully enter into a covenant with one 
another, as one body in Christ, to promote and sustain the Church’s worship, 
ordinances, discipline, and doctrine.  

Because we are committed to Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, and because we esteem 
His Church and each other, we covenant that we will be led by Christ, who is our only 
Lord. We will, by the aid of the Holy Spirit, strive for the advancement of this church 
in knowledge, holiness, and Christian love. 

We will worship Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior. We will actively seek to help our 
families and those around us become Christians and will set a worthy example before 
them in both word and deed. We will walk circumspectly in the world and be just in 
our dealings, faithful in our engagements, and exemplary in our conduct.  

We will stand by one another in good times and bad, remember each other in prayer 
and aid each other in sickness and distress. We will love each other even when we 
disagree with one another. We will be slow to take offense, always ready for 
reconciliation, and mindful of the rules of our Savior to secure reconciliation and 
forgiveness without delay. We will support our Church with our prayers, labor, 
attendance, and financial resources. We will also seek to extend the Church’s ministry 
around the world through missionary efforts. 
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